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Annex 1
Factua l De tai ls

Name : Rottingdean Quaker Burial Ground Walled Enclosure

Location: Coppers,  The Green, Rottingdean, Brighton, BN2 7DD

County Dist rict Dist rict Type Parish
The City  of Brighton and
Hove

Unitary Authori ty Rott ingdean

History
The Quaker movement emerged out of a period of religious  and political turmoil in the mid-C17. Its main
protagonist , George Fox, openly rejected traditional  religious doctrine,  ins tead promoting the theory  that
all people could have a direct relationship wi th God,  without dependence on sermonising ministers,  nor
the necess ity of consecrated places of worship.  Fox, originally  from Leicestershi re, c laimed the Holy
Spirit was within each person, and from 1647 travelled the country  as an i tinerant  preacher. The year
1652 was pivotal in his  campaign; after a vis ion on Pendle Hill,  Lancashire, Fox was moved to visit
Firbank  Fel l, Cumbria,  where he delivered a rous ing, three-hour speech to an assembly of 1000 people,
and rec ruited numerous converts.  The Quakers,  formally named the Religious  Society of Friends, was
thus  es tabl ished.

Fox  asserted that no one place was holier than another, and in their early  days, the new congregat ions
often met for silent worship at outdoor locations; the use of members’ houses, barns, and other secular
premises followed.  Persecution of Nonconformis ts proli ferated in the period, with Quakers suffering
disproportionately.  The Quaker Act of 1662, and the Conventic le Act of 1664,  forbade their meetings,
though they  continued in defiance, and a number of meeting houses date from this early  period.  The Ac t
of Toleration, passed in 1689,  was one of several steps  towards freedom of worship outs ide the
established church, and thereafter meeting houses began to made their mark  on the landscape. 

From the mid-C17,  Quakers were either denied the right to bury their dead in the parish graveyard, or
chose not to. Early  burials  took place in gardens and orchards , but soon Friends  began to acquire thei r
own burial grounds . Some were attached to meeting houses, but many were detached; in some cases
the burial ground was the earl iest  element of the site, with the meeting house built later,  as at Colthouse
in Cumbria,  where meetings initially took  place in the 1658 burial ground. Common s tandards for Quaker
burial grounds were agreed relatively early; mos t burial grounds  were enclosed in some way , often with
brick or stone walls, and sometimes with a secure gated entrance. Early burials were not normally
marked but  the practice appears to have grown unti l in 1717 it was  decided that all gravestones  should
be removed, though earlier graves tones have survived in several burial grounds . From 1850, the use of
plain heads tones, of uniform s ize and design was approved, wi th inscriptions following distinctive
convent ions  such as the use of numerals  for the month, the usual names  for the months  and days being
rejected on account of their pre-Chris tian origins . The s imple semi-circular or segmental -headed stones
are a distinctive feature of many Quaker burial grounds,  with some regional variat ions  in shape, material
and sty le. More elaborate grave markers  are rare. In some burial grounds the stones  have been laid flat ,
or moved to the boundary wal ls.

The burial ground at Rottingdean was established by the most prominent of Rottingdean’s early
Quakers, Nicholas  Beard (circa 1612-1702),  who joined the movement in 1655. A local landowner, Beard
is noted as  one of the earliest  leaders of the Quaker communit y in the Brighton area, holding meetings
for worship at his house, Down House between 1660 and 1686; by  1668 Brighton and Rottingdean had
formed two separate groups. Beard is  believed to have spent a number of periods  in prison, totalling
about 5 years, for refusing to pay his tithes. In 1661 he purchased ‘a rood of land fenced with a stone
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wall’ with a gate opening on to the Common or Green, and in 1675 he leased the plot of land to the
Soc iety  of Friends  for 999 years. The firs t burial  appears to have been that of Elizabeth Cott ington, who
died in October 1659. The firs t interment  of a member of the Beard family  was  in 1661. The site served
as a burial place for the wider Brighton area,  although there was a burial ground attached to the Brighton
Meeting House es tabl ished in 1700. In total 102 Quakers are known to have been buried at Rot tingdean,
96 being members  of the Beard family. In 1854,  Charles  Beard gave a plot of land for a new burial ground
at nearby B lack Rock,  following which the Rottingdean site was used only  for the Beard family,  burials
ceasing in the late C19. The Black Rock  burial ground was  used from 1855 until 1972, when a burial
ground at Woodingdean was established. 

From 1934 the Rot tingdean s ite was leased as a garden to the owners  of Challoners , a house
historically associated with the Beard family . In 1955, the house known as Quakers Res t was built  on a
plot  to the east  of the burial ground, with the burial ground being rented by  the owners of the house; at
that  time an opening was made in the east wall,  now blocked. The burial ground was  sold in 1992 to the
owner of a house known as Coppers,  built to the north of the burial ground on land formerly belonging to
Challoners;  the burial ground remains  part of the Coppers property  today.   

The Rot tingdean s ite is bounded by walls  on three s ides; these correspond with the walls noted in the
mid-C17, but have seen cons iderable alterat ion and rebuilding.  The south of the s ite is c losed by a row
of cottages , converted from farm buildings which were present at the t ime of the 1838 Tithe map. Until
the late C20, a large railed burial enc losure was  set  at the north end of the burial  ground,
commemorating ten members  of the Beard fami ly who died between 1812 and 1884.  This was
dismantled in about 2005;  its insc ribed s tone markers are now placed agains t the north wal l. A res idual
brick pl inth at the northern end of the burial ground indicates the former position of the railings. The
majority  of burials on the s ite took place before 1850, so it is probable that many  graves  were originally
unmarked, though the presence of a number of round-headed grave markers against the north wall
sugges ts that some have been removed from their original pos itions. 

Details
Wal led enc losure of former Quaker Burial Ground, first used in 1659; the walls probably retain some
mid-C17 fabric,  but with cons iderable repair and rebuilding,  particularly  to the wes t wall. 

PLAN:  the site is a rectangle, approximately 30m long from north to south, and approximately 25m
wide from west  to eas t. The walls  bound the site to north, wes t and east; the south s ide is bounded by
the rear walls of a row of cottages .

MATERIALS: knapped flint, roughly coursed, wi th half-round capping bricks, possibly  C19.

DESCRIPTION: the walls are about 1m high. Towards the east  end of the north wall is a gateway giving
access  from Coppers.  The brick opening is thought  to have been made in the 1990s.   At  the centre of
the eas t wall is  the former mid-C20 opening giving access from Quakers Res t; this has been in-filled with
flint.  The west wall  was not fully inspected, the southern portion appears to have been substant ially
rebuilt in the C19 or later; additional brick  courses have been introduced, and the capping is  of a different
profile. There is  a cent ral brick  opening in this wall, giving access from The Green, though this may  have
been rebuil t. 

Set against  the north wall  are commemorative angled s tone markers which originally  formed part of the
Beard tomb; the earliest of these dates from 1812. There are also a number of small  semi-c ircular grave
markers  agains t the north wall, apparent ly set in place.
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