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ROTTINGDEAN PRESERVATION SOCIETY 
 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, THURSDAY 2 NOVEMBER 2017  
 

7.30 pm The Whiteway Centre Rottingdean 
 

1. Present 
Chris Davidson (Chair), Valerie Whittle, Anne Johnson, Colin Dellar, Rob Upward, John Loveridge, Ken 
Bodfish, Marcus Bagshawe, Mike Laslett, Rowena Bennett (Minutes) 
 
In addition 25 members attended 
 
Apologies: John Cooper, Pauline Dellar, John Collins, Jean Talbot, Seamus St George, Chris Wales,  Roy 

Wales, Jean Wells 

 
2. Minutes of the 2016 AGM  

These were proposed for approval by David Hunt and seconded by Veronica Carter and then 
signed by the Chair. 
 

3. Matters arising from the 2016 Minutes 

There were none.   
 

4. Presentation of the Annual Report for 2017 
Chair’s Report – Christopher Davidson 
 
The Annual Report had already been circulated to members in advance in accordance with the 
Society’s constitution so the Chair made the following additional points accompanied by a 
Powerpoint display: 

 He set out the slightly different format of the 2017 AGM from the previous year’s and 
explained briefly a proposal to move the AGM to an earlier date, possibly in September, 
depending on the timing of the auditing of the accounts  

 The Chair thanked Mick Bensley for permitting his picture of the Windmill to be 
reproduced on the front of the Report  

 The Chair went on to outline the objects of the Preservation Society, in particular the 
responsibility for maintenance of the Windmill.  He explained the developing relationship 
between the Windmill with the Beacon Hub and the increased number of Windmill Open 
Days  

 He then gave a brief discourse on the visitor numbers to The Grange and the projected 
disability access. Rob Upward confirmed the continuing increase in visitor numbers and 
the fact that visitors are spending longer, and he outlined initiatives to involve more 
children at the gallery in The Grange, in particular links with local schools.  He concluded 
by telling the meeting that the painting on the rear of the Report had been painted by 41 
people visiting the village fair! 

 The Chair thanked Mike Laslett and Gabby Dempster for sorting and cataloguing the 
archive material so that it is more accessible by the public.  

 At the Chair’s invitation Marcus Bagshawe introduced a new exhibition about the Royal 
British Legion Women’s’ Section Rottingdean which is to be ready in time for 
Remembrance Sunday, and described future exhibitions about Gracie Fields and a link 
with the Brighton exhibition in 2018 about the restored Brighton Belle. 
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 The Chair then covered various items in The Grange tea gardens including the 
performances of ‘The Importance of Being Earnest’ which hopefully will be followed in 
2018 with ‘Twelfth Night’, the award given to the volunteers who look after the gardens, 
and the proposed installation of handrails on steps within the gardens. 

 He acknowledged and thanked the stewards for their assistance in the gallery and 
Lesley for providing teas in the gardens and refreshments on other occasions. 

 The Chair moved on to Kipling Gardens and described to members the bee incident and 
its outcome, and the Society’s proposals for 2018 to fund repairs and improvements to 
the gardens including the thinning of some trees.  

 The Chair touched briefly on the St Aubyns development and confirmed that the Society 
is sympathetic to the proposals for the conservation area but less keen on those for the 
sports field. 

 The Chair then described in brief proposals for Golden Square (renovation of the Wash 
House exterior, improvements to the planted areas in conjunction with Rottingdean in 
Bloom), the Quarterdeck (new signage), and the Quaker Burial Ground (signage plus 
keeping a watching brief as any sale  of the ‘Coppers’ and the adjacent burial ground 
goes through). 

 Ken Bodfish briefly outlined three planning issues namely (i) the successful installation of 
new ‘old’ street lighting funded jointly by the Society and the Parish Council (ii) the fact 
that the Meadow Vale planning application has gone to the Inspectorate and (iii) that the 
Parish Council is having discussions about St Aubyns Field,   

 The Chair invited Mike Laslett to give a verbal report on work to document the graves in 
the churchyard in conjunction with the new vicar. 

 Finally the Chair informed the meeting of the intended refurbishment of the Burne-Jones 
Room by a small team of volunteers, and the proposal to link up with Tate Britain’s 
Burne-Jones exhibition in 2018. 

 
The Chair invited the Executive Committee up in preparation for questions from the members 
present.   Questions were asked about 

 A handrail up the steps to the Barn  (this will be done at the same time as a 
handrail up the steps in the tea garden) 

 Whether there is still a bee keeper in the Kipling Gardens (there is) 

 A unique collection of butterflies left to the Society by Alan Holden (the Chair 
agreed that this legacy must be taken forward)  

 
5. The new Windmill lease  

 
 The Chair returned to the new Windmill lease.  He informed the meeting that Brighton Council had 
agreed to grant the Society a new lease for 25 years with break rights exercisable on six months’ 
notice and with the tenant’s repairing obligation linked to a schedule of condition recording the 
state of the windmill as at 2017. Colin Dellar described in brief the works carried out to the Windmill 
in the past and confirmed that nothing major is outstanding.  Anne Johnson advised that £100,000 
out of the Society’s funds is reserved for the windmill and its repairs.   One of the members advised 
that in future a note in the accounts about the reserve should appear.  The Chair asked the 
meeting to approve the taking of the new lease – there was unanimous support with no 
dissentions.  
 

6. Presentation of Accounts 2016-2017 

There was a brief presentation by the Chair of the Accounts as audited which had been provided to 
members in advance of the meeting.  As there were no questions on the accounts, they were 
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proposed for approval by John Cummings and seconded by Barbara Colling [Chris please check 
this name] 
 

7. Election of Executive Committee 
All the current committee members had agreed to stand again.  The following were proposed by 
David Hunt and seconded by Richard Harris: Christopher Davidson (Chair), Anne Johnson 
(Treasurer), Rowena Bennett (Secretary) and committee members Valerie Whittle, Ken Bodfish, 
Rob Upward, Colin Dellar, and John Loveridge. 
 

8. Election of Custodian Trustees 
The following were proposed by Dawn Davidson and seconded by Barbara Colling [Chris – as 
above]: Norman Cuddeford, John Blackman, Frank Wenstrom and Michael Greenslade 
 

9. Any other business 
As there was not any other business, the Chair thanked everyone for coming and repeated his 
hope that next year the meeting will be earlier in the autumn.   

 

 
  

 
 
 
 
  


