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The painting on the cover is a portrait of Edward Burne-Jones, by Philip 

Burne-Jones*, his eldest son. The artist, who lived in the village for 
many years, is the subject of the newly refurbished room in the Grange 

Museum. 
*Published with permission from the National Gallery  
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Chris Davidson 

 
This year the Society has been involved 
in a number of initiatives in the village, 
working in partnership with the Parish 
Council and some of the many thriving 
groups dedicated to improve our 
environment and heritage.  These 
include Rottingdean In Bloom and the 
Village Hall committee in renovating 
Golden Square, Beacon Hub in 
establishing closer links with the 
Windmill as the Hub develops, and 
most recently the Brighton Quakers in 
increasing awareness of the historic 
Quaker Burial Ground in the village. 
 

 
New Handrails in the Grange Garden 
allowing disabled visitors easier access 
to the upper lawn. 
 
As always, however, our day to day 
focus is on activities in The Grange. 
The Gallery and Museum remain as 

popular as ever with almost 10,000 
visitors last year, a remarkable number 
for a small village like ours. After 
prolonged negotiations with the Council 
about Disability access, we have at last 
installed a stairlift in the Museum as 
well as appropriate handrails in the 
Gardens. This was made possible by 
generous donations towards the cost by 
local organisations and members of the 
public, responding to this important 
need. 
 

 
Sue Backhouse and Glenda Vincent 
receive the Gold Award from the SSE In 
Bloom competition 
 
After several years with second place, 
the Grange Garden has finally been 
awarded a Gold Medal from the Sussex 
and South-East In Bloom competition, 
an enormous credit to Sue Backhouse 
and her team of volunteers which make 
the Tea Gardens such an attractive 
place to visit.  
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The Windmill, our other main 
responsibility, has also attracted over a 
thousand visitors this year. At the 
moment, we open twice a month over 
the summer months, as well as for 
special groups and schools. But if we 
had more volunteers I am sure that we 
would attract even more visitors over 
the summer holidays, when it is so 
popular with children. 
 

 
 
There has been a lot of concern in the 
village about the state of Golden 
Square in recent years, and this year 
we have restored the Wash House, 
uncovering unexpectedly a fine flint 
wall, previously hidden with unattractive 
rendering. Working with the Village Hall 
we have arranged for it to be repainted 
and a new sign to be installed. 
Rottingdean In Bloom have also been 
busy replanting the flower beds, and 
with the new bench, there is a striking 
improvement in the overall appearance, 
so important for visitors coming into the 
Village from the car park. This is an 
excellent example of how the many 
active groups in the village can work 
together for a common goal.  
 

Perhaps the most interesting project 
this year has been working with the 
Brighton Quakers on the Quaker Burial 
Ground in Rottingdean, which is one of 
the earliest in the country. It was given 
by the then owner of Challoners, 
Nicholas Beard, in 1661, and was the 
principal burial place for the whole area 
until the 1820s, when the Brighton 
Quaker Burial Ground was established 
(recently receiving publicity when it was 
uncovered by excavations at the 
Pavilion).  
 
Unfortunately, the Burial Ground is not 
directly visible, as it has been in private 
ownership for over 50 years and lies to 
the north of the cottages at the 
beginning of Dean Court Road. 
Nevertheless, it remains an important 
part of our history, and we are in touch 
with Historic England who are listing it 
as part of a national survey of the 
Quakers they are currently undertaking. 
We are however planning an 
information board on the adjacent 
footpath, so that members of the public 
can be made more aware of this historic 
part of our heritage.    
 

 
Artists impression of the Quaker Burial 
Ground by Mick Bensley 
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The other major initiative this year has 
been to refurbish the Burne-Jones room 
at The Grange, prompted in part by a 
generous donation from one of our 
members. This room has always been 
a popular part of the Museum, but has 
not perhaps focussed enough on the 
time this famous artist spent in the 
village and where his ashes are buried. 
This has involved a good deal of 
research and planning by the working 
group, and the result is a highly 
informative and fresh approach, 
incorporating audio-visual material, to 
give a much better idea of the scope 
and influence of his work.  
 

 
Members of the working group with Alison 
Smith at the Burne-Jones Study Day (Sue 
John, Alison Smith, Elizabeth Lamont 
and Jean Spray) 
 
By a happy coincidence, the room will 
be ready just as the large Burne-Jones 
exhibition opens in London at Tate 
Britain. Through links with the Grange 
gallery we have been in close contact 
with Alison Smith, the curator at the 
Tate, and were delighted when she 
came to speak at a Study Day the 
Society ran at the Whiteway Centre on 

Sept 29th, which proved to be a sell-
out. 
 
We have continued to work closely with 
the Parish Council, contributing to the 
Heritage Lighting installed around the 
Green earlier this year, and will be 
installing a new sign on the 
Quarterdeck overlooking the beach, 
with information about the history of the 
village, including the famous “Daddy-
Long-Legs” railway.  
 
Our main discussions with the Parish 
Council have, however, been over 
concerns raised about the Kipling 
Gardens. There are structural issues, 
including the unsafe flint wall, the 
decoration of the coach house at the 
entrance to the gardens, and the 
dangerous state of the gazebo 
overlooking the croquet lawn. But our 
main concern has been the overgrowth 
of the large trees, whose dense shade 
has meant that in the first court there 
are large bare patches in the lawn, 
which in winter can become a mudbath. 
 
The Parish Council and the RPS met 
BHCC last year to discuss all these 
points, but progress, such as it is, has 
been very slow. Because of the concern 
about the trees, the Parish Council and 
RPS had agreed to jointly fund some 
tree surgery to ameliorate the problem, 
when, belatedly, the Arboriculture 
department from BHCC appeared and 
undertook some work on the trees. 
Unfortunately, they did not listen to our 
concerns and the amount of pruning, 
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particularly on the lower branches, was 
so limited that the problem in the first 
court remains just the same. We shall 
continue to press BHCC for a solution 
to this issue. 
 
Finally, I would like to pay tribute to 
Arthur Collins, who for many years has 
been our representative on the 
Conservation Advisory Board (CAG) to 
BHCC. The Society has always had a 
strong voice in planning issues relating 
to the historic part of the village, and we 
have been very privileged to have had 
someone like Arthur who could 
scrutinise planning applications and 
give such a reliable and balanced view 
on their importance. For this and many 
other contributions to the Society we 
owe him a great debt of gratitude. 
 
Reports from other committee 
members will deal with the many 
activities of the Society in more detail. 
But nothing would be possible without 
the support of the many volunteers in 
every part of our organisation (probably 
over a hundred) who give their time so 
generously to enable us to continue our 
work in the village.  Our thanks must 
also extend to all the members of the 
management committee, the gallery 
coordinator, archivist and curator, who 
together make The Grange the success 
that it is.  We are sad this year to be 
losing John Loveridge who has done so 
much to reorganise the membership 
lists, but are glad to welcome Barry 
Wright to step into his shoes. 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 
Rowena Bennett 

 
The Annual Return for the period 1st 
May 2016 – 30th April 2017 was sent to 
the Charity Commission in February 
2017. This document consists of the 
Trustees Annual Report (TAR), the 
Annual Accounts for 2016-17 together 
with an Independent Examiner’s Report 
and details of the RPS Trustees. All the 
Executive Committee members are 
Trustees, in addition to four Custodian 
Trustees. The TAR covers the 
structure, governance and 
management of the RPS, its objectives, 
activities, achievements and 
performance and, a financial review. 
 

 
 
The Society had a stall at the 
Rottingdean Village Fair with publicity  
leaflets and merchandise. This year we 
combined with “In Bloom” and Helen 
Clark provided a straw man filled with 
flowers as well as various pots for sale.   
 
The artist displaying at The Gallery on 
that Saturday, Sara Hill, also displayed 
some of her work in the stall and had 
merchandise on sale.  As before there 
was significant interest in the archive 
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items displayed by Mike Laslett, the 
Hon Archivist, and a number of new 
members joined the RPS.   

 
THE GRANGE GALLERY 

Anne-Sara Odor 
Traditions – old and new 

 
At the time of writing The Grange 
Gallery is booked until the summer of 
2020 which is something of a testament 
to the popularity and success of this 
venue. The gallery is establishing a 
reputation which attracts the same 
artists back time and time again, as well 
as new artists from far further afield.  
 
We now find ourselves with a few 
traditions that are extremely popular 
with artists, visitors and the residents of 
Rottingdean Village. 2018 began with 
the fascinating exhibition of 'Old 
Rottingdean Treasures' by our 
respected archivist Mike Laslett, and 
2019 will begin with a similar display of 
never seen before exhibits from the 
Rottingdean Preservation Society 
archives.  
 
During the spring the Gallery celebrated 
the work of local artists from the 
Whiteway Centre and Rottingdean Art 
Club and will continue this tradition in 
2019.   
 
With the intention of having a very 
different and inspiring show for the 
‘Brighton Festival - Artists Open 
Houses’ we invited artists to create new 
works to the theme of "Wear & Tear". 

This attracted extraordinary responses 
using moving images, glass, oils, 
ceramic mosaics, indigo textiles and 
found objects which stimulated our 
imaginations with humour, beauty and 
curiosity. The show was such a visual 
success and embraced so eagerly by 
artists that we will create another new 
theme for the 2019 Artists Open 
Houses.  
 
Many familiar artists returned in 2018 
with Rob Upward, Sara Hill, Mikey 
Skinner, Carol Lawson, Chris McEwan, 
Nichola Campbell and Mick Bensley 
exhibiting new works. 
 

 
Part of the Schools Exhibition held in 
October in the Gallery 
 
Another tradition may have begun this 
year, that of an art show for the local 
schools. This year Downsview, Our 
Lady Of Lourdes, Longhill & St 
Margarets have come together with The 
Grange Gallery to create an incredibly 
unique, exciting, collaborative 
exhibition of work across all age groups 
that has been part of their 2017/18 Art 
curriculum. Our wish, with this show, is 
to introduce children to art and make 
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their parents more aware of the Gallery 
as somewhere to visit in the future. 
 
The Gallery ends 2018 with another 
tradition, a third Christmas Art & Gift 
Fair which is becoming part of village 
life where artists and crafts people 
celebrate the season in the warmth of 
the Grange. 
 
Celebrating Edward Burne-Jones is 
already a Rottingdean tradition which 
The Grange Gallery will continue in 
2019 with a glass show exhibiting work 
created by 20 eminent British and 
American glaziers; they are creating 
contemporary and classic pieces of 
glass inspired by the glass works and 
tradition of Edward Burne-Jones. This 
extraordinary show will welcome spring 
to the Gallery in 2019 and we very 
much look forward to your visit. 
 
 

STEWARDS 
Rob Upward 

 
Amongst the fascinating things about 
being a volunteer steward at The 
Grange are: 
• the fact that you never know at the 

start of your morning or afternoon 
shift how many will visit (could be 
less than 10 on a bleak November 
morning, and well over 50 on a 
sunny May day during the Brighton 
Festival)   

• ...and you never know who those 
visitors will be. They could be local 
folk prior to changing their library 

books or going for a coffee in the tea 
garden; or a Sussex U3A group, a 
bunch of Art students or Inner 
London school party; or a visiting 
family from Argentina, Sweden or 
New York. 

 
One thing is for sure, being a steward is 
rarely dull. Whilst there are duties to 
perform, like managing merchandise 
and art sales, and dealing with 
enquiries, the primary function of a 
steward is to meet and greet, and be 
ready to answer any questions before 
the visitors browse the museum rooms 
and the gallery.  Also, quite often, the 
exhibiting artists make themselves 
available to be in the gallery when their 
show is on; visitors do like to "meet the 
artist".  
 
Every year, a summer garden party is 
held for all the volunteer workers at The 
Grange, and an outing is arranged with 
an art theme (last year, it was to the 
Watts Village in Surrey, while later this 
year, it will be to the Tate Britain to see 
the major Burne-Jones retrospective 
exhibition). 
 
In January, a training and information 
afternoon is held for all stewards, to 
update them on new procedures, inform 
them of forthcoming events, and give 
them an opportunity to raise concerns 
or suggestions about the running of the 
gallery. 
 
People can steward for as little or as 
often as their circumstances allow - 
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once a month is about the norm.  If you 
are interested in being a steward, leave 
your contact details with the steward on 
duty at The Grange, and I will contact 
you and give basic training. It is a 
rewarding way to support an important 
cultural facility in this lovely village.  
 
 

GRANGE GARDEN 
Sue Backhouse 

 
Despite the weather’s best efforts to 
cause havoc (so little rain, so much 
sunshine), 2017-18 has been a year of 
strong development in The Grange 
garden. It has been awash with colour 
all year, although our favourite shade 
arrived in September when The Grange 
garden was awarded Gold in the South 
& South East In Bloom competition.  To 
everyone over the years who has 
supported the garden in whatever 
capacity – Thank You! 
 
New designs and re-planting of the 
northern and eastern beds in the Tea 
Garden flourished, whilst the North 
Walk was re-structured both in planting 
and composters. Brighton & Hove 
Council came up trumps by re-laying 
the paths in the front garden and 
mending the main Lutyen steps in the 
courtyard. The recent installation of the 
aesthetically pleasing handrails in the 
courtyard aid visitors’ access to the Tea 
Garden and the Barn. The Courtyard 
continues to develop thanks to 
generous donations which have 

allowed us to include specimen plants 
in keeping with Jekyll’s original design.  
 

 
 
The Gold SSEIB award has been 
wonderful thanks for our volunteers 
who give so generously of their time, 
muscles and laughter in making The 
Grange garden is a place where our 
community and visitors can come for 
peace, conversation and delicious 
cake! If you would like to join The 
Grange Garden volunteers we meet 
every 3rd Thursday 10am-1pm – all 
levels of experience welcome. Please 
contact me on 07802 435510 or 
sue@bozbambump.co.uk 
 

THE WINDMILL 
Colin Dellar 

 
Maintenance 
Apart from the usual minor repairs 
which are always taking place, no major 
maintenance has been required during 
the last year. The very hot and dry 
summer has seen a big reduction in the 
algae on the north and north-west side 
of the Mill so we will not need to 
pressure wash this area at the moment. 
In order to keep the sweeps balanced, 
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in October this year they will be turned 
through 180 degrees.  
 
Open days and exhibitions 
In May, during the Brighton Festival, 
Baron Gilvan and his wife were the 
artists in residence and put on a quite 
modern exhibition. We are hopeful that 
we will be able to attract an artist or 
artists who would like to have an 
exhibition in the Mill during the 2019 
Brighton Festival period. 
 
The Mill was open on the usual third 
Sunday of the summer months and we 
also had additional openings on July 
and August. Visitor numbers were just 
over 1050, which is slightly lower than 
last year. Full details of opening dates 
and times for 2019 will be published in 
RVN as well as notices in village shops 
and noticeboards. Banners giving 
details of open days and times will also 
be displayed on the Kipling Garden wall 
and on the cliff top. 
 
During the year, various schools and 
societies have had private visits to the 
Mill and we hope this trend will 
continue.      
 
Grateful thanks as always go to those 
stewards who look after the Mill on 
open days, provide interesting 
information about the Mill and make our 
visitors feel welcome. 
 
Mill lease 
After a very long period of negotiations 
with BHCC and RPS the new Mill lease 

has finally been agreed and signed. We 
now have a 25-year lease starting from 
11/1/18 with opt out clauses, if required. 

 
 

KIPLING GARDENS 
Valerie Whittle 

 
It is good to hear that the Gardens have 
again been awarded the Green Flag 
this year, following the visit on June 
13th, a testimony to the hard  work put 
in by Evan Murphie, the Garden 
Manager, throughout the year. 
 
The structural problems, where the 
south west corner of the rose Garden 
meets the Green Extension, which has 
been deteriorating for over a year now, 
have still not been touched despite 
assurances that this would be repaired.  
 
It has been good to see Evan in better 
health this year as a consequence of 
which the Gardens have looked in 
better order.  All beds have been kept 
far neater than they were last year, and 
this has been reflected in the higher 
marks awarded by the Green Flag 
judges this year. 
 
The Croquet Club has been well 
patronised and we have admitted a full 
membership with considerable activity 
throughout the season.   
 
In spite of the prolonged period of dry 
weather, the croquet lawn has been 
kept in good order throughout the 
season, due largely to the regular 
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watering by members and the care 
given by Evan. We had to put cages 
over the hoop positions to keep hostile 
birds and animals from ruining them. 
 
Our two bee hives have flourished this 
year and have caused no problems with 
the general public. Bob Curtis has taken 
good care of them and we are hoping 
that there will be a fine crop of honey to 
sell for our Christmas market. 
 

 
A Family making the most of the good 
weather in the Kipling Gardens 
 
The locking and unlocking of the gates 
has continued relatively smoothly and 
we are grateful for the team that has 
undertaken this task.  
 

MEMBERSHIP 
John Loveridge 

 
Membership renewal requests are 
being issued to those members who do 
not pay by standing order, on a monthly 
basis.  
 
Our Gift Aid claims are up to date; this 
brings in to the RPS about £800 per 
year.  At the time of writing the 

membership list stands at 292 
members (households) which is an 
increase on last year.  Of the members: 
• we have email addresses for 69% 

of them (this figure is slowly 
increasing) 

• 63% pay by standing order (this 
figure remains static). 

The leaflet that is aimed at prospective 
new members has been reprinted and 
many copies of this are picked up at 
The Grange.   

 
PLANNING 
Ken Bodfish 

   
In general terms, there has been no 
significant change in the character of 
the central core of the village as a result 
of planning decisions over the last 
twelve months. This is not to say that a 
number of planning approvals around 
Rottingdean have been approved 
which are a cause for concern. 
   
In particular, the approval of some 45 
houses at Meadow Vale is to be 
regretted not only because of the 
increased number of vehicular 
movements which will occur but also 
owing to the detrimental environmental 
impact on a very important link within 
the South Downs National Park from 
Balsdean across to Beacon Hill. 
 
Further, the approval of possibly at 
least 32 mediocre properties on the site 
in Falmer Avenue is very much to be 
regretted. As for the long running saga 
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of St Aubyns Field- it is thought that a 
final planning application will be made 
before the end of the year. 
   
It is also disappointing that no progress 
has been made by the City Council in 
enforcing orders on the properties in the 
High Street which are in a dreadful state 
of repair.   This obviously has a 
negative impact on the appearance of 
the village particularly as there is a 
shifting occupation of properties 
previously operating as shops.  Whilst it 
is clearly within the planning rules it is 
regrettable that banks and estate 
agents are being turned into offices. 
 
 Members will also have noticed that 
new railings have been placed around 
the War Memorial on the Village Green 
to replace those removed during the 
Second World War.     A positive 
development has been the 
revitalisation of Rottingdean in Bloom 
and there are many more ‘blooms’ to be 
seen, while the Black Horse continues 
to set a standard which enhances the 
street scene.  As indeed do the new 
‘old’ street lights which are nearly all in 
situ now within the centre of the village, 
and I am confident the Preservation 
Society will continue to support the 
Parish Council in continuing to replace 
all the so-called modern light stands. 
  
Arthur Collins will be missed as our 
representative for the Society on the 
City Council’s Conservation Advisory 
Group However, we are fortunate that 
Mike Bennett, who has considerable 

experience in property matters, has 
agreed to take over on behalf of the 
Society. 
  
As ever, the conservation of the best of 
the village depends on all of us 
remaining vigilant against inappropriate 
development and doing what we can to 
support the vitality and character of this 
unique ‘Downland Village by the Sea.’ 
 

ARCHIVES 
Mike Laslett 

 
Probably the most prominent activity 
was an exhibition of archive material in 
the Grange Gallery in January 2018. 
Despite the tours/talks being cancelled 
due to illness and inclement weather, 
over 400 visitors enjoyed the display. 
The exhibition will be held again in 
January 2019, with some fresh material 
added. 
 

 
 
I shared some of our information with a 
journalist from ‘Sussex Life’ and as a 
result a three-page article appeared in 
July which portrayed the Society in a 
good light.  
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We were also able to raise the profile of 
the Society at the Village Fair by 
displaying historic photos and some 
Village Fair programmes dating back to 
the 1950’s. 
 
We continue working with Fr. Anthony 
Moore on producing a leaflet featuring 
50 prominent memorials in the 
Churchyard. I have commenced a 
series of visits to smuggler’s cellars and 
am also keen to start an oral history 
project after hearing the memories of 
Mary Sauter, daughter of Mayor Taylor. 
Her mother was nanny to Sir Roderick 
and Lady Jones. 
 
During the year, we have continued to 
organise the Society’s material and to 
answer queries from home and abroad, 
most of which relate to family history. 
We were able to trace at least two lost 
relatives in the churchyard. We have 
been able to supply information for 
those looking to list assets when 
properties are put up for sale, such as 
the Quaker Burial Ground and one 
Tudor carved dwelling in Rottingdean 
Heights. I have been ably assisted by 
John Cumming and Karen and Steve 
North in these endeavours and their 
help is much appreciated. 
 
TREASURERS  REPORT 
Anne  Johnson 
 
RPS had a trading profit of £6542.00 
this trading year, due to the fact that 
RPS has still to donate £2500.00 to the 

Parish Council towards the Heritage 
lighting and also the very generous 
donations of monies towards the cost of 
the stair lift. 
 
Cash Funds and Investments  The 
cash funds at 30th April 2018 were 
£35344.00 and the investments at 30-
April-2018 were £160829 which 
maintains a steady return on our 
investments.  
 
RPS Reserves Policy  The ability of 
the Rottingdean Preservation Society 
(RPS) to operate and carry out its 
objects as described in its constitution 
is wholly dependent on membership 
fees, donations and from operating 
activities and income from investments. 
 
In order to continue to operate 
effectively in connection with the 
property within the RPS portfolio having 
the greatest potential financial 
obligations, namely the Windmill, the 
Trustees on the recommendation of the 
Executive Board of the RPS consider 
that the Society should maintain free 
reserves of (£100000) which will be 
held on deposit or in other readily –
realisable short-term investments 
managed by professional advisers and 
monitored by the Investment and 
Insurance sub-committee of RPS.    
 
===================== 
.
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 
 

 
 

CAR MANUFACTURING IN 
BRIGHTON 

 
by John Loveridge 

 
Brighton is not associated with the 
manufacture of cars; however, like 
many other towns across the country 
there was some small-scale car 
manufacturing in Brighton – in the early 
part of the 20th century there were in 
fact hundreds of small manufacturers 
across the country. 
 
The first recorded manufacturer in 
Brighton was Albert Lambourne who 
designed and built the “Lonsdale” car in 
1900 - 1901; this car had a 2½hp single 
cylinder chain-driven overhead cam 
engine with automatic spark advance - 
an advanced design at the time; 
however, drive to the rear axle was by 
belt.  Several of these were built by the 
Lonsdale Motor Co at the works in 
Waterloo Street, Hove.  One owner of 
the Lonsdale was the Mayor of Hove. 
 

 
 
Albert Lambourne resurfaced in 1912 
when he designed the “Old Mill” car 

(above); the works, Old Mill Works – on 
the site of the demolished Black 
windmill - can be found at the top of 
Highcroft Villas, Brighton, close to the 
junction with Dyke Road, (the works 
was recently converted to a row of 
cottages known as Old Mill Mews).  
Manufacture of the Old Mill car started 
in 1914 but fewer than twenty of these 
cars were made – unfortunately the 
First World War ended this activity.  The 
car had a 1093cc 10.2hp Dorman 
engine and a self-starter and was 
available as an open two seater, which 
cost £207 or £220 with lights, 
speedometer and horn; the other body 
style was a doctor’s coupé.  The 
radiator mascot was a small windmill on 
which the sweeps turned with the wind! 
 
Another small-scale manufacturer was 
the Rennie Manufacturing Co who, in 
1907, made the “Rennie” in a works 
located in Western Road, Brighton. 
 
The first manufacturer of note was the 
Two Stroke Engine Manufacturing 
Company, who made the Dolphin car 
during 1908 – 1909 in a small works, 
employing a small number of workers, 
located on the southern side of High 
Street, Shoreham-by-Sea.  The owner 
of this company was Ralph Ricardo and 
the cars were designed by his cousin, 
Harry Ricardo (later Sir).   
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The smaller of the two Dolphin cars was 
fitted with a 16hp two-cylinder two-
stroke engine whilst the larger car had 
a 30hp four-cylinder four-stroke engine; 
in 1908 the 30hp car was priced at 
£500.  In fact Harry Ricardo went to 
prep school in Rottingdean and whilst 
there he would take afternoon tea with 
Edward Burne-Jones, a friend of 
Ricardo’s father, and walk on the 
Downs with Rudyard Kipling.  Harry 
Ricardo, of course, later founded 
Ricardo Consulting Engineers, the well-
known engine design and development 
company that still exists, based beside 
Shoreham Airport.  
 
Moving on to the 1950s, the “Hazelcar” 
was made by Eric and Roy Hazeldine 
who owned a garage business based in 
Telscombe Cliffs and in Rottingdean.  
The petrol engined version of this used 
a Ford 8hp 933cc engine which, with 
the gearbox, was placed transversely 
ahead of the rear axle – this gave the 
car good roadholding; this car was 
assembled in the garage premises at 
Telscombe Cliffs.  However, the electric 
powered version, having a 1½ hp 
electric motor and nine 6-volt batteries 
under the bonnet, was assembled at 
the Battery Manufacturing Association 
works at Lansdowne Works, Alice 
Street, Hove.  The body was an open 
two-seater but at £535 these cars were 
overpriced; about twenty five Hazelcars 

were made in 1950 - 1955 – one of 
which (having the Ford engine) was 
purchased by Sir Roderick Jones 
(husband of Enid Bagnold) of North End 
House, Rottingdean.  This car still 
exists and was restored to full working 
order a few years ago by a resident of 
Saltdean; two other Hazelcars have 
survived – both of these are the electric 
version. 

 
The most recent and most well-known 
of Brighton-made cars is the BMW 
Isetta bubble car (above) which was 
made in the former locomotive works 
adjacent to Brighton station; the main 
drawback to this site was that all 
components had to be delivered by 
train and all completed cars were taken 
away by train.  Between 1957 and 1964 
over 30,000 of these cars were 
assembled in Brighton.  The cars had a 
245cc four-stroke engine, derived from 
a BMW motorcycle engine, and a four-
speed gearbox which drove the rear 
wheels by chain.

 
 
===================================================================== 
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RAPE, HIDES, HUNDREDS and 
the 1839 ROTTINGDEAN TITHE 
MAP  

By John Cumming 

These ancient words come from Saxon 
times. When Alfred the Great (849-899 
AD) became king, his main task was to 
defeat the Vikings’ incursions from the 
north.  He achieved 
this by building a 
system of 
fortifications, about 20 
miles apart 
throughout his 
Kingdom.  These forts 
were joined by well-
maintained army 
roads and gradually 
grew into towns.  
They also became the 
traditional territorial 
sub-divisions of the 
County which, in 
Sussex, were called 
RAPES.   
 
Each RAPE was run by 
its own Lord and Sheriff.  There were 6 
RAPES, 3 eastern (Hastings, Pevensey 
& Lewes) and 3 western (Bramber, 
Arundel & Chichester).  They also 
became the centre for local government 
administration where tenants (and 
everyone was a tenant of the King) 
were obliged to meet their “Common 
Burden” of military service, fortress 
work and bridge repair.  
 

A HIDE had 2 meanings.  In the 7th and 
8th century, it was as a measurement of 
area.  Usually it was set at 120 acres 
(considered a magical number, since 
Moses lived for 120 years), where “one 
acre was equal to as much land as 
could be ploughed in one long day”.  It 
was also the amount of land worked by 
one family and their dependants, upon 
which the tenant’s public obligations to 

provide food rent was 
assessed but also 
where every HIDE had 
to provide one man for 
garrison duties etc. 
 
Later, this became the 
“land of one tax 
payer”, thus leading to 
it becoming a unit of 
tax where one HIDE 
produced £1 per 
annum (where the 
price of an ox was 2 
shillings - 20p).  In 
wartime, 5 HIDES had 
to provide a fully 
armed soldier of the 
King.  Sussex was 

allocated a tax of 7000 HIDES; the 
Lewes RAPE 1300, Falmer 21, 
Ovingdean 8 and Rottingdean only 2 
HIDES.   
 
When William I produced the 
Domesday Book, which he was able to 
do in under a year, he based it on the 
existing Saxon records and this method 
of taxation remained little modified right 
into the 19th Century. 
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However, the HIDE was not only used for 
raising the King’s taxes, including 
additional Danegeld when required, but 
also used as the basis on which the 
support for the church was met.  These 
church funds were paid in kind, were 
called TITHES (the Saxon word for a 
tenth) and were attributed against “the 
profits of the land, the stock upon the 
land and the personal industry of the 
inhabitants”.  The produce was then 
stored in the local tithe barn prior to 
sale. 
 
Each community had the task of 
deciding how its quota of HIDES should 
be divided between the lands held by 
the villages, estates and manors.  In the 
case of taxes, it was the Lord of the 
RAPE who arbitrated where there was 
no agreement with the Sheriff 
responsible for enforcing the 
commitment.  In the case of church 
TITHES, it was the parochial clergy and 
the bishop who had this responsibility. 
 
The passing of The Commutation Act 
of 1836 allowed people to request that 
their TITHE commitment be paid in 
stirling, which was known as Corn Rent 
and which was based on a seven-year 
average price for wheat, barley and 
oats.  To assess how much individuals 
had to pay, all TITHE areas, which could 
be their parish, were required to draw 
up 3 copies of a map, fully 
authenticated by commissioners, 
showing every field, farm building and 
house in their area.  Additionally, each  

 
field and building was allocated a 
number that was recorded in the Tithe 
Map’s associated Apportionment 
Schedule, which listed the use of every 
entry as well as who owned and/or 
rented it.  In our case, this is known as 
the Rottingdean Tithe Map of 1839 
and its Apportionment, one copy of 
which is held in The Keep.   
 
However today, the Map and its 
Apportionment go far beyond listing 
who held what; they are an accurate 
record of Rottingdean in 1839.  Thus, it 
is fascinating to compare this 
information with what we know from 
books on Rottingdean Past as well as 
the Rottingdean we love today.  It is this 
that I will be exploring in a talk at the 
Society’s forthcoming AGM. 
 
 
 

 
One of the broken gravestones in the 
Quaker Burial Ground, lying in grounds 
that once were part of Challoners. 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS 2017 – 2018 
Chris Davidson – Chair                 
christopherdavidson@mac.com  
 
Valerie Whittle Vice-Chair / Kipling Gardens         
valerie.whittle3@gmail.com 
  
Rowena Bennett – Secretary 
rowena_lusty@hotmail.com                              
Anne Johnson – Treasurer                                 
 ra-johnson@tiscali.co.uk  
 
Colin Dellar – The Windmill / The Grange                      
thedellars@ntlworld.com 
 
Ken Bodfish – Planning 
ken.bodfish@gmail.com  
 
Rob Upward – Stewards                             
 robert.upward@btinternet.com 
 
John Loveridge – Membership Secretary               
rpsmemsec@gmail.com 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 
Marcus Bagshaw  Museum Curator                       
marcusbagshaw@hotmail.com          
 
Anne-Sara Odor  Grange Gallery Organiser                            
annesara.odor@gmail.com  
                                                                                                                                   
Mike Laslett  Archivist                                                  
mikelaslett@ntlworld.com             
 
 



 20 

 
 
 
 

        
 

The Wash House in Golden Square before and after renovation by the 
Preservation Society this summer, showing the attractive flint wall 
previously obscured by patchwork rendering. A new sign is to be 

installed and we are commissioning a new painting for the window 
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