
ROTTINGDEAN PRESERVATION SOCIETY 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, THURSDAY 27 
OCTOBER 2016 

 
THE WHITEWAY CENTRE, ROTTINGDEAN, 7.30PM 

 
 PRESENT : Christopher Davidson (Chair), Barbara Coligan (Minutes), 
Valerie Whittle,  
 Colin Dellar, Rob Upward, John Loveridge, Ken Bodfish, Marcus 
Bagshaw, Anne-Sara Odor, 
 Mike Laslett, Gabriel Dempster.  
 In addition, 31 members attended. 
 
 APOLOGIES: Anne Johnson (Treasurer), John Cooper (President), 
John Leech, Janet Leech,  
 Graham Sheppard, John Bryant, Pauline Dellar, Roy Wales, Christine 
Wales. 
 
1. MINUTES OF THE 2015 AGM held on 22 OCTOBER 2015 
    These were proposed for approval by Norman Cuddeford and 

seconded by Veronica Carter. 
 
2. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE 2015 AGM 
    There were none. 
 
3. PRESENTATION OF THE ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2016 
 
    Chairman’s Report – Christopher Davidson 
    Administrative Review: Our Secretary Barbara Coligan will be 

resigning on 31st December  
    2016 after 11 years; we are very grateful to Barbara and to her 

husband Mike for providing  
    invaluable help in so many areas for various events over the years.      
    Rowena Bennett had agreed to become the Secretary as from the 

New Year. 



    Lady Helena Hughes had resigned as a Custodian Trustee on 31st 
May 2016.  

    Michael Greenslade had agreed to become a Trustee as from the 
AGM. 

    John Cooper had resigned from the Investment & Insurance Sub-
Committee as from the AGM.   

    Gabby Dempster had joined as Assistant Archivist and becomes an 
Associate Member. 

 
    The objectives of the Society are: to preserve the village, its 

amenities and the rural  
    surroundings of Rottingdean, and to improve the same; to preserve 

and maintain the Windmill. 
 
    The Grange was saved from closure in 1993 by the RPS taking over 

the running of the Museum  
    and the Gallery. 
    The change in opening hours of the library together with the new 

tourist information office had  
    helped with an increased footfall in the Gallery and the Museum. 

Visitor numbers for the year  
    were 7485, (7158 in 2015), children made up 8-12% of the visitors.  
    Volunteers consist of Steward Coordinators, Stewards, Key Holders 

and gardeners. 
 
    For the second year running The Grange Gardens won the 1st prize 

for the Best Charity 
    Community Garden in the “Brighton & Rottingdean In Bloom” 

competition. The Gardens won a 
    Silver Gilt in the Heritage section of the “South & South East In 

Bloom” competition.     
 
    Three new boards were erected in the Gardens with information on 

The Grange and on various 
    aspects of the Gardens.   
 
    The Burne-Jones room will be refurbished and opened to coincide 

with the Edward Burne-Jones 
    exhibition planned for 2017. 



 
    The Tea Garden which operates in the summer months, has been 

very successful, continuing to 
    attract visitors for Lesley Skinner’s food and the pleasant 

surroundings.   
 
    The Windmill was acquired in 1923; the full repairing lease with 

BHCC expires in 2021 and the  
    RPS is in the process of negotiations with BHCC to extend the lease 

for another 25 years, and  
    to include a 6 month break-clause. The Custodian Trustees 

recommended an independent  
    review of the new lease, and a full structural report by a specialist 

engineer. 
 
    Kipling Gardens were saved from development in 1988 and 

acquired with a bequest from the  
    Caton family. The gardens are supported by ‘Friends of Kipling 

Gardens’ who are mainly  
    Rottingdean residents with an interest in gardening and who 

volunteer for 1 or 2 days a week. 
 
    The RPC had planned a Heritage Street Lighting scheme for the 

Village The RPS agreed to  
    contribute £5,000 towards the initial phase and would be willing to 

make a contribution towards  
    the next phases. 
  
    The Society had also agreed to contribute towards the signage on 

the quarterdeck which is a 
    RPC Village project. 
  
    An application had been made to install a Blue Plaque at The 

Grange gate to commemorate the 
    46 years that the Rev. Thomas Redman Hooker lived there. The 

Rev. Hooker was the Vicar at 
    St. Margaret’s Church and involved in many activities in the village.  
 



    William Nicholson’s studio in the Whiteway Centre grounds will be 
renovated outside – the  

    exterior woodwork will be painted, the weatherboarding refurbished 
and missing tiles replaced. 

    Information on Nicholson will be displayed inside. 
 
    The Archive room had been repainted and a heater installed. The 

room will be used to store  
    Village History, Parish Council Records, Village Fair Photographs, 

St. Margaret’s Church  
    Archives, RPS Documents, Old Exhibitions, etc. 
  
    Thanks to all the members of the Executive Committee for all their 

contributions to the Society’s 
    activities during the past year.    
  
    Secretary’s Report – Barbara Coligan 
    The Annual Return for the period 1st May 2014 – 30th April 2015 

was sent to the Charity 
    Commission in February 2016. This document consist of the 

Trustees Annual Report (TAR), the  
    Annual Accounts for 2014-15 together with an Independent 

Examiner’s Report and, details of  
    the RPS Trustees. All the Executive Committee members are 

Trustees, in addition to four 
    Custodian Trustees. The TAR covers the structure, governance and 

management of the RPS,  
    its objectives, activities, achievements and performance and, a 

financial review.   
     
    The Society had a stall at the Rottingdean Village Fair with publicity 

leaflets and merchandise.   
    A successful ‘Fishing ‘ game made a small contribution to the Fair’s 

takings.   
      
    The Museum – Marcus Bagshaw 
    Before 1993 Brighton & Hove Museums operated The Grange 

Museum; when it was threatened  



    with closure in 1993, the RPS stepped in and took it on together 
with The Gallery. 

   
    There are 2 permanent exhibitions on “local history”, St Aubyns 
School – the first 50 years, and 
    Enid Bagnold – how Rottingdean influenced her work as an author 
and playwright, with  
    particular reference to her 1935 novel “National Velvet” and to “The 
Chalk Garden”.   
 
    The Dora Bryan exhibition continued to be popular. BBC TV filmed a 
programme for the “One 
    Show” at The Grange on Dora, and how it was for her children 
growing up with famous parents  
    (Dora’s husband was the celebrated cricketer Bill Lawton). The 
programme was broadcast in  
    September. 
     
    The exhibition “Cinema by the Sea” celebrating the Golden and 
Silver ages of British film  
    making and its associations with Rottingdean, Brighton and other 
parts of Sussex will be  
    extended to Easter 2017, adding new exhibits i.e. Vivien Leigh and 
Lawrence Olivier who lived 
    in Sussex Square, Brighton.  
    Films include ‘Brighton Rock’ (1948) with Richard Attenborough, 
‘Genevieve’ (1952) the London  
    to Brighton Car Rally, ‘O What a Lovely War’ (1969) featured 
Brighton Pier with Richard  
    Attenborough. Audrey Hepburn visited Rottingdean Windmill in 1951 
and these photos were  
    published in “illustrated Magazine”. Barbra Streisand visited 
Brighton in 1970. Elizabeth Taylor,  
    the star of “National Velvet” visited Rottingdean. Ditchling based 
engineer Roland Emmett   
    designed the car in “Chitty, Chitty, Bang, Bang”. He was also an 
illustrator for ‘Punch’ magazine. 
    Dame Anna Neagle and Max Miller were also associated with 
Brighton. 



 
    ‘The Royal Pavilion and Museums’ based in Brighton has 
responsibility for 6 museum and had  
     been very helpful with advice on The Grange exhibitions. 
 
     The BBC had also been extremely supportive, encouraging Marcus 
to give talks on “Brighton  
     on Film” and additional aspects. Marcus also gives these talks at 
the Brighton Pavilion and  
     Brighton Museum, at which the exhibition “Cinema by the Sea” is 
keenly promoted.     
     
     The Gallery – Anne-Sara Odor 
     Embracing a commitment to the local community, an important 

collaboration began with Our  
     Lady of Lourdes School. The students exhibited their work on a 

“Shackleton” project that was  
     enjoyed by children and their families, attracting 140 visitors. 
 
     Renowned stained glass artist Elizabeth Lamont will be displaying 
in the 2017 Edward Burne- 
     Jones exhibition which will pay homage to his stained glass, and 

will coincide with the  
     reopening of the newly refurbished Burne-Jones room.    
 
     The barn will be refurbished and used to hang some of William 

Nicholson’s pictures relating to 
     Edwin Lutyens. 
     Rafaella Appleby, great granddaughter of William Nicholson, will 

exhibit in 2018, probably when  
     Nicholson’s studio has been refurbished. 
 
     13 artists who exhibited at the Glaziers Fair in London are 

interested in exhibiting in the Gallery.  
     James Trollope (Seaford) will loan the Gallery works by Eric Slater 

who produced over 30  
     colour woodcuts, many depict scenes near his home in Seaford.  
 



     Celebrating the Christmas season, in December The Grange will 
decorate Christmas trees and 

     host a Christmas Show from 1-24 December with pieces of 
affordable art and gifts for sale. 
        
     In early 2018 the Gallery will present its first Children’s Arts Festival 

in association with local  
     schools. It is intended to collaborate with a school in Mumbai on a 

project on Rudyard Kipling.  
     
     The Gallery sells merchandise acknowledging artists and authors 

that have lived and worked in 
     Rottingdean, with books by Rudyard Kipling, William Nicholson, 

Gertrude Jekyll and Edwin 
     Lutyens, to name but a few.  
 
     Rottingdean Windmill – Colin Dellar 
     There were 650 visitors during the open afternoons on the third 

Sundays of May to September,  
     and for National Mills weekend in May. Although visitors numbers 

were down for the year,  
     donations were higher per visitor numbers, than in previous years. 

Presently, opening times are 
     advertised in Rottingdean Village News, The Deans magazine, and 

on banners displayed on  
     the cliff top and on the Kipling Gardens wall. It is intended to install 

a small noticeboard at the 
     Mill displaying the open times.   
 
     Future Evolutionary Arts Turbine (FEAT) did not hold their annual 

contemporary arts exhibition,  
     but visitors were probably encouraged when the Mill featured in a 

BBC local radio programme.  
     Isobel Smith, a mature student at the Royal Academy is keen to 

have an event in May, perhaps 
     an exhibition or some readings. 
 
     Unfortunately, there was an attempted break-in in mid-October; 

apart from the metal bar which  



     covers the keyholes for the locks being forced outwards, there was 
no other damage. 

 
     The RPS has had a full repair 99-year lease from 29 September 

1923 that expires on 20  
     September 2021. The RPS is in negotiations with BHCC to extend 

the lease for a further 25  
     years, with a 6-month break clause. 
     The Custodian Trustees recommended an independent review of 

the new lease that will be  
     overseen by the Society’s solicitors, Adams & Remers.   
     The Custodian Trustees also recommended a full structural report 

by a specialist engineer. The 
     RPS will request that Paul Rigden, who has been associated with 

work on the Mill for many  
     years, carry out the structural inspection. 
 
     The Mill is in good condition, requiring only minor repairs. However, 

algal growth has been  
     accumulating on the feather boards and the cap on the lee side 

(north-east); this will have to be 
      removed by pressure-washing. 
     
      It was suggested that Rottingdean Parish Council is approached 

for cooperation with funding. 
      The RPC did not exist when the RPS took over responsibility for 

the Mill. 
      It was also suggested that English Heritage should be approached 

for funds.   
 
      Membership – John Loveridge 
      There were currently 265 members; 67% paid by Standing Order, 

69% had signed up for Gift  
      Aid and 55% received communication by e-mail. 
      Membership renewal requests were being sent on a monthly basis 

to those members who do  
      not pay by Standing Order. 
      Gift Aid of £820 had been claimed in the previous financial year. 



      Membership leaflets had been distributed to shops and estate 
agents in the village. 

        
      Stewards – Rob Upward 
      The annual Garden Party for all volunteers – steward coordinators, 

stewards, key holders and  
      volunteer gardeners was held in August and attended by about 50 

people. 
      The volunteers’ outing to Osborne House on the Isle of Wight was 

a great success. 
      The 2017 outing will be to Watts’ Gallery near Guildford. 
       
      Planning – Ken Bodfish 
      St. Aubyns: the planning application submitted by Linden Homes 

was refused by BHCC; the  
      company is re-submitting plans. The RPS will continue to express 

strong reservations about  
      the loss of this open space. The RPS is concerned that any 

development which may be  
      approved should be appropriate to the village and its character. 
 
      The application submitted for development on Meadow Vale was 

refused by BHCC and had  
      been re-submitted with a proposed reduced number of houses. 
 
      The application for development on Falmer Avenue, Saltdean, 

(which falls within the Parish of 
      Rottingdean) was refused on grounds of design. 
 
      There has been a profusion of unnecessary advertising signs on 

buildings in the village; the  
      Parish Council is looking into ways of tackling this problem. The 

RPS will work closely with the 
      RPC to find a solution.  
         
      Kipling Gardens – Valerie Whittle 
      The  gardens were bought by Sidney Goldman after Kipling had 

left The Elms and, the flint  
      work, arches and ‘separate rooms’ were due to his vision. 



      
      “Friends of Kipling Gardens” is a group of local residents that helps 

the gardener Evan Murphie 
      when required and, is also a requirement of the Green Flag 

inspectors. The group met in June  
      to discuss new planting, the beehives, use and misuse of the 

gardens, etc. Sadly, the 6  
      volunteers dwindled to none. Advertisements for volunteers will be 

included in the RVN and  
      ‘The Deans’ in the spring. 
      Volunteers are required to lock/unlock the gardens. 
 
      BHCC is going to cut its budget by £600,000 to 3.4 million by 2020. 

It has to make further  
      savings of £68 million by 2019/20. One of the cutbacks is that 

BHCC will not maintain the  
      wooden benches; it is not clear if this will be the responsibility of 

the RPS. If BHCC did not  
      want to continue maintaining the gardens, they would revert to the 

RPS.  
      BHCC have a consultation website for residents to express their 

views regarding changes to  
      the management of parks and gardens.    
 
      In future, If BHCC did not wish to look after the gardens, they 

would have to revert to the RPS.  
       
      Archives – Mike Laslett 
      The glass cabinet outside the library has a display that is changed 

every 2 months. 
      The archive room had been refurbished with a heater installed. 
 
      There are 3 key aims of archiving : Organise, Share and Preserve. 
      Organistaion involves people, places, events, genealogy and RPS 

business. 
 
      Some of the material found in the archives includes: Angela 

Thirkwell (1890-1961), 



      granddaughter of Edward Burne-Jones, writing about North End 
House; William (Trunky) 

      Thomas (1882-1902), last smuggler and keeper of bathing 
machines; Nelson Stenning (1850- 

      1929), his baker’s shop sold 13 Bath Buns for a shilling – the 
proverbial baker’s dozen;  

      Eric Stenning, son of Nelson, was the blacksmith at The Forge. 
 
      There are three stained glass window panels that could be 

restored; the estimate cost for each  
      panel would be £450 + £150 for the frame.   
 
      Thanks to Gabby Dempster for helping to organise the archives 

and the archive room.    
   
 4.  PRESENTATION OF THE ANNUAL ACCOUNTS FOR 2015 – 

2016 – Anne Johnson   
      The total receipts were slightly up. Advertising costs were higher, 

The Grange running costs  
      increased due to extra cleaning, and the garden costs were also 

higher as a result of the  
      additional work involved in achieving the “In Bloom “, and the Best 

Charity Garden awards. 
      New signage in the gardens incurred extra costs.  
 
      The cash funds at 30 April 2015 were £96,827 (April 2014 -- 

£86,800). Investments at 30 April  
      2015 were £67,570 (April 2014 -- £79,377). 
 
      Investments with the United Trust are £25,000 and with 

Hargreaves Lansdown are £122,438. 
      
      The accounts were proposed for approval by Jean Talbot and 

seconded by Norman  
      Cuddeford. 
     
 5.  ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
MEMBERS 
      Barbara Coligan resigned as Secretary from 31st  December 2016. 



      The Chairman nominated Rowena Bennett to be Secretary from 
1st January 2017. 
      
      The following were proposed for election by Roland Myers, 

seconded by Norman Cuddeford,  
      and elected “en bloc”.       
      Officers :  
      Christopher Davidson --- Chairman, Rowena Bennett – Secretary, 

Anne Johnson – Treasurer 
      Executive Committee Members: 
      Valerie Whittle, Colin Dellar, Rob Upward, John Loveridge, Ken 

Bodfish.   
 
 6.   ELECTION OF CUSTODIAN TRUSTEES 
       Lady Helena Hughes had resigned on 1st June 2016. 
       The Chairman nominated Michael Greenslade as 
CustodianTrustee. 
  
       The following were proposed for election by Heather Butler, 
seconded by Roland Myers,  
       and elected ‘en bloc’. 
       Norman Cuddeford, John Blackman, Frank Wenstrom, Michael 
Greenslade. 
  
 7.  Consideration of business for which written notice shall have 

been given to the 
      Secretary at least seven days before the AGM. 
      There was none. 
 
 8.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
      There was none. 
 
      The Chairman thanked the members for attending and closed the 

meeting. 
     
       


