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NOTICE OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Notice is hereby given of the Annual General Meeting that will be held on 

Thursday 27 October 2016, at 7.30pm 
 in The Rottingdean Whiteway Centre, Whiteway Lane, Rottingdean. BN2 7HB 

AGENDA 

1. To approve the minutes of the 2015 Annual General Meeting
2. Matters arising from the minutes of the 2015 Annual General Meeting
3. Presentation of the 2016 Annual Report

4. Presentation of the Annual Accounts for 2015-2016

5. Election of Officers and Executive Committee Members
• The following are willing to stand for election as Officers of the Executive

Committee: Chairman – Chris Davidson, Treasurer -- Anne Johnson.
• The following are willing to stand for election as Executive Committee

Members: Valerie Whittle, Colin Dellar, Robert Upward, John Loveridge,
Ken Bodfish.

Nomination for the election of any person as an Officer or Executive Committee 
Member must be submitted to the Secretary together with the names of the 
proposer and the seconder and with the written consent of the nomine, not less 
than 7 days before the AGM. 

6. Election of the Custodian Trustees
• The following are willing to stand for election: Norman Cuddeford,

John Blackman, Frank Wenstrom.
7. Consideration of business for which written notice shall have been given to the

Secretary at least 7 days before the AGM.
8. Any other business at the discretion of the Chairman, but no resolution shall be

passed in respect of such business raised.

Barbara Coligan (Secretary) 
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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

THURSDAY 22 OCTOBER 2015 

THE WHITEWAY CENTRE, ROTTINGDEAN, 7.30PM 

PRESENT : Christopher Davidson (Chair), Barbara Coligan (Minutes), Valerie Whittle, 
Colin Dellar, Rob Upward, John Loveridge, Ken Bodfish, Marcus Bagshaw, 
Mike Laslett. In addition, 32 members attended.      

APOLOGIES: Anne Johnson, Amanda Davidson, Anne-Sara Odor, John Cooper, 
Harold Williams, John Cumming, Irene Skinner. 

1. MINUTES OF THE 2014 AGM held on 30 OCTOBER 2014
These were proposed for approval by Norman Cuddeford and seconded by
Dawn Richardson.

2. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE 2014 AGM
Rottingdean Booklet: Various contributors, including Valerie Whittle, Harold Williams,
Jean Talbot, John Cumming with Douglas D’Enno as editor compiled a booklet on the history
of Rottingdean. It included a map of the village and heritage trails. However, the project was
abandoned as there was no consensus about the content.

3. PRESENTATION OF THE ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2015
Chairman’s Report – Christopher Davidson
The Society had a 5-yr. renewable lease with B&HCC that was due in 2017. Following
recommendations made by the Custodian Trustees a longer lease was renegotiated,
extended to 2030, with a 5-yr. break clause, allowing the RPS sufficient safeguards for the
future.

In 2013-14 B&HCC undertook a complete overhaul of the Fire Safety measures in The
Grange Fire Doors were installed and the cellar fireproofed, thus allowing a 30-min. window
to vacate the building via the stairwell.  Following an inspection by the Fire Safety Officer
RPS can now hold events for up to 50 people at any one time (previously visitor numbers
were restricted to a maximum of 12 at any time).

Low-energy lighting was installed in the Museum and the Gallery. The North Room, (the main
exhibition area of the Museum), was redecorated, the flooring replaced, new display cases
installed and, two windows previously blocked by exhibits were opened up. This major
refurbishment had greatly improved the appearance of the Museum and the Gallery.
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  Amanda Davidson resigned as Art Gallery Organiser at the end of September. The Society  
  is very grateful for her invaluable contribution over the past three years. Fortunately, Anne- 
  Sara Odor (newly resident in the Village) had agreed to be the new Gallery Organiser.  
  Thanks to Russell Kitchen for his diligent work on the administrative side of the Gallery    
  which he will continue in supporting Anne-Sara.    
 
  After the AGM of 2014 Heather Butler resigned as Membership Secretary. The Society is 
  grateful to her for organising the membership during the past year. Fortunately, John  

     Loveridge stepped in as Membership Secretary and has done much to iron out the 
     anomalies in the membership. His wife, Maggie became the RPS Archivist and made a real  
     impact in sorting out the archives in the short time she was Archivist, as she sadly died  
     earlier this year after a brief illness.  Gabriel Dempster (ex-St.Aubyns) assisted Maggie  
     Loveridge with the archives and continues to support the new Archivist, Mike Laslett, a local  
     historian. Thanks to John Leech and John Loveridge for their excellent articles in the Annual  
     Report.   

 
  There were some sad deaths to record during the last year. Pat Commin who was a  

     Custodian Trustee and so influential with her husband John at a crucial time in the history of  
     the Society; Sara Brown, ex-Treasurer who continued to support the present Treasurer even  
     when she had left the Committee; Bill Davis, a War Veteran, was one of the longest and  
     most faithful of the Grange Stewards and, finally Maggie Loveridge who passed away so  
     soon after joining the Committee. All had made very valuable contributions and we mourn  
     their loss.      

 
  Secretary’s Report – Barbara Coligan  
  The Annual Return for the period 1st May 2013 – 30th April 2014 was sent to the Charity  
  Commission in February 2015. This document consists of the Trustees Annual Report  
  (TAR), the Annual Accounts for 2013-14 together with an Independent Examiner’s Report  
  and, details of the RPS Trustees. All the Executive Committee members are Trustees, in  
  addition to four Custodian Trustees. The TAR covers the structure, governance and  
  management of the RPS, its objectives, activities, achievements and performance and, a  
  financial review.     
 
  A new lease for 15 yrs. was negotiated with BHCC, commencing March 2015. The Deed of  
  Surrender of the previous lease, the counterpart Lease for the Extension together with the  
  Warning Notice and Statutory Declaration for each of the four new Custodian Trustees was  
  lodged with the Society’s lawyers Adams & Remers at their Head Office in Lewes. The  
  Society had a stall at the Rottingdean Village Fair where publicity attracted 20 new  
  members. A successful ‘Fishing ‘game made a small contribution to the Fair’s takings.    
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  The Museum – Marcus Bagshaw  
 There are 2 permanent exhibitions on “local history” : St Aubyns School – the first 50 years, 
 and Enid Bagnold –  how Rottingdean influenced her work as an author and playwright, with 
 particular reference to her 1935 novel  “National Velvet” and to “The Chalk Garden”.  

 The Dora Bryan exhibition continued to be popular. BBC TV filmed a programme for the 
 “One Show” at The Grange on Dora and how it was for her children growing up with 
 famous parents (Dora’s husband was the celebrated cricketer Bill Lawton). The  
 programme was broadcast in September.   

   A new exhibition “Cinema by the Sea” celebrates the Golden and Silver ages of British film  
 making and its associations with Rottingdean, Brighton and other parts of Sussex Films  

  include ‘Brighton Rock’ (1948) with Richard Attenborough, ‘Genevieve’ (1952) the London  
   to Brighton Car Rally, ‘O What a Lovely War’ (1969) featured Brighton Pier with Richard  

    Attenborough. Audrey Hepburn visited Rottingdean Windmill in 1951 and these photos  
   were published in “illustrated Magazine”. Barbra Streisand visited Brighton in 1970.  

 Elizabeth Taylor, the star of “National Velvet” visited Rottingdean. Ditchling based engineer 
 Roland Emmett designed the car in “Chitty, Chitty, Bang, Bang”. Dame Anna Neagle and  
 Max Miller were also associated with Brighton.   

  The Gallery – Amanda Davidson  
   Museum quality low-energy lighting was installed, together with new shelving for  

    merchandise. In February the Life Drawing group from the Whiteway Centre exhibited their 
    work. Rob Upward, Sophia Murphy, showed their paintings in March, followed by Corina  

 and Oma with their vibrant “Fusion of Colours’.  Barry Hinchliff celebrated “60 years of  
 Painting” as part of the Artists Open House in May. Local craft makers displayed goods.    

 In June illustrators Carol Lawson and Chris McEwan, and glass engraver Elizabeth Lamont  
 had exhibitions, followed by students from Brighton College of Art. Thanks to London Fine  
 Art Gallery loaning drawings of former Brighton College tutor and Rottingdean resident  
 Dorothy Coke as a retrospective of her illustrations, including her WWII work. Children from 
 Newhaven Hillcrest Centre displayed work created especially for The Kipling Festival.  
 ‘Inspired by Kipling in India’ was the theme for local art and crafts people. Other events  
 included Poetry readings by the Rottingdean Writers and a puppet show with Phillip Sugg.  

 The Sussex Art Collective had the biggest exhibition of work in July. Bob Webzell’s bi- 
 annual photographic show was followed by Mick Bensley’s marine paintings in August. In  
 September the Rottingdean Camera Club returned, as did the Society of Sussex Painters,  
 Printers and Sculptors. Chris Francis, followed by flower painter Betty Dunsmore exhibited  
 in October. Abstract artist George Antoni, John Spence and Alan Atkinson will show in  
 November. In December, the Smugglers’ Puppet Theatre will be shown as a children’s play 

   sponsored by PARC. Brighton puppeteers will perform throughout the Christmas holidays.  
   2016 has been fully booked with 19 exhibitions, including 8 new professional exhibitors.     
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   Rottingdean Windmill – Colin Dellar   
   There were 650 visitors during the open afternoons on the third Sundays of May to  
   September, and for National Mills weekend in May. Although Future Evolutionary Arts  
   Turbine (FEAT) did not hold their annual contemporary arts exhibition, visitors were  

      probably encouraged when the Mill featured in a BBC local radio programme.     
 

      The Mill is in good condition, requiring only minor repairs. However, algal growth has been  
   accumulating on the feather boards and the cap on the lee side (north-east); this will have  
   to be removed by pressure-washing. The RPS has had a full repair 99-year lease which  
   expires on 29 September 2021. It had been suggested that the RPS negotiate with BHCC      

      to extend the lease.       
 
   Kipling Gardens – Valerie Whittle   
   A requirement of the Green Flag inspectors, “Friends of Kipling Gardens” is a group of local 
   residents that helps the gardener Evan Murphie when required. The group met in June to  
   discuss new planting, the beehives, use and misuse of the gardens.    
 

      BHCC holds the gardens in trust for the RPS. In October BHCC had ceased to unlock/lock  
      the gardens when   the gardener is not on duty. The Parish Council is now responsible for  

   unlocking/locking the gates, and in the summer the gates are closed at 7pm (no longer at  
      dusk, as previously).     

 
   The gardens received a Silver Award from the Green Flag inspectors. Sadly, there were  

      critical comments from the ‘In Bloom’ judges. Both inspections were conducted by ‘mystery  
   shoppers”, hence there was no direct feedback from inspectors/judges. The bees had  

      swarmed thrice in April/May and the path to the gazebo had to be closed to the public.  
      One hive was infected with waxmoth and was burnt. Two more hives had been added to  

   the meadowland. Bob Curtis, Chairman of Brighton & Lewes Beekeepers gave a talk to  
   members in The Grange.     
 
   The Croquet Club was fully subscribed this year; the Croquet Committee is exploring the  
   feasibility of obtaining funds for installing a watering system. Croquet players who wish to 
   play at 9am on weekends and public holidays (before the gardens are opened) have  

      access to keys held by their members.     
 
   Two tours were arranged for the Kipling Festival in June. The gardens were also used for  
   talks and for performances of plays for children. The organisers of the Festival kindly  
   donated £100 to the Society. A group from Blind Veterans UK was given a tour of the  
   gardens. Roy Wales arranged for The Lord Chamberlain’s Men (travelling players) to  

      perform ‘Twelfth Night’ in the gardens.      
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     Membership – John Loveridge    
     Previous records have been consolidated – deceased/relocated members deleted,  
     duplications removed, etc. The membership is currently 284; there are no contact details  
     for 13 members. Subscriptions are received by standing order from 8 anonymous  
     members; it is not possible to send information to these members as the bank refuses to  
     disclose their names. This matter will be pursued further with the bank.       
 

        Stewards & Merchandise – Rob Upward    
        Stewards are a vital group that contribute greatly to the success of The Grange Museum 

     and Gallery. The aim is to have two stewards on duty at all times and, therefore, more  
     volunteers are needed. It is a rewarding way to contribute to the cultural life of the village  
     and basic training is given. Thanks to all the stewards and, to the steward coordinators 
     who organise the monthly rotas.   
 
     Due to inclement weather the annual Volunteers’ Garden Party was held indoors in The 
     Grange. In September a full coach of volunteers visited Old Hastings as guests of Old  
     Hastings Preservation Society.     
 

        Books, pamphlets, cards and CDs of local interest are sold in the Gallery, together with  
     artists’ works. Investigations are continuing to acquire material such as biographies of  
     people with historical and cultural connections to the village.       

 
        Planning – Ken Bodfish    

     The RPS is a pressure group with its focus on the Conservation Area; it works closely with  
     the Parish Council (RPC) that is a statutory body. Rottingdean is under considerable  
     pressure to meet the Government’s demand for more housing. In the new Government bill  
     a number of safeguards have been removed, including the obligation to build ‘affordable  
     homes’ which has been replaced with the need for ‘starter homes’.       
 

       With regard to the St.Aubyns site application, the RPS had made observations to the  
       BHCC Planning Committee and to RPC. The RPS welcomes sensitive development on  
       the ‘brownfield’ site between The Twitten and High Street, which, if approved will benefit  

    the village. But the Society is very concerned about the possible loss of the playing field  
    which would have a detrimental effect on the character of this unusual Downland village.    
 
    The Society does not normally comment on planning proposals outside the historic core of  
    the Village. However, it has worries about the plans for Meadow Vale as they infill the  

       important green gap between the main body of the South Downs National Park from  
       Castle Hill in the east to Beacon Hill in the west.  

 
    The RPS had made observations on planning applications around The Green and the 
    bottom of Steyning Road, and is pleased that BHCC planning officers were generally 
    sympathetic to the Society’s views. Of growing concern is the dreadful state of the  
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    cottages at the south-western end of High Street; fortunately, BHCC is taking action. 
             

       Thanks to Arthur Collins, Rottingdean has many more buildings listed on the Heritage  
       Buildings List produced by BHCC for Conservation Areas. Arthur is the RPS  
       representative on the Conservation Advisory Group, an independent advisory group to  
       BHCC, consisting of 23 different societies. The RPS is making a financial contribution  
       towards the refurbishment of heritage street lighting in the centre of the village, with the  
       help of the Parish Council and BHCC appropriate historic advice.     
 
       Archives – Mike Laslett    
       Thanks to John Leech for his very interesting article “Growing up in the 1930s”. Thank  
        you to John Loveridge for his very informative article “Balsdean Village”. There is a  

     wealth of material in the archives, with some records dating from 1898. It is intended to 
     put as much as possible on a database on the RPS website. Thanks to Gabby Dempster  

        for helping to organise the archives and the archive room.     
 

4.  PRESENTATION OF THE ANNUAL ACCOUNTS FOR 2014 – 2015 – Anne Johnson      
  The Society had a trading profit of £112,38 during the year as a result of the sale of  
  investments in CAF and Cazenove. Of this, £60,000 was invested in Hargreaves Lansdown  
  in a portfolio as per the accounts. The remainder was spent on installing low-energy lighting  
  in the museum. The cash funds at 30 April 2015 were £96,827 (April 2014 -- £86,800). 
  Investments at 30 April 2015 were    £67,570 (April 2014 -- £79,377).  The Committee is  
  considering moving a proportion of the monies invested in the United Trust Bank to the  
  Hargreaves Lansdown portfolio to obtain a better investment return.  
 
  The accounts were proposed for approval by Frank Wenstrom and seconded by Derek de  
  Young.    

 
5.  ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS   
     The following were proposed for election by Norman Cuddeford, seconded by Roy Wales  
     and elected ‘en bloc’: 
     Officers :  Christopher Davidson – Chairman; Barbara Coligan – Secretary;  
                      Anne Johnson -Treasurer. 
     Executive Committee Members: Valerie Whittle, Colin Dellar, Rob Upward, John Loveridge,  
                                                         Ken Bodfish.   
 
6.   ELECTION OF CUSTODIAN TRUSTEES     
      The following were proposed for election by Dawn Davidson, seconded by John Loveridge 

and elected ‘en bloc’:  
      Lady Helena Hughes, Norman Cuddeford, John Blackman, Frank Wenstrom.  
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7. Consideration of business for which written notice shall have been given to the
Secretary at least seven days before the AGM.
There was none.

8. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
It was suggested that a statue of Kipling should be erected in Kipling Gardens. The
Chairman said that the RPS would support this if sufficient funds were available. An
advertisement for tours of the village and gardens at a cost of £6 per head had appeared in
a local café, and it was suggested that the RPS should charge groups for tours.

The Chairman thanked the members for attending and closed the meeting.
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ANNUAL REPORT 2016 

 

 

Chairman’s Report  
Chris Davidson 
 
This year has seen a number of new initiatives, and we have welcomed several new members 
to the committee who have greatly contributed to our activities. Anne-Sara Odor, our new 
Gallery Co-ordinator comes from a background in the fashion industry, and has only recently 
moved to the village from the USA. She has given a new stimulus to our exhibitions in the 
Gallery, which continue to attract large numbers of visitors. An important development is her 
development of a link to local schools, following a very successful experiment with Our Lady of 
Lourdes School in the Spring. 
 
Less visible, but no less important for the Society, Mike Laslett our new Archivist, has gone 
through our Archives and come to grips with much of the valuable material that we hold, but 
which is so seldom seen. In this he has been amply helped by Gabby Dempster, who became 
involved when she catalogued the St Aubyns archive after the closure of the School in 2014. 
They have formed a formidable team and now exhibit items from the Archive in a new cabinet in 
the lobby of the Grange for the interest of the general public. We also plan to put much of this 
valuable information on a new website so that it will be readily accessible to members of the 
public. 
 
The Museum has continued to attract a good deal of interest with the ‘Cinema by The Sea’ 
exhibition, in which show how Rottingdean has played its part in the development of the British 
cinema in the latter part of the last century. Further additions are planned for the Kipling room 
and the South Gallery, but perhaps the most welcome development is the refurbishment of the 
Burne-Jones room next year. This room was beautifully created soon after the Museum was 
taken over by the Society in the 1990s, by Mike Jerome and Michael Smith. Now, with the help 
of a generous donor from the village, we hope to re-design it to give greater emphasis on the 
relation between Burne-Jones and the village. 
 
During the year 2015-6, the Executive have continued to strengthen the position of the Society 
for the future. One of the most important actions was to extend the existing Grange Lease with 
Brighton and Hove Council, due to end in 2020, by a further 10 years up to 2030. This initiative 
seems to have been welcomed by the Council, and with the help of Colin Dellar, we are now in 
the process of extending the Windmill Lease, due to end in 2021, for a further 25 years. 
Although this represents a considerable commitment by the Society, we have negotiated strong 
‘get-out’ clauses should the Society’s fortunes change in the future. 
 
One of the highlights of last year was the success of our volunteer team in the Grange garden, 
supported so admirably by Sue Backhouse and Glenda Vincent, both former members of the 
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RPS Executive. Following the extensive repairs to the flint walls in 2014, and removal of the 
mulberry and other trees on safety grounds, there was considerable re-structuring and 
replanting of the beds carried out early in the year. But all their efforts paid great dividends 
because when they were judged in the summer they won a clutch of awards from the Brighton 
In Bloom Competition. These included the Best Charity Community Garden and The Ed Furey 
Cup for Community Involvement as well as the Silver Gilt Award in the Heritage Garden section 
of the SE and South In Bloom competition.   
 
One of the suggestions made by the Judges was that the garden should have some 
explanatory signs drawing the attention of the public to the historical nature of the house and 
the gardens, owing as they do so much to the original designs by Lutyens and Gertrude Jekyll. 
These have now been installed and have already proved popular with the visitors. This has led 
us to review all the signage, including those on the windmill and Kipling Gardens and we plan to 
renew these over the coming year. Anne-Sara Odor is also working on re-furbishing the annex 
to the café, to include information about Gertrude Jekyll and the original garden design which 
featured in an issue of London Life before the war. 
 
The Kipling Gardens has always had a central part to play in our activities and we are very 
grateful for the continual watch our Vice-Chairman, Valerie Whittle, keeps on the gardens 
throughout the year. A welcome development has been the re-convening of the Friends of 
Kipling Gardens, a group formed from interested people in the village, to give some general 
support to the garden maintenance and advise on issues such as the problems that occurred 
with the beehives. We plan to develop this group further over the coming year. 
 
Another unsung member of the committee has been our new Membership Secretary. John 
Loveridge joined us last year, and has completely overhauled our Membership list so that at last 
we actually have a list we can all rely on. Although our membership has fallen somewhat in 
recent years, perhaps with the aging of the population, we now have a firm base on which to 
attract new members and we are very grateful for his help in developing this strategy. 
 
Planning remains one important activity of the Society, and we continue to keep a close eye on 
any developments in the conservation area. The development of St Aubyns remains the most 
significant issue for both the Society and the village as a whole and we await new proposals 
from Linden Homes following the rejection of their initial application. Arthur Collins, now 
thankfully restored to good health, and the experience of Ken Bodfish, have proved invaluable 
for us in this area. 
 
Finally, I would like to pay a particular tribute to Rob Upward, whose steady hand has allowed 
the easiest of transitions between the previous Gallery Organiser, Amanda Davidson and Anne-
Sara Odor. Rob has also really engendered a team spirit amongst the current Stewards, with 
the regular meetings before exhibitions as well as the social events such as the Garden party 
and the annual outing, this year to his home, the Isle of Wight. Our Stewards continue to be the 
backbone of our everyday activities in The Grange, and it is very gratifying to see them 
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strengthen as a group over the last year under his leadership. We do need more help, but I am 
confident that we can find new members to help us. 

As we look towards the coming year we plan other initiatives within the village such as the new 
street lighting and the Blue Plaque scheme, in conjunction with the Parish Council, so that, as a 
Society, our activities are not seen solely to centre on The Grange, important though it is. In this 
we are strongly supported by our Investment and Insurance committee.  

In closing, I would like to thank all members of the Executive, who have contributed so much to 
our activities over the last year. But my special thanks go to Barbara Coligan who will be 
resigning at the end of the year after almost a decade as Secretary to the Society. As with so 
many organisations, the Secretary is the key figure to make everything run smoothly, and 
Barbara and her husband, Mike, have provided us with invaluable help in so many areas. We 
owe them both a great debt of gratitude. 

Secretary’s Report 
Barbara Coligan  

The Annual Return for the period 1st May 2014 – 30th April 2015 was sent to the Charity 
Commission in February 2016. This document consists of the Trustees Annual Report (TAR), 
the Annual Accounts for 2014-15 together with an Independent Examiner’s Report and, details 
of the RPS Trustees. All the Executive Committee members are Trustees, in addition to four 
Custodian Trustees. The TAR covers the structure, governance and management of the RPS, 
its objectives, activities, achievements and performance and, a financial review. 

The Society had a stall at the Rottingdean Village Fair with publicity leaflets and merchandise. 
A successful ‘Fishing‘ game made a small contribution to the Fair’s takings.   

The Museum   
Marcus Bagshaw 

There are 2 permanent exhibitions on “local history”: St Aubyns School – the first 50 years, and 
Enid Bagnold – how Rottingdean influenced her work as an author and playwright, with 
particular reference to her 1935 novel “National Velvet” and to “The Chalk Garden”. The Dora 
Bryan exhibition continued to be popular. BBC TV filmed a programme for the “One Show” at 
The Grange on Dora and how it was for her children growing up with famous parents (Dora’s 
husband was the celebrated cricketer Bill Lawton). The programme was broadcast in 
September. 

A new exhibition “Cinema by the Sea” celebrates the Golden and Silver ages of British film 
making and its associations with Rottingdean, Brighton and other parts of Sussex Films include 
‘Brighton Rock’ (1948) with Richard Attenborough, ‘Genevieve’ (1952) the London to Brighton 
Car Rally, ‘O What a Lovely War’ (1969) featured Brighton Pier with Richard Attenborough.  
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Audrey Hepburn visited Rottingdean Windmill in 1951 and these photos were published in 
“illustrated Magazine”. Barbara Streisand visited Brighton in 1970. Elizabeth Taylor, the star of 
“National Velvet” visited Rottingdean. Ditchling based engineer Roland Emmett designed the 
car in “Chitty, Chitty, Bang, Bang”, Dame Anna Neagle and Max Miller were also associated 
with Brighton.   
 
The Grange Gallery  
Anne-Sara Odor   
 
In February the Gallery opened with freshly decorated white walls welcomed by exhibitors, 
which with the gallery grade lighting has created a charming, bright, neutral space attracting 
local artists with bookings through to 2018. Embracing a commitment to the local community 
this year, an important collaboration began with Our Lady of Lourdes School with an exhibition 
of students’ work that was enjoyed by children and family, attracting an enormous number of 
new visitors who had been unaware of the Gallery. 
  
In early spring 2018 the Gallery will present its first Childrens’ Arts Festival collaborating with 
local schools. Generously sponsored by PARC, in spring the Gallery held 2 children’s 
workshops in association with Arthropod Arts, creating birds and flowers that were hung in the 
beautiful gardens and introduced young artists to The Grange. 
   
The Rottingdean Art Club, the Whiteway Centre, and the Hillcrest Centre exhibited the work of 
many talented local artists and students. With these multiple artists’ exhibitions proving popular 
with visitors, the Gallery is delighted to be hosting similar shows next year. 
    
Celebrated sculptor Eve Shepherd exhibited as guest artist during the May Artists’ Open 
Houses exhibition which was a mix of 20 artists and crafts people attracting unprecedented 
numbers of visitors. We look forward to the Open Houses in May 2017 with the added attraction 
of live music and workshops. 
   
Many artists return to the Gallery, as Sarah Hill did for her 11th exhibition that can sometimes 
cause a stir! The diversity of the Gallery offers a blend of tradition and contemporary work which 
reflects in this year’s exhibitions. Acclaimed illustrators Carol Lawson and Chris McEwan 
returned with an elevated exhibition generating successful sales. Next year they will exhibit 
again with coverage in ‘Sussex Life’ magazine. 
   
Renowned stained glass artist Elizabeth Lamont exhibited her beautiful pieces in the windows 
of the Gallery and is now working on the upcoming 2017 Edward Burne-Jones exhibition which 
will pay homage to his stained glass. 
    
Celebrating the season, in December The Grange decorates Christmas trees and hosts a 
Christmas arts and gifts selling exhibition. The Gallery sells merchandise acknowledging the 
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extraordinary artists and authors that have lived and worked in Rottingdean with books about 
Rudyard Kipling, William Nicholson, Gertrude Jekyll and Edwin Lutyens, to name but a few.    
 
Wishing to preserve the charm that is The Grange we are gently approaching technology and 
social media with the launch of The Grange Gallery website and the use of credit card facilities 
with the hope that this will increase the number of visitors. Marian Philips, our gallery steward 
has taken on the role of writing for the Gallery which can be seen in local magazines and 
websites.    
 
The Windmill 
Colin Dellar   
 
Maintenance: Following the annual inspection of the lightning conductors it was found that one 
of the three conductors was giving incorrect readings so remedial work was undertaken to 
repair this fault. Apart from this minor problem no other work has been required during the year 
other than the usual maintenance. 
    
Open days and exhibitions: Unfortunately, the art exhibition which we were hoping would be 
held in May did not take place, however we have received enquiries about holding an exhibition 
early next year. Visitors numbers to our open afternoons are a little down on last year’s figures 
in spite of the usual advertising taking place. A small oak framed notice board is going to be 
made which will be attached to the Mill and this will show details of opening dates and times. 
 
Next year the Mill will be open between 2.00pm and 4.30pm on the following days: Saturday 13 
May/Sunday 14 May – National Mills Weekend, Sunday 18 June, Sunday 16 July, Sunday 20 
August, Sunday 17 Sept. If there are any local schools, organisations or societies who would 
like a private visit to the Mill then please contact us as we are always happy to arrange these.   
 
Mill Lease: Rottingdean Preservation Society have been looking after the Mill on a 99-year full 
repairing lease and this is due to expire on 29 September 2021. The RPS realises how 
important this iconic Mill is to   the village so negotiations with BHCC are taking place with a 
view to extending our lease for 25 years under   the same terms and conditions as at present 
but with an additional opt out clause of 6 months. BHCC appear keen to proceed with this 
extension to the lease and have said how much they appreciate the care and attention which 
RPS give to the Mill. We hope that the lease extension can be signed before the end of this 
year.   
 
Membership 
John Loveridge   
 
The membership list is now fully accurate and membership renewal requests are being issued, 
to those members who do not pay by standing order, on a monthly basis. The leaflet that is 
aimed at prospective new members has been reprinted and copies have been left with the five 
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estate agents in the village. Our Gift Aid claims are up to date; this brings in to the RPS about 
£700 per year. 
   
At the time of writing (29 Aug 2016) the membership list stands at 264 members which is one 
less than this time last year. Of the members: we have email addresses for 55% of them 67% 
pay by standing order.    
 
Stewards 
Rob Upward   
 
Almost 60 people currently give the time regularly to voluntarily steward The Grange Museum 
and Art Gallery. Sincere thanks go to them all, for making all our many visitors feel welcomed, 
informed and interested in the permanent displays and the sequence of temporary Art 
exhibitions. Without them, The Grange would simply be unable to function in the innovative and 
inspirational way it does. 
    
Particular thanks go to the team of Steward Co-ordinators, who monitor and maintain the rota 
on a monthly basis. Sixty sounds like a healthy number of volunteers, but 4 stewards are 
needed daily (2 in the morning, 2 in the afternoon) and The Grange is open every day but 
Wednesday. More stewards are urgently needed to maintain our current levels, and take some 
pressure off those who find themselves behind the stewards’ desk several times a month.  
 
There is an annual Volunteers Outing (this year to Osborne on the Isle of Wight) and an annual 
Garden Party in The Grange gardens. There are also private views for major exhibitions. It can 
be a rewarding experience, meeting the public in such a stimulating environment, and 
contributing to this important part of Rottingdean’s rich cultural heritage. 
 
So, if you, or someone you know, would be willing to give up a few hours a month, at a day and 
time convenient to you, to work with a fellow steward, please contact me on 01273 309097, or 
leave your name and contact details with a steward at The Grange. I will arrange basic training 
for you, and get you on the rota.   
 
Planning 
Ken Bodfish    
 
The saga of St Aubyns continues and whilst the previous planning application was refused by 
Brighton & Hove City Council, we understand that discussions are taking place between a 
prospective developer and the City. As and when any formal application is made, the Society 
will continue to express strong reservations about the loss of this open space. Further, we are 
concerned that any development which may be approved, should be appropriate to the village 
and its character. 
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In general, we concentrate on planning issues which are related to the historic core of the 
village. To this end we have made representations regarding planning applications affecting 
Dean Court Road, The Green and the old Barclays Bank building in the High Street. 
  
A new type of proposal has recently come forward which is causing considerable concern. This 
affects the boundary between the village and the National Park. It is not always appreciated that 
all of the green space contiguous with the ‘urban’ aspect of Rottingdean is the responsibility of 
the South Downs National Park Authority. A number of strips of land have been sold by the 
landowner to the owners of residential properties adjacent to the Park boundary. 
  
There has been an application to turn such a strip into an extension of a garden and thus 
change the field from a historic agricultural space to that associated with a residential property. 
We share the concern of others that if such an application were to be approved, it could set a 
precedent which would alter the relationship between the village and the Downland. 
    
A positive development of late has been an agreement between the Parish Council and the City 
Council to replace the street lighting with standards known as Windsor’s and which are more 
appropriate to a village setting. The Society will be making a financial contribution to this and we 
hope the ‘roll-out’ will begin soon. 
   
As ever, I am extremely grateful to Arthur Collins who not only represents us on the City 
Council’s Conservation Advisory Group but more importantly, is always at hand to spot planning 
issues and provide very sound advice.    
 
Kipling Gardens 
Valerie Whittle    
 
Ivy : The most significant development this year has been the invasion of ivy in all parts of the 
Gardens. It had been particularly noticeable on the walls of the Rose Garden giving it a very 
gloomy appearance, and the roof of the adjacent Apple Store where the Gardener keeps his 
stools. Nevertheless, it is present as ground cover throughout the Gardens and also on many 
trees. The pergola, once consisting of eight flint pillars now has five of these smothered in ivy. 
  
Sidney Goldman, who bought the house and gardens in 1908 was a man of great energy and 
many business enterprises.  He made the garden as the bones of it remain today and would be 
very sorry to see its deterioration.  
 
The difficulty of tackling the ivy prompted us to advertise in Rottingdean Village News for 
volunteers to work in the Gardens to control this problem.  Six members of the public started in 
March, of these three found the work too difficult and after a couple of months we were left with 
three regulars who come on Tuesdays from 10 – noon each week. 
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Initially they cut down the ivy on the walls of the Rose Garden but more recently have been 
working on other areas where Evan has needed instant help especially in the Herb Garden 
which wet weather had caused to be extremely overgrown. Here one of the volunteers has 
made an extensive and most attractive survey of the contents in his own time. We will be 
appealing for more volunteers in the October issue of Rottingdean Village News and at the 
forthcoming AGM 

Echiums : Evan was given a large amount of seeds of Echium Pininiana which he has spread 
in the Rose  Garden. These plants, natives of the Canary Islands grow largely in Teneriffe on 
the sides of Mt Tiede. They are certainly growing very quickly in the Kipling Gardens and it 
remains to be seen how well they will adapt to our weather in the shelter of the Rose Garden. 
The winter will be their testing time as, although they tolerate cold they do not tolerate cold wet 
weather.  Their large rosettes of light green lanceate leaves are covered with silvery hair.  In 
summer a single shoot up to three meters long, bears light blue flowers. 

Support from Brighton Council: We have recently been informed by Brighton Council that 
they will no longer maintain the benches in the Gardens. However, the donor of the two large 
benches in the Rose Garden has independently arranged for these to be revarnished and 
accepted the suggestion that he should include the adjacent third bench which has now been 
done. Since then he has generously offered to sponsor the refurbishment of six more benches 
in the Green Extension and this has now begun.  

The ceasing of locking and unlocking the gates instituted by Brighton Council last year which 
initially caused some problems, has now settled down with a regular rota supervised by a 
member of the Parish Council and now only rarely causes difficulty. 

Bees : The two additional hives added last year have had to be removed as spring swarmings 
were causing  difficulty.  We are now returned to our original two hives.   

Dramatic Performance: The Lord Chamberlain’s men once again performed in the Gardens in 
June, this year. giving us Shakespeare’s Much Ado About Nothing.  The 200 tickets were sold 
out and although rain was expected it did not arrive, and we were all able to enjoy their 
entertaining play without getting wet. Our thanks are due to Roy Wales for arranging for these 
travelling players to delight us once again.   

Croquet: The croquet club has proved very popular once again this year. We have our full 
membership of 50 playing members. Improvement in the quality of play in both golf croquet and 
the more advanced association croquet especially in adopting the arrangements to site hoops 
with separate runs for each type, as recommended by the Croquet Association. Several recent 
members have developed enough to be included in team tournaments at Southwick as well as 
friendly matches with other clubs both at home and away.  
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During the winter members worked hard to increase the security of our pavilion and improve 
facilities generally. Two new hoses have been acquired and are proving very welcome in the 
current extremely hot weather. The lawn has suffered, both with a fungus disease, which is 
responding to treatment, and also from crows vigorously digging into the hoop holes looking for 
food. 
   
Green Flag: The Gardens have been inspected and await a report expected in good time for 
the AGM.   
 
Archives 
Mike Laslett   
 
In my first year as Hon. Archivist to the Society I have been most ably supported by Gabby 
Dempster as Associate Archivist. During the year the archive room was repainted and the 
storage improved. This improved environment made our task of amalgamating the collection 
much easier.    
 
A display cabinet was purchased so that visitors entering the Grange may view historic 
photographs or documents which would otherwise be out of public view in our archive store. 
Each time the display is refreshed there is a corresponding article in The Deans Magazine. 
Hopefully this will promote interest in the work of our Society and increase visitors to the 
Grange.  
  
Your archivists have dealt with many public enquiries from far and wide by telephone or e-mail. 
The majority related to family history or to specific properties. We have gleaned information 
from such contacts where ever possible. We have also liaised with The Keep and Brighton 
Museum and advised on restoration at the Grange. We welcome gifts of photographs or 
documents relating to the history of the village. We also welcome items which may be loaned 
for short term display then returned to the owner. 
   
Finally, may I pay tribute to Maggie Loveridge, John Leech and all previous archivists. Without 
their efforts we would not have this valuable archive of our village history, particularly the 
records of our churchyard   burials and the genealogies of all well-known Rottingdean families.  
Your archivists are happy to organise guided tours of the village or churchyard ending at The 
Grange for refreshment. The last group from Horsham U3A donated £47.   
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Anne Johnson 
 
Cash Funds at 30 April 2016 were £36,703 (in 2015 they were £96,827). The investments 
at 30 April 2016 were £122,439 (in 2015 they were £67,570). 
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The Society this year transferred £60,000 from the United Trust Bank to the Hargreaves 
Lansdown portfolio to gain better investment returns. 
Gift Aid was claimed from HM Revenue in the accounting year and £721 was received in 
May 2016. A further claim of £848.75 for this year has been processed. 
 
It has been a quiet trading year but next year we have various plans, as explained in the 
Chairman’s report to be involved in activities in celebrating the village of Rottingdean. 
 

   



                                           ROTTINGDEAN  PRESERVATION  SOCIETY
                      RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDING 30-APRIL-2016

2015-2016 2014-2015
RECEIPTS £ £
SUBSCRIPTIONS  AND  DONATIONS
Subscriptions 5473 4204
Gift Aid 0 2006
Donations 809 379
Windmill  Donations 348 428

6630 7017
OPERATING ACTIVITIES TO GENERATE FUNDS
Rent Received 10800 10800
Tea Garden 2920 2745
Exhibitions and Rent 17961 21066
Museum Sales 559 627
Other Income 684 526
Transfer from Subscription Account 10000 0

42924 35764
INVESTMENT INCOME RECEIPTS
Investment Income 0 1135
Bank Interest 1658 1785

1658 2920
CAPITAL RECEIPTS
Disposal proceeds - Investments 85000 79056
TOTAL RECEIPTS 136212 124757

PAYMENTS FOR GENERATING FUNDS
Museum Stock for Re-sale 85 439
Museum Costs 1819 8142
Grange Rent 7362 6956
Utilities 1253 836
Advertising and Publicity 1856 662
Rental Expenses/ Costs 0 636
Grange Running Costs 5763 3657
Gardening and Plants 4719 3171
Grange Repairs Maintenance and Security 4375 9030
Legal Fees 540 240
Commercial and General Insurance 2226 2612
Membership Costs 0 1474
Artist Payments (net of commission) 10604 14207

40602 52062
CHARITABLE PAYMENTS
Windmill Repairs and Maintenance 1098 329
Copper Plaque and Website 0 0
Subscriptions and Donations 270 729
Administration 0 0
Meetings and Annual Report 339 312
Trustees Insurance 0 0
Miscellaneous 120 0

1827 1370

CAPITAL PAYMENTS
Purchase - Investments 85000 60087

TOTAL  PAYMENTS 127429 113519

RECEIPTS NET OF RECEIPTS / (PAYMENTS) 8783 11238



                                ROTTINGDEAN  PRESERVATION  SOCEITY
                                  PAYMENTS  FOR  GENERATING  FUNDS

2015-2016 2014-2015

Cash Funds last year end 96827 86800
Cash Funds this year end 36703 96827

                             STATEMENT OF ASSETS & LIABILITIES AT 30-APRIL-2016

CASH FUNDS
£ £

LLOYDS TSB SUBSCRIPTION ACCOUNT 1468 5996
LLOYDS TSB CURRENT ACCOUNT 9142 5793
UNITED BANK TRUST 25000 85000
HARGREVES LANSDOWN 1055 0
FLOAT 38 38

36703 96827

INVESTMENTS (Cost £120,087)

4927 ABERDEEN TRACKER 28429 15809
9681 FRANKLIN UK MID CAP 31182 17667
1107 RIT CAPITAL PARTNERS  ordinary GP1 32658 17490
11971 ROYAL LONDON UK equity 30170 16604

122439 67570

ASSETS RETAINED FOR CHARITIES USE

BOOKS AND CARDS 837 826

LIABILITIES

DEPOSIT RE-TEA GARDEN 400 400
DEPOSIT RE FLAT 700 700
SOUTHERN WATER 100 100
B&HCC INSURANCE 0 0

1200 1200

NOTE :- RPS have not received any Gas or Electrical Costs from B&HCC in this trading year
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TO THE TRUSTEES OF THE ROTTINGDEAN PRESERVATION SOCIETY 

I report on the receipts and payments accounts of the Trust for the year ended 30th April 
2016, which are set out on pages 21 and 22. 

Respective responsibilities of Trustees and Examiner 
The charity's trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts. The charity's 
trustees consider that an audit is not required for this year (under section 144 (2) of the 
Charities Act 2011) (the Act), and that an independent examination is needed.   

It is my responsibility: 
• to examine the accounts (under section 145 of the 2011 Act;
• to follow the procedures laid down in the General Directions given by the Charity

Commissioners (under section 145 (5) (b) of the Act; and
• to state whether particular matters have come to my attention.

Basis of Independent Examiner's Report 
My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by the 
Charity Commission. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by 
the charity and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also includes 
consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking 
explanations from the trustees concerning any such matters.  The procedures undertaken 
do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit, and consequently no 
audit opinion is given as to whether the accounts present a "true and fair view" and the 
report is limited to those matters set out in the statement below. 

Independent Examiner's Statement  
In the course of my examination, no matter has come to my attention:  

1) which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the
requirements
• to keep accounting records in accordance with section 130 of the 2011 Act; and
• to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and to comply with

the accounting requirements of the 2011 Act have not been met; or

to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of 
the accounts to be reached.  

Afshin Taraz FCA, 47, Dean Court Road, Rottingdean, Brighton, BN2 7DL 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 

ROTTINGDEAN PRIOR TO AND DURING WW2 
John Leech 

In 1938, the year of crisis, war seemed inevitable and plans were made to evacuate the children 
from the cities to safer areas. Rottingdean was considered a safe area, so arrangements were 
made to send pupils and teachers of a Croydon school to the Village. 

When the Munich Agreement was signed in 
September 1938, tension eased. But 
despite this Germany invaded Poland, and 
this action provoked Britain and France to 
declare war on Germany on 3rd September 
1939. France collapsed in May 1940 and 
the British Expeditionary Force was 
evacuated from the Dunkirk beaches. 
Several wounded soldiers were taken to 
the Royal Sussex Hospital, and members 
of the Rottingdean Red Cross Detachment 
No. 172 attended. 

The coastline become front line so access to the beaches was barred by barbed wire. Anti-
aircraft guns were positioned along the cliff tops. A Royal Observation Post was provided at the 
highest point of Beacon Hill.  

The Village Hall became the First 
Aid Centre and a Fire Station with 
7 men was set up in West St. The 
Local defence Corp. comprising 
the elderly (ex-WW1) and youths 
was renamed the Home Guard in 
May 1940. Their HQ was the 
Plough Inn and Col. Filkins was in 
charge. 

Air Raid Wardens gave general 
assistance, checked the blackout 

and gave warning of gas attack by means of a rattle. Gas masks were issued to everyone. The 
local Police were responsible for ringing the church bells in the case of invasion. The Air Raid 
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warning siren was located on the office roof at the bottom of Neville Rd. A large circular water 
tank for emergencies was at the top of this road. 

The Army occupied Roedean 
School on 4th August 1940 after the 
school had left for Keswick. The 
Canadian regiments took over St 
Dunstans and Tudor Close Hotel. 
During their stay the Queen 
inspected them in Rottingdean. On 
7th April 1941, the Admiralty took 
over Roedean School and St 
Dunstans from the Canadians, 
then called HMS Vernon. It 
became the Training School for 
Torpedoes and Mines, and for the 
Electrical branches of the Royal Navy. 

On the 19th August 1942, the Canadians raided Dieppe, but suffered a severe defeat and many 
lost their lives. Some say that it was due to ‘careless talk’ that the Germans knew the raid was 
planned. 

Rottingdean village suffered it’s first direct attack on December 18th 1941. A Dornier 217 came 
in and dropped it’s payload of four 500lb bombs. One bomb hit St Margaret’s flats. Another 
bounced in St Aubyns filed and exploded in fron t of the Vicarage. War Reserve policeman 
Harold Stone was on duty at the crossroads and was killed by a fragment of debris. The final 
bomb fell near Tudor Close Hotel.  

Much could be added to this article about the provision of Anderson (external) and Morrison 
(internal) shelters, rations, V1 and V2 attacks etc. D-Day took place on 6th June 1944 and the 
end of WW2 against Germany was officially declared on May 8th 1945. 

======================== 
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MARTELLO TOWERS 
John Loveridge 

We have all come across the Martello 
towers, more than one hundred of which 
stretch along the coast from Sussex to 
Suffolk; the nearest one to Rottingdean being 
at Seaford. But from where do the design 
and name come? 

We have to go back to 15th and 16th century 
Corsica to find the origins. At this time 
Corsica was owned by the Republi of Genoa and was subject to repeated attacks by barbarian 
pirates, by the English and by others; to counter these attacks Genoa built several hundred 
defensive towers, all circular, around the coast of Corsica.   

Each tower was used as a watch tower and as a beacon such that, should an unknown vessel 
be seen approaching, a beacon was lit on the top of the tower; when this was seen by a 
neighbouring tower another beacon was lit and so on, such that in a short space of time the 
whole island was aware of the approaching enemy.  Each tower was also equipped with canons 
facing the sea.  One of these watch towers can be found on the coast of the Bay of St. Florent 
in north-west Corsica at a place called Martello Point (U Punti di Mortellu in the Corsican 
language). 

Corsica was in fact under British rule from 1794 to 1796 and a part of the British offensive to 
take control of Corsica involved the bombardment, from the sea, of the tower at Martello Point 
which was then held by French troops who riposted with heavy canon fire. This bombardment 
lasted from September 1793 to February 1794 during which time the British lost many men and 
ships – it was only on 9 February 1794 that the British were able to take possession of the 
tower. The Commander-in-Chief of the British fleet in the Mediterranean was Admiral Sir John 
Jervis who, being most impressed by the design of the Genoese towers, wrote at the time "I 
hope to see such works erected on every part of the English coast likely for an enemy to make 
a descent on." 

Nine years later, in 1803, Boulogne-sur-mer, opposite Dover, had become a base of the French 
fleet of more than 130,000 men and 22,000 warships which were ready to invade England.  The 
British military, still remembering how difficult it was to take Martello tower in Corsica, therefore 
constructed, using the same design as the Martello tower in Corsica, the series of towers that 
we now know as Martello towers. 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS 2015 - 2016 

Chris Davidson – Chairman               christopherdavidson@mac.com       304349     

Valerie Whittle – valerie.whittle3@gmail.com           305901 
Vice-Chairman / Kipling Gardens 

Barbara Coligan – Secretary              coligan@ntlworld.com                      271451 
Anne Johnson – Treasurer               ra-johnson@tiscali.co.uk                  301751 

Colin Dellar – The Windmill / The Grange          thedellars@ntlworld.com                 300355 

Ken Bodfish - Planning               ken.bodfish@gmail.com             309476 
Rob Upward – Stewards/Merchandise          robert.upward@btinternet.com        309097 
John Loveridge – Membership Secretary          johnmaglov@gmail.com 301164 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 
Marcus Bagshaw                marcusbagshaw@hotmail.com         07826 236827    
Grange Museum Curator 
Anne-Sara Odor                                annesara.odor@gmail.com 07921 839793 
Grange Gallery Organiser 

Mike Laslett  Archivist      mikelaslett@ntlworld.com      271075 

Gabby Dempster: Ass. Archivist        gabtielledempster@hotmail.com     07776 296260 
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