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ANNUAL REPORT 2017 
 
 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Chris Davidson 

 
This has been another eventful year for 
the Society. We have had very active 
year in the Gallery and Museum, record 
numbers of visitors to the Windmill, and 
worked with the Whiteway Centre on 
the renovation of the Nicholson Studio, 
which was opened by the Mayor of 
Brighton in September. 
 
One of the major issues this year is the 
renewal of the Windmill contract. 
Following the support given at last 
year’s AGM, we have been in 
prolonged discussions with Brighton & 
Hove Council to extend the Lease of the 
Windmill which was due to expire in 
2021. The terms have now been agreed 
for a new lease for 25 years, and 
crucially give the Society a 6-month 
‘break clause’ in the contract should 
there be any change in the Society’s 
circumstances at some point in the 
future.  
 
When the Charity was set up in the 60s, 
it took over the responsibility of the 
windmill from a village Trust set up in 
1921 by some prominent villagers, 
including the Heads of St Aubyns and 
Roedean Schools, the Vicar of St 
Margaret’s and Sir George Lewis who 
owned the Grange. We hope that with 

this new contract we are continuing 
their honourable aims well into the 21st 
century. 
 

 
Sue Backhouse and her team of 
volunteers celebrating their success in 
the In Blloom competition  
 
The Gallery has had a further 
successful year under the direction of 
Anne-Sara Odor. Last year’s Christmas 
Fair was very popular in the village, and 
the May Open House Festival this year 
exceeded expectations. A notable first 
was the exhibition in September by an 
American artist, Diane Avis, whose 
large surrealist canvases were very 
striking. The Gallery has also hosted a 
number of talks during exhibitions, with 
one on Eric Slater being particularly 
popular. 
 
The Museum has had no major new 
exhibitions this year, but new material 
has been added in the Kipling Room,  
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and ‘Cinema By The Sea’, both of which 
still interest many of our visitors. 
Marcus plans new exhibitions for 2018, 
including one on the Brighton Belle, due 
to be re-launched next year, and 
another celebrating Gracie Fields and 
her connections locally. Our Archive 
team have also been very active, and 
now have a regular display in the foyer 
of the Grange. 
 
Disability access for the Gallery and 
Museum was raised at last year’s AGM 
and a formal assessment of this was 
made by the Council’s engineers. 
Because of the historic nature of the 
building and fire regulations, the 
installation of a lift in the stairwell was 
not possible. A stair lift is however a 
more practical solution which will not 
interfere with the lines of the splendid 
Lutyens staircase. We hoping to install 
this early next year, once planning 
approval has been granted. 
 
The Grange Gardens and tea room 
remain very popular during spring and 
summer, and once again the Garden 
team have been successful in the 
South-East In Bloom competition. This 
year they added another Silver Gilt 
Award to their trophies, only a 
frustrating 2 points of a Gold medal! 
Sue Backhouse and her volunteers do 
a wonderful job throughout the year and 
they fully deserve our congratulations. 
 
Another first was the performance in the 
Tea Gardens of ‘The Importance of  
 

Being Earnest’ by Synergy Theatre 
from Seaford in July. The setting and 
weather were perfect and Synergy 
hope to return next year. 

 
Synergy Theatre in the Grange Garden 
 
We have continued to have close links 
with the Parish Council and other 
bodies in the village on various projects 
in the village. The Nicholson Studio is a 
good example; a striking Lutyens 
building, originally part of The Grange 
Gardens, but now lying behind the 
Whiteway Centre and functioning as a 
classroom at St Margaret’s School. 
 
It had become somewhat neglected 
and the historical links with William and 
Mabel Nicholson largely forgotten. The 
Society was delighted to work with the 
Whiteway Centre to restore the building 
and supply notice boards both inside 
and outside the Studio. We plan a 
number of similar projects in 2018. 
 
In the following sections, there are 
detailed reports from our committee 
members on our other areas of our 
activity. 
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The Nicholson Studio designed by 

Lutyens 
 
The Kipling Gardens have been a 
cause for concern this year, and we are 
in close discussions with the Parks 
Department and the Parish Council to 
improve matters. Planning is also 
another area of concern with the new 
plans for St Aubyns which we will be 
following closely. 
  
None of these activities would be 
possible without the support of our 
volunteers in every part of our 
organisation, from our dedicated team 
of Stewards, led so ably by Rob 
Upward, to our Trustees and Financial 
Advisors. All give their time generously 
and the Society owes them a great 
deal. As chairman, I must also thank all 
members of the committee who work 
tirelessly and form such an effective 
team.   
 

 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 
Rowena Bennett 

 
The Annual Return for the period 1st 
May 2015 – 30th April 2016 was sent to 
the Charity Commission in December 
2016 by the previous Secretary, 
Barbara Coligan. This document 
consists of the Trustees Annual Report 
(TAR), the Annual Accounts for 2015-
16 together with an Independent 
Examiner’s Report and, details of the 
RPS Trustees. All the Executive 
Committee members are Trustees, in 
addition to four Custodian Trustees. 
The TAR covers the structure, 
governance and management of the 
RPS, its objectives, activities, 
achievements and performance and, a 
financial review. 
 

 
Rob Upward rather surprised by the 

colour of the windmill! 
 
The Society had a stall at the 
Rottingdean Village Fair with publicity  
leaflets and merchandise.   Visitors to 
the stall contributed to a painting of the 
village and windmill under the guidance 
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of Rob Upward (the completed picture 
is on the back cover), and there was 
significant interest in the archive items 
displayed by Mike Laslett, the Hon 
Archivist.   
 

THE GRANGE GALLERY 
Anne-Sara Odor 

 
2017 has been a year of blossoming 
relationships for the gallery. Our 
friendship with Raffaele Appleby, the 
great granddaughter of William 
Nicholson has not only given us a 
beautiful exhibition of her work but 
through workshops has brought a 
deeper connection between Rafaele 
and William to our gallery and village.  
 

 
Rafaele Appleby at her exhibition 

 
Twenty shows this year have given us 
a mix of both art and music, with artists 
playing jazz in the sunny garden and 
piano in the gallery. Two shows were 
particularly appealing for children with  
the incredible Chris McEwan robot 
collection and the Paul Rowlands little 
people photographs will help planning 
our 2018 children’s art festival. We look 

forward to attracting younger visitors to 
the gallery. 
 
As always, we took part in the Artists 
Open Houses during the Brighton 
festival with 15 local artists. This winter 
we will celebrate the season by joining 
the Christmas Artists Open Houses.  
 
Our 2018 Burne-Jones glass exhibition 
has provided us with an opportunity to 
engage with the Tate Modern and their 
2018 Burne-Jones retrospective. The 
gallery was delighted to take sculptor 
Serena Thirkell, granddaughter of 
Angela Thirkell, to St. Margaret’s 
Church  where she gazed upon a Burn-
Jones window depicting her family.  
 
Proudly we have a show of renowned 
local artist Eric Slater, and the talk on 
him is one of the artists/crafts talks we 
gave this year. We continue to develop 
the amazing links that the village has 
with artists and have renovated the 
Nicholson Studio and Lutyens/Jekyll 
barn in celebration of these. 
 
We begin 2018, January15th with "Old 
Rottingdean Treasures" curated by 
Mike Laslett from the RPS archives and 
hope to see you then in the gallery 
 

STEWARDS 
Rob Upward 

 
With the popularity of the Grange 
Gallery and Museum every year, the 
role of the Volunteer Steward becomes 
increasingly important and central to 
our success as a thriving and innovative 
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exhibition centre in this corner of 
Sussex. 
  
The role of steward has changed; no 
longer is it enough to turn up, greet the 
visitors, and count the numbers; now, 
stewards are engaging more with 
visitors, discussing displays and 
exhibition work, and generally acting as 
a vital information source for visitors, 
not just for the Grange but for the village 
generally.  One of the recent trends has 
been the greater participation of visiting 
artists, not replacing the stewards' role, 
but complimenting it, as they share their 
expertise with visitors. In the past year, 
there have been changes to the role 
and responsibilities of Stewards, which 
now includes the unlocking of the 
premises each morning. 
 
It is likely that the New Year will see 
another significant change, with 
"Hanging Day" closure being on 
Mondays, in line with other galleries 
locally and nationally. 
 
During the past year, all of the "set-
piece" stewards events have taken 
place and been most successful; the 
Volunteers Garden Party, held under 
wonderfully sunny skies; the annual 
outing, which took volunteers "abroad", 
for the first time, to Osborne House on 
the Isle of Wight; and finally the 
Stewards' Private Views for significant 
exhibitions. 
 
Although there are almost 60 names on 
the stewards' list, there is a continued 
need, both to recruit more in the year to 

come, and to encourage all stewards to 
give as much time as they can spare for 
this vital role. My particular thanks go to 
the small group of folk who give "over 
and above" time to keep this gallery and 
museum going (no names, they know 
who they are!) and to my band of 
Steward Coordinators, who work so 
hard to ensure all the slots on the rota 
are covered. Thank you, my "Calendar 
Girls," you do a great job!  
 
I hope The Grange will go from strength 
to strength in the coming year; if you 
would like to consider being a steward, 
or you know someone who might, 
please leave name and contact number 
with the stewards at the gallery, and I 
will contact you. 
 

THE WINDMILL 
Colin Dellar 

 
Maintenance: No major maintenance 
work has been required during the last 
year other than the usual minor works. 
The Heinemann plaque on the north 
side of the Mill has been re painted and 
repositioned so that it is now much 
easier to read. A new Mill information 
board has replaced the old board on the 
outside of the Mill. 
 
The large model Windmill, on the first 
floor of the Mill, is now 50 years old and 
the electrical motor which provides the 
power to turn the sweeps was causing 
problems. We are very grateful to A.J. 
Taylor, Electrical Contractors, Ltd who 
kindly overhauled, repaired and 
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serviced the motor at no cost to the 
RPS. 

 
Baron Gilvan at the Windmill exhibition 
 
Open days and exhibitions: Each 
weekend in May we were fortunate to 
have an art exhibition by The Baron 
Gilvan and he was the artist in 
residence. We are hopeful that a similar 
exhibition can be organised for next 
year to coincide with the Brighton 
Festival. 
 
The Mill was also open in the afternoon 
on the usual third Sunday of the 
summer months and this year we also 
had additional openings in July and 
August. 
 
Visitor numbers have been excellent as 
over 1300 people have taken the 
opportunity to visit the Mill. 
 
A new oak framed notice board which 
gives details of opening dates and 
times has been installed on the north 
side of the Mill. 
 
Next year we hope have even more 
open days than we have had this year 
and full details will be in the diary 
section of RVN. 

As always, we are grateful to the 
stewards who look after the Mill on 
open days and give such a warm 
welcome to visitors. 
 
Mill lease: The 25-year extension of the 
Mill lease which RPS is negotiating with 
BHCC is proving to be quite a long and 
drawn out procedure but we are hopeful 
that it will be completed before the end 
of the year.  
 

KIPLING GARDENS 
Valerie Whittle 

  
Echiums:  The dominant feature of the 
gardens this year has been the echiums 
which reached their height of 9/10 ft and 
set seeds.  They have been a great 
talking point in the gardens and greatly 
admired by many of our visitors, though 
some have referred to them as “triffids”. 
 

 
Echium spinata in the Rose Garden 

 
Structural Problems with wall joining the 
Rose Garden and the Green Extension 
has led to a widening crack   It has been 
taped off with red and white tape and 
iron/aluminium barriers.   Its condition 
has been reported to the Parks 
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Department and action is awaited for its 
repair. 
 
The Bees: Our two bee hives have 
flourished this year, without swarming, 
and it is hoped that Bob Curtis, who has 
cared for the hives all year, will once 
again have the delicious honey for sale 
at the Grange at Christmas time. 
 
The Garden Manager:  Our Garden 
Manager,  Evan Murphie,  has worked 
hard to keep the Gardens in good order 
this year and especially to repair the 
damage done through the winter the 
Croquet Lawn.  The dry weather during 
the latter part of the summer of 2016 
drew rooks, crows, foxes and squirrels 
to seek insects down the holes made by 
the hoops.   At the beginning of the 
2017 season the bare earth had to be 
covered with cages to prevent further 
incursions.   However all is now 
remedied and play progressing without 
problems. 
 
Evan has not been without health 
problems and has especially been 
plagued by sciatica which has kept him 
off work on occasions. Volunteers, who 
were recruited at the beginning of the 
year, started well but gradually 
diminished and we are now looking for 
replacements. 
 
Croquet: The Club is full and there is a 
waiting list for new members seeking to 
join.   Excellent coaching has been 
provided by club members.  Besides 
this we have played several successful 
matches against other clubs. Work was 

done in the winter to improve the club-
house. 
 
Locking and Unlocking the Gates:  This 
has continued relatively smoothly and 
we are grateful to the team that has 
undertaken this task. 
 
Green Flag: We are awaiting the result 
of the Green Flag judging for the current 
year. 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
John Loveridge 

 
The membership list is now fully 
accurate and membership renewal 
requests are being issued, to those 
members who do not pay by standing 
order, on a monthly basis.  The leaflet 
that is aimed at prospective new 
members has been reprinted and 
copies have been left with the five 
estate agents in the village.  Our Gift 
Aid claims are up to date; this brings in 
to the RPS about £800 per year.  At the 
time of writing (30 Aug 2017) the 
membership list stands at 268 
members which is four more than this 
time last year.  Of the members: 

• we have email addresses for 58%  

• 67% pay by standing order. 

  
 

PLANNING 
Ken Bodfish 

   
The Society continues to monitor 
planning and development activity 
within the village, where appropriate we 
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make formal objections and/or 
observations to Rottingdean Parish 
Council and to the decision taking 
Planning Committee of Brighton and 
Hove City Council.  On our behalf, 
Arthur Collings also participates in the 
Conservation Advisory Group which 
monitors conservation issues in the 
City.  
 
The dominant planning issue continues 
to be St Aubyns School site and there 
are new proposals from Fairfax 
Properties currently before BHCC.   We 
continue to object to development on 
the playing field itself and believe the 
loss of this important green space 
would be negative both in terms of 
visual amenity and in recreational 
facilities.  
 
If the development goes ahead there 
are issues relating to the height of some 
of the proposed buildings and the 
density of residential units. Further, if a 
viable community is to be maintained, 
there needs to be a review of the 
number of ‘affordable units’.   Of 
considerable concern are the 
consequences of development upon 
the fragile infrastructure of the village. 
Traffic problems continue to increase, 
the local schools are at bursting point 
and a recent issue is the possible 
closure of the Doctors’ Surgery in 
Meadow Parade. 
  
Over the past year, we have made 
objections to the new housing at Falmer 
Avenue, unfortunately approved by 
BHCC, and Meadow Vale, refused by 

BHCC but taken to appeal by the 
developers. There is also concern 
about plans to develop an International 
Drone Racing Course in Balsdean 
Valley, which whilst outside the parish 
boundary, would have traffic impact and 
a key amenity loss to Rottingdean. 
We work closely with the Parish Council 
but are dependent on the ever-watchful 
eye of our members who continue to 
seek to ensure that Rottingdean 
remains a charming and vibrant village 
community. 
 

ARCHIVES 
Mike Laslett 

 
During the year, we have continued to 
organise the Society’s material and to 
answer queries from home and abroad, 
most of which relate to family history. 
Congratulations are due to Gabby 
Dempster on becoming a full time 
Librarian at Brighton University. Sadly 
we shall see less of her but she will 
continue to guide the development of a 
searchable computer database of the 
archive. For this purpose a second 
hand laptop has been acquired. We 
also welcome Steve and Karen North 
who assist us with the archives. 

Another discovery was a board used as 
a scaffold board during the renovation 
of a garage in Park Crescent, which 
bore the painted legend “Taylors of 
Rottingdean Ltd.” It was the original 
fascia sign for the garage that 
eventually housed four ‘luxury’ coaches 
in the 1960’s. This led to some 
interesting research into the part played 



 12 

by Taylors in the transport history of 
Rottingdean. This is described later in 
this booklet and will also be the subject 
of a display in the south room later this 
year. This will hopefully be the first step 
in illustrating the lives of everyday 
villager’s at the Museum to complement 
the lives of the rich and famous. 

We were also able to raise the profile of 
the Society at the Rottingdean Village 
Fair by displaying historic photos and 
some old Village Fair programmes 
which named the celebrities who had 
opened it as long ago as the 1960’s. 
Such was the interest that we plan to 
have an exhibition of archive material in 
the Grange Gallery in 2018. 

Maude with her brother Nelson and 
her father Edmund circa 1900 with the 

Kennels behind them 

We continue to appeal for donations. 
One of the most exciting we received 

this year this year appeared to be a 
rather irrelevant Wordsworth anthology. 
Imagine our delight on finding inside a 
letter from Georgiana Burne Jones in 
which she offers the book to Maude 
Funnell, whose father ran the Kennels 
for the local hunt. 

 

TREASURERS REPORT 
Anne Johnson 

 
RPS had a trading profit of £7765 this 
trading year, this was mainly due to the 
delay in decisions not being made to 
replace the Heritage lighting in the 
village which RPS had agreed to make 
a contribution of £5000. 
 
Cash Funds & Investments: The cash 
funds at the 30-April-2017 were £42615 
and the investments at 30-April-2017 
were £144591, which shows a better 
return on our investments than in the 
past. 
 
Gift Aid: RPS submitted a claim for the 
recovery of gift aid from the members’ 
subscriptions, which have been 
approved and it will show in next year’s 
accounts. 
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                                ROTTINGDEAN  PRESERVATION  SOCEITY

                                  PAYMENTS  FOR  GENERATING  FUNDS

2016-2017 2015-2016

Cash Funds last year end 36703 96827

Cash Funds this year end 42895 36703

            STATEMENT  OF  ASSETS  &  LIABILITIES  AT  30-APRIL-2017

CASH FUNDS

£ £

LLOYDS TSB SUBSCRIPTION ACCOUNT 6867 1468

LLOYDS TSB CURRENT ACCOUNT 6964 9142

UNITED BANK TRUST 25476 25000

HARGREVES LANSDOWN 3270 1055

FLOAT 38 38

42615 36703

INVESTMENTS (Cost £120,087)

4927 ABERDEEN TRACKER 34608 28429

9681 FRANKLIN UK MID CAP 37121 31182

1107 RIT CAPITAL PARTNERS  ordinary GP1 37017 32658

11971 ROYAL LONDON UK equity 35845 30170

144591 122439

ASSETS RETAINED FOR CHARITIES USE

BOOKS AND CARDS 1560 837

LIABILITIES

DEPOSIT RE-TEA GARDEN 400 400

DEPOSIT RE FLAT 700 700

SOUTHERN WATER 100 100

B&HCC INSURANCE 0 0

1200 1200

NOTE :- RPS have not received any Gas or Electrical Costs from B&HCC in this trading year
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                                           ROTTINGDEAN  PRESERVATION  SOCIETY

                   RECEIPTS  AND  PAYMENTS  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  30-APRIL-2017

2016-2017 2015-2016

RECEIPTS £ £

SUBSCRIPTIONS  AND  DONATIONS

Subscriptions 5449 5473

Gift Aid 1570 0

Donations 832 809

Windmill  Donations 390 348

8241 6630

OPERATING ACTIVITIES TO GENERATE FUNDS

Rent Received 10850 10800

Tea Garden 3000 2920

Exhibitions and Rent 20399 17961

Museum Sales 1686 559

Other Income 1578 684

37513 32924

INVESTMENT INCOME RECEIPTS

Investment Income 4142 0

Bank Interest 344 1658

4486 1658

CAPITAL RECEIPTS

0 0

TOTAL RECEIPTS 50240 43132

PAYMENTS FOR GENERATING FUNDS

Museum Stock for Re-sale 1802 85

Museum Costs 126 1819

Grange Rent 7295 7362

Utilities 1236 1253

Advertising and Publicity 2076 1856

Rental Expenses/ Costs 0 0

Grange Running Costs 6395 5763

Gardening and Plants 3077 4719

Grange Repairs Maintenance and Security 2463 4375

Legal Fees 660 540

Commercial and General Insurance 2270 2226

Membership Costs 75 0

Artist Payments (net of commission) 13037 10604

40512 40602

CHARITABLE PAYMENTS

Windmill Repairs and Maintenance 440 1098

Copper Plaque and Website 0 0

Subscriptions and Donations 888 270

Administration 0 0

Meetings and Annual Report 385 339

Trustees Insurance 0 0

Miscellaneous 250 120

1963 1827

CAPITAL PAYMENTS

Purchase - Investments 0 0

TOTAL  PAYMENTS 42475 42429

RECEIPTS NET OF RECEIPTS / (PAYMENTS) 7765 703
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                           INDEPENDENT  EXAMINER'S  REPORT

TO THE TRUSTEE'S OF THE ROTTINGDEAN PRESERVATION SOCIETY

I report on the receipts and payments accounts of the Trust for the year ended 30th April 2017

which are set out on pages 12-13

Respective responsibilities of Trustees and Examiner

The charity's trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts. The charity's   

trustees consider that an audit is not required for this year (under section 144 (2) of

the Charities Act 2011 ) (the Act) and that an independent examination is needed.

    

It is my responsibility :

      *       to examine the accounts (under section 145 of the 2011 Act;

      * to follow the procedures laid down in the General Directions given by the

Charity Commissioners (under section 145 (5) (b) of the Act ;

and

      * to state whether particular matters have come to my attention.

Basis of Independent Examiner's Report

My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by

the Charity Commission. An examination includes a review of the accounting.

records kept by the charity and a comparison of the accounts presented with

those records. It also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures

in the accounts, and seeking explanations from the trustees concerning any such

matters.  The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be

required in an audit, and consequently no audit opinion is given as to whether the 

accounts present " a true and fair view" and the report is limited to those matters set

out in the statement below.

Independent Examiner's Statement

In the course of my examination, no matter has come to my attention:

1) Which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect

the reqirements :

* to keep accounting records in accordance with section 130 of the 2011 Act

      and

*     to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and to

       comply with the accounting requirements of the 2011 Act have not 

       been met ; or

          (2) to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a 

proper understanding of the accounts to be reached.

Afshin Taraz FCA, 47, Dean Court Road, Rottingdean, Brighton, BN2 7DL
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 
 

The Taylor family of 
Rottingdean 

 
By Mike Laslett 

 

 
 

James Taylor was living in Buxted with 
his wife Esther in 1890 and worked as 
a stockman. He had three children; 
James, 10, Lucy, 11 and Ernest aged 6. 
Tragically he died after being gored by 
a bull at Ripe in July of that year. In 
need of support, Esther moved to 
Rottingdean to be nearer her brother. 
 
Young James became a conductor on 
the Royal Oak horse bus run by 
Frederick Thomas, which ran in 
competition with the bus from the White 
Horse run by Stephen Welfare.  
 
The route was covered by a motorbus 
then taken over by Tilling’s. It was then 
that James resigned to set up as a 
carrier using a horse drawn covered 
wagon, which he had built for him in 
Jubilee Street. Later he progressed to a 
Model T Ford motor van.  
 

 
 
Perched on the step you can see his 
son Jim (Thomas James Leonard) who 
became Mayor of Brighton in 1968 
when he lived at 63 Marine Drive. While 
Mayor he opened the original Churchill 
Square Shopping Centre and locally he 
presented a working model of 
Rottingdean mill which still delights 
children who visit the mill today.  
 
The vans based at the Park Crescent 
Garage were eventually replaced by 
Taylor’s Luxury Coaches in the 1960’s.  
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How Napoléon came to be 
captivated by a girl from 

Rottingdean 
 

by John Loveridge  
(with help from Gabby Dempster) 

  

This “love story” did in fact become the 
subject of a Hollywood film with Scarlett 
Johansson in the leading role; however 
it was not a typical “love story” - 
nonetheless it did cause a minor 
scandal in the early 19th century 
amongst the UK colonial administration 
and amongst the officers who 
surrounded Napoléon himself on St 
Helena Island (South Atlantic Ocean). 
 
Lucia Elizabeth “Betsy” Balcombe was 
born in 1802 and she died on 
29/06/1871 in London; she was the 
second child of William Tomsett 
Balcombe and his wife Jane – he was 
the Superintendent of Public Sales for 
the East India Company on Saint 
Helena Island and later became the first 
Colonial Treasurer to the New South 
Wales Government in Australia. Betsy 
was educated in England where she 
learnt French and she returned to St 
Helena in 1814 where she lived with her 
parents, elder sister and two younger 
brothers in a house named “The Briars”. 
 
As we all know, in October 1815 
Napoléon Bonaparte was exiled by 
Great Britain to St Helena where he 
spent the first two months of his exile in 
a pavilion within the grounds of The 

Briars until his assigned residence, 
Longwood House, was made ready for 
his occupation. 
 
Over time the young Betsy, who was 
only 13 when Napoléon arrived at St 
Helena, and the 47-year old Napoléon, 
who did not speak English, became the 
best of friends; she became a frequent 
visitor to Napoléon’s house, they played 
games together, she addressed him 
initially as Monsieur and then as 
“Boney” and he called her the “Rosebud 
of St Helena”.   
 
More than anything this relationship 
between the charismatic Napoléon and 
the vivacious Betsy was a distraction for 
Napoléon who was extremely bored by 
his exile; Betsy would have been one of 
the few people on St Helena who spoke 
French and Napoléon was extremely 
isolated, geographically, linguistically 
and personally.   
 
This “love story” was reported upon by 
the contemporary European press and, 
unfortunately, the Governor of St 
Helena, Sir Hudson Lowe, who was 
very strict, did not appreciate the 
closeness of the Balcombe family to 
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Napoléon and the family was obliged to 
leave the island in 1818.   
 
A reminder of this relationship can be 
found in the Sir John Soane’s Museum 
in London where there is a gold ring that 
contains a lock of Napoléon’s hair; the 
lock of hair had been given by 
Napoléon to Betsy and this lock of hair 
was acquired in 1822 by John Soane 
(later Sir), the architect of the Bank of 
England, who incorporated it into the 
gold ring. 
 

 
 
In 1821 Betsy married Edward Abell in 
England but her husband, although an 
Officer, was a real scoundrel and he 
quickly abandoned her and their baby; 
hence Betsy went to stay with her family 
who were now in New South Wales.  
She later returned to London where 
Joseph Bonaparte, one of the three 
brothers of Napoléon, visited her; years 
later the Emperor Napoléon III 
rewarded Betsy with 500ha of land with 
vineyards in Algeria – however she 
never went to Algeria to look at her 
property. 

 
Now for the Rottingdean connection:  
as stated above, Betsy’s father was 
William Tomset Balcombe and it was 
rumoured that his father was the Prince 
Regent; be that as it may, William 
Balcombe was born in Rottingdean on 
25/12/1777 and was christened at 
Rottingdean Church on 28/12/1777 
when his parents were stated to be 
Stephen and Mary Balcombe (née 
Vandyke) - they had been married at 
Rottingdean Church on 27/05/1777. 
 
 Numerous Balcombe children had 
been christened in Rottingdean in the 
period 1769 – 1789; their parents being 
Edward and Margaret Balcombe, 
Stephen and Mary Balcombe, John and 
Mary Balcombe and Robert and Martha 
Balcombe.  Furthermore, the Brighton 
trade directories of 1794 show John 
Baulcombe (sic) as running the New 
Ship Inn in Brighton. 
 
Stephen Balcombe (Betsy’s 
grandfather) died in 1788 in which year 
his widow married Charles Terry on 
25/12/1788.  The will of Mary Terry 
clearly states that one of the 
beneficiaries was her son “William 
Tompsitt (sic) Balcombe of the Island of 
St Helena”; the will was proved in 
London on 16/06/1818. 
 
There is another Rottingdean 
connection with Naploéon:  Napoléon 
Bonaparte’s youngest brother, Jérôme, 
sent one of his sons to the school in 
Rottingdean that was managed by the 
Rev. Dr Thomas Redman Hooker (1762 
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– 1838) – the history of whom is well 
known to many Rottingdean residents.   
At that time the school was in The 
Vicarage, this building is now known as 
… The Grange!  

-------------------------------------- 

Additionally, there are two modern-day 
connections between Rottingdean and 
St Helena Island but that’s another 
story, as Rudyard Kipling would have 
said! 
 

-------------------------------------- 
 

Early Utility Services in 
Rottingdean 

 

By John Leech 
 

Information from various sources 
offer some interesting facts about 
the early provision of utility services 
for Rottingdean. 
 
Electricity: The village was probably 
one of the first in the country to be lit by 
electricity. It was Geo. Mason, 
Headmaster of Rottingdean P. School, 
who was chairman of a private 
company, provided it in 1891. 
Permission was granted by The Vestry 
in 1894 to open the roads and lay 
electricity mains. The Church was wired 
free of charge in 1902. The service was 
taken over by Brighton Corporation 
Electricity Dept., and the village was lit 
by 19 incandescent lamps of 25 candle 
power. These were switched on and off 
individually by Mr Hilton by means of a 
long pole. 
 
Gas: The first gas works were 
established at Black Rock in 1818-9 
within the Parish of Rottingdean to 
avoid payment of the Brighton local coal 

tax. However, it was not until 1872 
consideration was given to the 
possibility of capital cost savings if the 
supply of gas were laid at the same time 
to Rottingdean. Up to the 1930s at 
least, many houses were still lit by gas, 
and I remember well having to buy the 
fragile gas mantles) 
 
Telephone: The National Telephone 
Co. had a Magneto type system [where 
the subscriber had to turn a handle to 
call the operator and ring off] 
 

 
 
The switchboard was in Preston House, 
 now Lloyds Bank. After nationalisation 
in 1912, control moved across the road 
to the Post Office. The whole system 
was integrated with Brighton in 1927 
and became automatic. A small 
bungalow-type building on the site of 
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the present exchange contained 60v 
equipment. 
 
Sewage and Drainage: In 1870 the 
Vestry appointed a committee to confer 
with Brighton about sewage disposal, 
and in 1875 the Parish sewers were 
connected to the main sewer that ran 
along the coast to Portabella. 
 
The whole system was engineered by 
Sir John Hawshaw at the cost of 
£103,000, and included a ventilation 
chimney 102 ft high on the cliff between 
Roedean School and Greenways (see 
photo). Another ventilating shaft was 
built in 1885 at Rottingdean Heights, 
disguised as an octagonal shaped 
house that doubled up as a mortuary. 

Water: The principle source in the early 
19th century was from the village pump 
on the Green. In 1865 the vestry agreed 
to levy a pump rate for maintenance on 
all houses using the pump, of one 
penny in the pound. Mr Welfare was 
contracted to keep it in good repair for 
£4 a year. In 1872, Brighton 
Corporation Waterworks supplied 
mains water for the town, and in 1879, 
The vestry offered a guaranteed 
£150pa for 3 years if they laid mains 
water to the village. In 1879 a plan was 
prepared showing the position of the 
hydrants, and arrangements were 
made to supply the various houses 
nearby. In 1884 Mr Reed was 
empowered to sell the old Village Pump 
and all material connected with it..

 

 

Ventilation chimney at Roedean for the main sewer to Portabella  
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS 2015 - 2016 

 

Chris Davidson – Chairman         christopherdavidson@mac.com            304349      

Valerie Whittle –                              valerie.whittle3@gmail.com        305901 
Vice-Chairman / Kipling Gardens  

Rowena Bennett – Secretary    rowena_lusty@hotmail.com      302005 

Anne Johnson – Treasurer    ra-johnson@tiscali.co.uk                   301751 

Colin Dellar – The Windmill / The Grange  thedellars@ntlworld.com          300355 

Ken Bodfish - Planning            ken.bodfish@gmail.com          309476 

Rob Upward – Stewards                  robert.upward@btinternet.com      309097 

John Loveridge – Membership Secretary   johnmaglov@gmail.com           301164 

 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 

Marcus Bagshaw                     marcusbagshaw@hotmail.com          
Museum Curator  
 
Anne-Sara Odor                                  annesara.odor@gmail.com  
Grange Gallery Organiser                                                                                                                                   
 
Mike Laslett  Archivist                            mikelaslett@ntlworld.com             
 
Gabby Dempster: Ass. Archivist        gabrielledempster@hotmail.com  
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Stewards enjoying their summer outing in September to  

the Watts Museum   
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The completed picture painted by visitors  

to the RPS stall at the Village Fair 
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	ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
	The Garden Manager:  Our Garden Manager,  Evan Murphie,  has worked hard to keep the Gardens in good order this year and especially to repair the damage done through the winter the Croquet Lawn.  The dry weather during the latter part of the summer of...
	Locking and Unlocking the Gates:  This has continued relatively smoothly and we are grateful to the team that has undertaken this task.
	How Napoléon came to be captivated by a girl from Rottingdean

