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ROTTINGDEAN PRESERVATION SOCIETY 
 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, THURSDAY 15 NOVEMBER 2018  
 

6.15 pm The Whiteway Centre Rottingdean 
 

1. Present 
Chris Davidson (Chair), Anne Johnson, Colin Dellar, Rob Upward, John Loveridge, Ken Bodfish, Marcus 
Bagshawe, Rowena Bennett (Minutes) 
 
In addition 35 members attended 
 
Apologies: Mike Laslett, David and Lydia Hunt, Jean Talbot, Roy and Chris Wales, Liz Hanlon, Jean Wells, 

Graham Shepherd, Lady Helena Hughes 

 
2. Minutes of the 2017 AGM  

These were proposed for approval by the meeting and then signed by the Chair. 
 

3. Matters arising from the 2017 Minutes 
There were none.   
 

4. Presentation of the Annual Report for 2018 
Chair’s Report – Christopher Davidson 
 

The Annual Report had already been circulated to members in advance in accordance with the 
Society’s constitution so the Chair made the following additional points accompanied by a 
Powerpoint display: 

 He explained that John Loveridge, the Membership Secretary, would be moving from the 
village and introduced Barry Wright, the new Membership Secretary.  The Chair thanked 
John for all he had done, and said that one of the aims for 2019 is to increase the 
membership which is currently static at about 300 households. 

 In connection with keeping a watching brief on planning applications the Chair paid 
tribute to Arthur Collins who had covered this role for many years on behalf of the 
Society including attending CAG (Conservation Advisory Group) meetings. Arthur has 
now retired from the role and Mike Bennett has taken over from him. 

 The Chair went through his Powerpoint slides which covered visitor numbers to the 
Grange Gallery, the Museum and the Windmill. 

 Rob Upward reported to the meeting on the success of the art exhibited by 4 local 
schools. 

 The Chair described the successful Study Day in September on Edward Burne-Jones 
which was followed by a short presentation from Sue John on the development of the 
refreshed Burne-Jones Room in The Grange 

 The Chair informed the meeting of completion at long last of the installation of the stair 
lift and handrails which make the Gallery etc on the first floor and the tea gardens and 
Gertrude Jekyll Room at the rear of The Grange more accessible for disabled visitors 
and others who need some assistance. 

 Sue Backhouse informed the meeting of the awards given to the Grange gardens in 
2018.  She described the process and gave credit to the volunteers who assisted her.   
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She said that some visitors now come just to visit the gardens, and that it is viewed and 
used as a community facility.  

 Marcus Bagshawe told the meeting about the offer from the National Trust of some glass 
panels put together by William Nicholson – it is proposed that the Grange could become 
the permanent home for the panels.  He went on to say that he is considering a 
permanent display about the Copper family, and that he has put a photo display about 
Elizabeth Taylor and ‘National Velvet’ in the North gallery. 

 The Chair displayed photos ‘Before’ and ‘After’ of the Wash House in Golden Square 
and described what the Society had done to restore this historic building in conjunction 
with “In Bloom”. 

 Finally he briefly described projects which the Society would like to undertake during 
2019 including 

o A sign on the Quarterdeck explaining its history 
o A guide to the graves in the graveyard of St Margaret’s Church 
o A pamphlet on the Burne-Jones windows in the church together with some sort of 

publicity on a Burne-Jones Trail which would include Brighton 
o Repair works to Kipling Gardens 
o A new village sign to replace the Amex signs 
o Working in collaboration with PARC and the Parish Council to install a Tide Clock 

in the West Street car park 
o The possibility of taking additional office accommodation in The Grange which 

would be shared with other village organisations 
o Publicity and possible listing by Historic England of the Quaker Burial Ground 

near Dean Court Road 
 

 
5. Presentation of Accounts 2017-2018 

There was a brief presentation by the Chair of the Accounts as audited which had been provided to 
members in advance of the meeting. The Treasurer, Anne Johnson, mentioned that the Society 
may need to draw on its reserves in 2019.  As there were no questions on the accounts, they were 
proposed for approval by Frank Wenstrom and seconded by Barbara Webb. 
 

6. Election of Executive Committee 

All the current committee members had agreed to stand again.  The following were proposed by 
Barbara Webb and seconded by Dawn Davidson: Christopher Davidson (Chair), Anne Johnson 
(Treasurer), Rowena Bennett (Secretary) and committee members Valerie Whittle, Ken Bodfish, 
Rob Upward, Colin Dellar, and Barry Wright. 
 

7. Election of Custodian Trustees 

The following were proposed by Dawn Davidson and seconded by Helen Clark: Norman 
Cuddeford, John Blackman, Frank Wenstrom and Michael Greenslade 
 

8. Any other business 

As there was not any other business, the Chair thanked everyone for coming.  The meeting 
concluded at 8.40pm.   
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