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NOTICE OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 
Notice is hereby given of the Annual General Meeting that will be held on 

 
Thursday 22nd October 2015, at 7.30pm in the Rottingdean Whiteway Centre, 

Whiteway Lane, Rottingdean. BN2 7HB 
 

AGENDA 
 

1. To approve the minutes of the 2014 Annual General Meeting 
 
2. Matters arising from the minutes of the 2014 Annual General Meeting 
  
3. Presentation of the 2015 Annual Report 
 
4. Presentation of the Annual Accounts for 2014-2015 
 
5. Election of Officers and Executive Committee Members 

The following are willing to stand for election as Officers of the Executive Committee:  
Chairman – Chris Davidson, Secretary -- Barbara Coligan, Treasurer -- Anne 
Johnson.  

    The following are willing to stand for election as Executive Committee Members: 
    Valerie Whittle, Colin Dellar, Ken Bodfish, Robert Upward, John Loveridge. 
    Nomination for the election of any person as an Officer or Executive Committee  
    Member must be submitted to the Secretary together with the names of the proposer 
    and the seconder and with the written consent of the nominee, not less than 7 days 
    before the AGM. 
 
6. Election of Custodian Trustees 
    The following are willing to stand for re-election:  
    Lady Helena Hughes, Norman Cuddeford, John Blackman, Frank Wenstrom. 
 
7. Consideration of business for which written notice shall have been given to the 
    Secretary at least 7 days before the AGM. 

 
8. Any other business at the discretion of the Chairman, but no resolution shall be 
    passed in respect of such business raised.  

 
 Barbara Coligan (Secretary) 
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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 
 THURSDAY 30th OCTOBER 2014  

 
THE WHITEWAY CENTRE, ROTTINGDEAN, 7.30PM 

 
PRESENT : Christopher Davidson (Chair), Barbara Coligan (Minutes), Valerie Whittle,  
Anne Johnson, Colin Dellar, Rob Upward, Ken Bodfish, Heather Butler, Marcus Bagshaw, 
Amanda Davidson.  
In addition, 31 members attended. 
 
APOLOGIES: John Cooper (President), Jean Talbot (Vice-President). 
 

 1. MINUTES OF THE 2013 AGM held on 28 November 2013 
        These were proposed for approval by Norman Cuddeford, seconded by Harold Williams and  
        approved by the members. 

 
 2. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE 2013 AGM 
     There were none. 

 
 3. PRESENTATION OF THE ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2014 

 
  Chairman’s Report – Christopher Davidson 
  It had been another active year for the Society with events in many ways being dominated by the  
  village Kipling Festival. However, the Grange Gallery and the Museum had a number of very 
  successful exhibitions, the Windmill Open days were very popular and the Kipling Gardens, a 
  magnet for visitors, had received yet more awards. 
 
   Two new members had joined the Committee. Heather Butler as Membership Secretary had a   
   membership drive with attractive literature being circulated to all households in the village. 
   Rob Upward had been very active in organising the Steward Coordinators, the Stewards’ rota 
   and the merchandising, and had initiated a successful outing in August to Kipling’s House,  
   “Batemans” in Burwash.  
 
   I feel very fortunate as Chairman to have a good team on the Committee working for the benefit  
   of the Society and for the village as a whole: Barbara as Secretary, Anne as Treasurer, Valerie  
   as both Vice-Chairman and guardian of the Kipling Gardens, Colin who manages the Windmill  
   and The Grange, and Ken who, with Arthur Collins, has kept a close eye on the major planning  
   issues that are looming in the village.  
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Two Associate Members, Marcus Bagshaw and Amanda Davidson are talented individuals who 

   run the Museum and the Gallery respectively. They have brought real flair to their work and the  
   exhibitions of Kipling, St. Aubyns School and William Nicholson have been outstanding. The  
   Society is very grateful to them both. 
 
   Sadly, this year saw the retirement of Pat Commin as a Custodian Trustee; she and her  
   husband John contributed so much to the Society at the time that the RPS took over  
   responsibility for The Grange from East Sussex C.C. in 1993, and we owe them a great debt. 

John Blackman and Frank Wenstrom, both of whom have been closely involved with the village  
   for many years, joined Lady Helena Hughes and Norman Cuddeford as our Custodian Trustees,  
   to provide some oversight of the Society’s work carried out by the Executive Committee. 
 
   Another administrative change had been the appointment of a new Insurance & Investment 
   Sub-Committee that consists of Adrian Wood and Trevor Hopper, both very experienced in  
   the financial fields, John Cooper (President of the RPS) and members of the Executive  
   Committee. After extensive consultation they had recommended a change to the Society’s  
   investment portfolio, which will hopefully generate more growth in the funds held and thus  
   support the Society’s objectives. It had also been agreed to divide the Society’s capital holding,  
   with the majority put into a reserve fund to cover the major financial commitment of the Windmill, 
   leaving a smaller capital for managing The Grange and other activities. 
 
   Expenses in the past financial year had been considerable, largely due to the repairs to the  
   Windmill carried out in 2013, as detailed at the last AGM. Additional costs had been incurred at  
   The Grange as a result of a gradual improvement programme to upgrade the facilities in the  
   Gallery and the Museum. The Kipling Room had been refurbished and Kipling’s figure was  
   completely remodeled and overhauled thanks to the skillful hands of Janet Leech. 

Brighton & Hove C.C. had installated a disabled toilet downstairs and had also repaired the 
surrounding flint walls.   
 
These improvements had contributed, with the delightful Tea Rooms run so ably by Lesley 
Skinner, to the increasing popularity of The Grange for tourists to the village. Visitor numbers 
had steadily increased: 2012 – visitors 3894, 2013 – visitors 7049, 2014 – visitors 8539. 
The decision to open the Gallery in May as part of the Brighton Arts Festival Open Houses had 

   attracted more visitors. 
 
   New lights had been installed a few years ago but had become increasingly problematic and  
   must now be replaced. This will require capital expense; the Society is taking advice from  
   Brighton Museum and others to install museum-quality lighting that will be more effective and 
   low-energy. Planning consent in accordance with conservation regulations has to be given 
   before work can commence. 
 
   The current lease of The Grange expires in 2017. The Society is in negotiations with Brighton & 
   Hove C.C. to extend the lease for a 15-year period, instead of the current 5 years. 
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   Secretary’s Report – Barbara Coligan 
   The Annual Return for 2012-2013 was sent to the Charity Commission in February 2013. The 
   three parts of this document consist of the Trustees Annual Report (TAR), the Annual Accounts  
   for 2012-2013 together with an Independent Examiner’s Report, and the names and details of  
   the RPS Trustees. All the Executive Committee members are Trustees, in addition to three  
   Custodian Trustees. The TAR covers the structure, governance and management of the RPS,  
   its objectives, activities, achievements and performance and, a financial review.   
 
    The Society had a stall at the Rottingdean Village Fair. Publicity leaflets and membership  
    information were distributed, resulting in 20 new members joining on the day.  
    Committee members manned the stall with a ‘Fishing Game’ which was a great success and  
    made a small contribution to the Fair’s takings. 
     
   Grange Museum – Marcus Bagshaw  

A new photographic exhibition on Rudyard Kipling in Rottingdean opened in the newly 
refurbished Kipling room in June to coincide with the Kipling Festival in Rottingdean. The 
photographs showed Kipling and his family at leisure in Rottingdean and date from the summer 
of 1897. The photographs were taken by Kipling and his wife Carrie at their home, ‘The Elms’, 
on the Village Green and on Rottingdean beach. The permanent exhibition is dedicated to the 
late Mike Smith, a well-known local Kipling expert. A brass plaque was unveiled by his wife and 
children to mark his considerable contribution to The Grange Gallery & Museum. 
TV F1 filmed the exhibition and will screen it in November. BBC Countryfile would like to make a 
programme relating to Kipling for transmission in early December. 
 
The Dora Bryan Exhibition was extended until summer 2015. Sadly, Dora passed away in 
August aged 91. Her last public appearance was in Rottingdean in summer 2013 when she 
opened the exhibition that marked both her 90th birthday as well as her incredible 71-year 
acting career that included musicals, Shakespeare, farce and tragedy.  
 
An exhibition celebrating the first 50 years of St Aubyns School, Rottingdean was opened in the 
spring by the acclaimed author and old boy of St Aubyns, William Shawcross. The school had 
archives up to and including WWII. The private viewing brought together a number of old boys 
who enjoyed the exhibits and reminisced about their school days in Rottingdean. 
 
Grange Gallery – Amanda Davidson 

             An exhibition titled " A Dandy at The Grange", a tribute to Sir William Nicholson who turned this 
             old vicarage into an arty home for his family and friends, opened in February. As "The Grange", 
             he redecorated it and, with his artist wife Pridie and son Ben produced many paintings. Robert  
             Cross, an enthusiast, gave a series of three talks with accompanying film, with support from  
             Peter Merry, who loaned some of his private collection of Nicholson woodcuts for display. There 
             is now a small display of Nicholson's local pictures on the stairway and new black and white  
             flooring in the entrance lobby to match his original flooring.  
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 A Brighton artist called Vince Donlini exhibited in early April, sold five original oils and a £935 
portrait of artist Billy Childish. The Artists Open House, part of the Brighton Arts Festival in May, 
had a higher visitor attendance than last year. 
 
In July, "Inspired by Kipling", with professional artists and three local schools, together with the 
Rottingdean Writers’ Group was an exhibition as part of the Kipling Festival in the village. There 
were book readings for adults and children, school workshops (to produce face masks) and 
create imagery and, literary events scheduled around the Village Green. The project was 
generously funded by the Heritage Lottery, the Co-Op and Rottingdean Traders.  
 
Local artists Mick Bensley, Sara Hill and Rob Upward had exhibitions during the summer. 
George Antoni, after his first ever show in The Grange last year, now sells his work at the 
Saatchi Gallery online. "The End of Summer Art Show" in September was a last minute initiative 
with a group. "Tudor Close, Then and Now" exhibited by Amanda, opens in October, a tribute to 
a local historical building. In November local TV actor Tom Cotcher will exhibit his paintings.  
 
Smugglers’ Night in December will feature award winning Brighton puppet theatre company 
"Touched Theatre", together with Philip Sugg (historical puppet theatres and retired Greenwich 
Museum curator), and Amanda producing “Rottingdean Smugglers and the Exploding Toy 
Theatre". We are currently waiting to hear if this project goes ahead with Arts Council funding.  
In total there will have been 19 exhibitions by the end of 2014. 
 
The Windmill – Colin Dellar 
Following the expensive work which was done to the bearing plate last year, no additional work 
had been required during the last twelve months other than the usual annual maintenance jobs.  
Next year the green algae will have to be removed from the lee side (north and east).    
 
During the first three weekends in May, F.E.A.T. – Future Evolutionary Arts Turbine – held their 
fifth Contemporary Arts Festival in the Mill. This highly successful exhibition, which coincided 
with the Brighton Festival, was over subscribed by artists wishing to take part and attracted a 
total of 827 visitors.  
 
The Mill was open as usual on the third Sunday of each month from May –September, and for 
the Mills Weekend in May. BBC Bristol wished to make a programme featuring the Windmill, 
possibly with a photoshoot next year. 

 
Rottingdean Beavers, pupils from Hayes Park School, London, and pupils from local schools 
had visited the Windmill. Special viewings for local schools, organisations and societies can be 
arranged. 

 
Kipling Gardens – Valerie Whittle 
The Green Flag inspection took place in May and the ‘In Bloom’ inspection in July.  The gardens 
received the ‘South and South East In Bloom’ Gold Award for the third successive year. 
The Green Flag Judges’ Report this year contained the following comments: 
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The gardens are beautifully maintained to a high standard by the on-site gardener. 
Horticultural design and management is exemplary. Paths, furniture and walls are all in 
good condition. There was no litter evident and, as dogs are banned from the gardens, no 
dog mess to worry about. The gardens are a reminder of Kipling’s time in Rottingdean and 
signs explain the history of the site well. Original flint walls have been restored to good 
effect and traditional brick paving reclaimed used on the paths is a good way to reflect the 
historic character of the area…. The recent introduction of beehives is an excellent 
addition…. The Friends Group and the Preservation Society have been instrumental in 
creating and overseeing the management of the gardens, providing strong links between 
the Council and the community. The Croquet Club provides a unique facility for the 
community within the gardens. 
 
Two beehives were installed in the meadowland in the northeast corner of the gardens. The 
area is surrounded with galvanized steel railings to deter the public from getting too close. A 
recently trained beekeeper had agreed to take on responsibility for monitoring the bees. 
 
Roy Wales arranged for two performances of ‘Romeo and Juliet’ to take place on the 
weekend of mid-Summer’s Day in June. Both evenings were sold out and the perfect 
evening in the open air was a great success. Picnickers enjoyed their refreshments on the 
picnic tables that had been moved to the Green extension.   
 
The Kipling Festival was held on the weekend of 11/12 July. There were stories and plays 
for children, dressing up in Edwardian style, and three excellent evening talks. Two 
historically based tours of the Kipling Gardens were fully booked with 15 members per tour.  
 
Disappointingly, two beds of new shrubs failed to flourish, probably as the result of having a 
succession of roses over thirty years. The wet spring meant that all plants had an excess of 
leafage this year. The low lavender hedges planted three years ago are now firmly 
established and enhance the rose beds. 
 
Improvements were made to the Croquet Court over the winter break. Club members 
painted the pavilion; the seating area was increased and made more comfortable; the 
Council supplied further railings to completely enclose the lawn.  
 
Evan and Valerie produced a new leaflet on the gardens to replace the 2006 edition. It has 
coloured photographs to illustrate the text and had been sent to all members. A copy was 
placed in the Time Capsule buried at the Village cenotaph. Thanks to Paul Minch for his 
patience and skill in assisting with the design. 
 
In August Brighton & Hove C.C. decided that it would no longer lock parks and gardens at 
night, a cost-cutting exercise that would have serious consequences for security. Kipling 
Gardens had been given an extension till the end of October to find a solution; various 
possibilities were being explored.   
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Membership –Heather Butler 
The database was consolidated, the membership to date being 230. The application form 
was revised with current details for Gift Aid, and was successfully used at the Society’s stall 
at the Village Fair in August, generating 20 new members.   
A new membership pack was devised for prospective members. This included a leaflet on 
the history and present work of the RPS and contained an application form, a gift aid form 
and a car sticker. 
Existing members were sent the membership pack together with the current newsletter. As 
members could supply their e-mail addresses on the RPS leaflet, it was envisaged that all 
information about exhibitions, previews, and other events could be communicated by this 
means, thus saving postage costs.   
 
Stewards/Merchandise – Rob Upward 
The role of the Volunteer Steward had changed, with a greater need to interact with the 
public. The Stewards’ information folder had been regularly updated on matters of Health 
and Safety, sales procedures and general routines in the Gallery and Museum. It had 
become necessary to have two stewards on duty at all times, for safety reasons and for 
monitoring visitors in all four rooms. With over 80 stewards on the database, a minimum  
commitment of once a month for every steward would ensure that the target of two 
stewards per session was achieved. 
 
Sincere thanks to all Stewards, Steward Coordinators and Key Holders, particularly Marion 
Beadle, who together, ensure that The Grange is fully supervised. More volunteers are 
required; training is provided for a role that is rewarding and enjoyable. 
 
Prior to the opening of a major exhibition stewards were fully briefed at a ‘tea and biscuits’  
preview, and hence could assist and inform visitors accordingly. Approximately 30 stewards 
enjoyed an outing to Kipling’s home, “Batemans” in Burwash.   
 
The erection of new shelves bedside the stewards’ desk in The Gallery had greatly 
enhanced opportunities to display merchandise. Books, cards, pamphlets, CDs and 
laminated Kipling poems, which in some way relate to Rottingdean are sold, as are goods 
that relate to particular long-term exhibitions, such as the current Dora Bryan exhibition. 
 
Planning – Ken Bodfish 
A key interest of the Society is the conservation and enhancement of the historic core of 
Rottingdean, together with the village as a whole. The officially recognised Conservation area  
around The Green and the High Street provides a focus but a close watch is kept on planning 
issues and developments in general.  
 
To this end the Society monitors Planning Applications to the City Council and, where 
appropriate, makes representation to the Planning Committee. Of significance in 2014 is the 
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objection lodged to the proposed housing development in the area known as Meadow Vale. 
Included in the reasons for the objection is that the Society does not believe the suggested 
scale of the development and the suggested streetscape is in keeping with the Downland village 
nature of Rottingdean. It would be almost impossible to oppose the developments; the RPS 
could ensure that conservation criteria are met. The RPS sent in its views on the B&HCC 
planning brief for the land between The Twitten and the High Street.  
 
The Society is ably represented by Arthur Collins on the Conservation Advisory Group  
(CAG) which makes representations to the City Council on planning issues from a 
conservationist and preservationist perspective. Further, the Society cooperates with the 
Rottingdean Parish Council on planning matters and makes its views known to their Planning 
Sub-Committee. Also, as the Parish Council progresses with its very important Neighbourhood 
Plan, which will be presented to both Brighton & Hove City Council and the South Downs 
National Park Authority, the RPS will ensure an appropriate input emphasising the 
characteristics of the village. 
 
Archives – John Leech 
Many thanks to John for his informative article on ‘WWI in Rottingdean’. 
  

 4.  PRESENTATION OF THE ANNUAL ACCOUNTS 2013 – 2014 – Anne Johnson 
The RPS had a deficit of £29,285 due to the high costs of repairs to the Windmill as stated in 

last year’s accounts. Garden costs increased due to the removal of the Mulberry tree; rebuilding 

of the flint walls by B&HCC necessitated plants to be removed, stored and replanted. The 
Annual Review was sent to every household in Rottingdean, incurring additional costs. 

 
The cash funds at the 30 April 2014 were £86,800 (in 2013 they were £11,6231) and the 
investments at 30 April 2014 were £79,377 (in 2013 they were £81,063). 

 
 A claim had been submitted to HMRC for repayment of gift aid from members’ subscriptions.  
 The Society would like to thank Sara Brown for all her help in preparing this claim. Grateful 
thanks to Afshin Taraz for examining the accounts and preparing his Independent  

       Examiner’s Report, at no cost to the RPS. 
 
       The Accounts were proposed for approval by Frank Wenstrom, seconded by Belle Hannay and 
       approved by the members. 
    

   5.   ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
         The following were proposed for election as Officers by Derek de Young, seconded by Norman 
         Cuddefore and elected ‘en bloc’ by the members: 
         Chairman – Christopher Davidson, Secretary – Barbara Coligan, Treasurer – Anne Johnson. 

 
The following were proposed for election as Executive Committee Members by Dawn Davidosn, 
seconded by Janet Leech and elected ‘en bloc’ by the members: 
Valerie Whittle, Colin Dellar, Ken Bodfish, Rob Upward. 
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 6.  ELECTION OF CUSTODIAN TRUSTEES 
      The following were proposed for election as Custodian Trustees by Arthur Collins, seconded by 
      Dawn Davidson and elected ‘en bloc’ by the members: 
      Lady Helena Hughes, Norman Cuddeford, John Blackman, Frank Wenstrom. 

 
 7.  CONSIDERATION of business for which written notice shall have been given to the Secretary 
      at least seven days before the AGM. 

There was none. 
 

 7.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
      At a meeting with the Custodian Trustees it was suggested that there could be a separate tier of 
      membership for “Friends & Patrons of the RPS”, who would pay an increased subscription or  
      contribute towards any item/items required. These “Friends & Patrons” would then have priority 
      access to launch events of exhibitions, previews, etc. 
       

There was a suggestion that names of patrons could be displayed on a board in the foyer  
      upstairs. Arthur Collins suggested that an exhibition of Angela Thirkell’s work could be mounted. 

Harold Williams had entered The Grange Gardens in the ‘Rottingdean in Bloom’ competition. 
      
      It was pointed out that the fabric at the front of The Grange was crumbling, with plaster 
      peeling and the pillars rusting. The Chairman assured the membership that this would be taken  
      up with B&HCC. 
 
      Sally Prince asked if it was possible to install disabled access to the Gallery and the Museum. 
      The Chairman replied that he would look into this. 
 
      It was envisaged that next year the computer room in the Library would be converted to a visitor  
      centre.  
 
      Valerie Whittle, Harold Williams and John Leech were writing a book on Rottingdean, with 
      Douglas D’Enno as editor and contributor. It would be published in the spring, priced at £3.75. 
 
      There was a query about putting a directional sign for The Grange in the short-stay car park. 
      However, there is already a heritage sign for The Grange in the village.   
       
The Chairman thanked the members for attending and closed the meeting. 
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ANNUAL REPORT 2015 
 
 
Chairman’s Report 
Chris Davidson 
 
This year has been another successful year with record numbers visiting the Windmill on the 
Open Days, and the continuing popularity of exhibitions in the Gallery and The Grange 
Museum. There have been a number of important milestones, too, which will have an impact 
on the long-term activities of the Society. 
 
The most important change has been the extension of the Lease the Society has with 
Brighton and Hove City Council. In 2007 after Local Government reorganization when BHCC 
took over the Lease from East Sussex County Council, we had a five-year renewable Lease 
that was due again in 2017. The RPS Trustees had strongly recommended at the meeting 
last year that we renegotiated a longer Lease, particularly with the precarious nature of Local 
Authority finances at present. I am pleased to report that, following negotiation, we have now 
successfully extended the Lease to 2030. There are options to withdraw from this should 
circumstances change at each five-year review, which we consider allows the Society 
sufficient safeguards for the foreseeable future. 
 
Another important issue that was resolved related to the Fire Regulations for the Museum and 
Gallery. Following a Fire inspection in 2013, visitor numbers were restricted to a maximum of 
12 at any one time, something that was extremely difficult to regulate or comply with and 
allow the normal functioning of the building. Following this, BHCC undertook a complete 
overhaul of the Fire Safety measures and in extensive work in 2013-4 replaced all the Fire 
Doors and fireproofed the cellar. This now gives members of the public a 30-minute window 
to exit via the normal stairwell in the event of a fire, more than enough to vacate the building.  
A further Fire Inspection last year now give us a license for events for up to 50 people, a great 
improvement, which now allows us to hold events in The Gallery and opens up many 
opportunities for other Society activities there. 
 
The Gallery and Museum have also had a major refurbishment, carried out during the winter 
closure in January. At last, the upgrade to the lighting has been carried out, installing low-
energy museum grade lighting that has greatly improved the experience for both artists and 
visitors alike. We also took the opportunity to replace the flooring and redecorate the North 
Room, the main exhibition area for the Museum, which has been long overdue. The flooring, 
along with new display cases and the opening of two of the windows that had been used for 
display, has greatly both the functionality and the appearance of this important space.  
 
Unfortunately, this year, we are losing Amanda Davidson as the Art Gallery Organiser, after 
three years when she has given much new energy to the Gallery and the variety of artistic 
activities held there. During this short period the visitor numbers have doubled, and due in no 
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small measure to the standard of exhibitions in the Gallery and Museum. The Society is very 
grateful for her invaluable contribution, and she leaves us with an almost full list of bookings 
for 2016. Fortunately, we now have a new Gallery Organiser in Anne-Sara Oder, who has 
recently moved to the village, and has a background in design. Russell Kitchen will support 
Anne-Sara on the administrative side, and we remain very grateful for his diligent work for the 
Society over the last year. 
 
At the end of last year, we also lost Heather Butler as Membership secretary; her work and 
enthusiasm did much to consolidate and boost our membership for which we are grateful. 
She has been succeeded by John Loveridge who has been highly efficient, and done much to 
iron out the anomalies in our membership that had grown up over the long period when we 
had no membership secretary at all. His wife, Maggie also became our Archivist, and made a 
real impact is sorting out the Archives in the time she was with us, dying sadly after a short 
illness earlier this year. In this she was assisted by Gabby Dempster, who continues to be 
very helpful in supporting the new Archivist, Mike Laslett, a local historian. Proper cataloging 
of all the fascinating material that we hold in the Archive remains a high priority for this 
coming year so that it is more readily available to the public. 
 
It has been eventful year for the Kipling Gardens. The Gardens have remained a magnet for 
visitors to the village, thanks to the dedication and hard work of Evan Murphie who takes a 
real pride in keeping the gardens beautiful all the year round. A popular feature, particularly 
for children, has been the siting of two beehives in the wilderness area of the gardens. 
Unfortunately this year, there were multiple swarms in the Spring, causing some concern both 
to the public and members of the Croquet Club. Valerie therefore convened a meeting of the 
Friends of Kipling Gardens to discuss this further, but it was felt in the end that the risk to the 
public of the bees was not great, provided the number of hives was limited. A further issue 
was the withdrawal by BHCC of the opening and closing services to the Gardens at the end 
of 2014, but after extensive discussions between all those involved this service is now 
provided by members of the Rottingdean Parish Council on a voluntary basis. 
 
The Windmill also remains a popular venue with tourists to Rottingdean, with over 150 visitors 
in a single afternoon at the open day in August. As always, this is managed assiduously by 
Colin Dellar, and fortunately this year we have had no major items of expenditure to consider 
in repair and maintenance. The Windmill however remains our greatest financial concern and 
is one of the reasons we hold substantial funds in reserve in case major repair work becomes 
necessary.  
 
I feel very fortunate as Chairman to have such good support from the Committee, working 
both for the Society and for the benefit of the village as a whole. As well as those already 
mentioned, I have Barbara as Secretary, Anne as Treasurer, Valerie as both Vice-Chairman 
and Chair of the Friends of Kipling Gardens, Colin who manages the Windmill and The 
Grange, Rob who has really changed the face of Stewarding in the Grange, and Ken who, 
with Arthur Collins, has kept a close eye on the major planning issues that are looming in the 
village. I am also very grateful to the support we have had from our Custodian Trustees and 
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the members of the Investment and Insurance subcommittee who have helped us to make 
our governance more transparent. 
 
Finally, there are some sad deaths to record over the last year. Pat Commin, who was so 
influential with her husband John, at a crucial time in the history of our Society; Sara Browne, 
our Treasurer, who continued to be a great support to Anne even when she had left the 
committee; Bill Davis, a War Veteran, was one of our longest serving and most faithful of our 
Grange Stewards, and finally Maggie Loveridge who passed away so soon after joining our 
Committee. All have made valuable contributions to our Society in their different ways and we 
mourn their loss. 
 
 
Secretary’s Report 
Barbara Coligan 
 
The Annual Return for 2013-2014 was sent to the Charities Commission in February 2014. 
The three parts of this document consist of the Trustees Annual Report (TAR), the Annual 
Accounts for 2013-2014 together with an Independent Examiner’s Report and the names and 
details of the RPS Trustees. All the Executive Committee Members are Trustees, in addition 
to four Custodian Trustees. The Trustees report covers the structure, governance and 
management of the RPS, its objectives, activities, achievements and performance and, a 
financial review. 
 
A new lease for 15 years was negotiated with Brighton & Hove C.C. commencing March 
2015. The Deed of Surrender of the previous lease, the Counterpart Lease for the Extension, 
together with the Warning Notice and Statutory Declaration for each of the four new 
Custodian Trustees was lodged with the Society’s lawyers Adams & Remers at their Head 
Office in Lewes.  

 
The Society had a stall at the Rottingdean Village Fair where membership information and 
publicity leaflets were displayed to attract new members. A ‘Fishing‘ game was a great 
success and made a small contribution to the Fair’s takings.  

 
Museum  
Marcus Bagshaw 

 
Local History Room: The Local History room contains 2 new permanent exhibitions: St. Aubyns 

School - The first 50 years, and Enid Bagnold - How Rottingdean influenced her work as an 
author and playwright with particular reference to "National Velvet" and "The Chalk Garden." 
 
Dora Bryan - Miss Showbusiness!  The exhibition on Dora Bryan continued to draw crowds 
throughout the summer of 2015.  As a fitting end the exhibition BBC television sent out a 
production team from the popular "One Show" to film a programme at The Grange on Dora and 
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how it was for her children growing up with famous parents (Dora's husband was the celebrated 
English cricketer Bill Lawton).  The programme was broadcast at the end of September.  
 
Cinema By The Sea: A new exhibition opened at The Grange in September called "Cinema By 

The Sea," a celebration of the Golden and Silver Age of British film making and its many 
associations with Rottingdean, Brighton and other parts of the Sussex Coast. 
 
Grange Gallery  
Amanda Davidson 

The installation of the new professional lights completed the art gallery make-over which started 
with complete redecorating of the walls in Jan 2013 and the new merchandising shelving area 
together with the monitor. I am very pleased to have played a part in upgrading the gallery for 
our future artists. 
 
I have enjoyed teaching at The Whiteway Centre for 20years now and so Feb was a good 
opportunity to show support by exhibiting the work of my students including the Life Drawing 
group. Rob Upward enjoyed a successful show of new paintings in March followed by first time 
exhibitor Sophia Murphy and returning artists Corina and Orna with their vibrant 'Fusion of 
Colours'. In May Barry Hinchliff celebrated his inspiring '60 years of Painting' in his 80th year as 
part of Artists Open House, sharing with talented local craft makers. 
 
In June I was delighted to have booked my former Brighton art tutors, illustrators Carol Lawson, 
Chris McEwan and glass engraver Elizabeth Lamont, followed by an exhibition of my 
contemporary Brighton College of Art students, now all highly successful professional artists. 
Also a huge thanks to London Fine Art Gallery, who lent the drawings of former Brighton 
College tutor and Rottingdean resident Dorothy Coke, as a retrospective of her illustrations 
including her WWII work. 
 
As a committee member of The Kipling Festival, I enjoyed co-ordinating 'Inspired by Kipling in 
India' amongst the local art and craft makers I invited the children of Newhaven Hillcrest Centre 
to display their work, which they created especially. We hosted various literary events as well as 
my puppet show with Philip Sugg and poetry readings from the Rottingdean Writers. 
 
July hosted the biggest exhibition of work by the The Sussex Arts Collective. A stunning riot of 
mixed media creativity! Bob Webzell’s bi-annual photographic show was followed by Mick 
Bensley's marine paintings in August. I was pleased to see the return of The Rottingdean 
Camera Club in Sept and The Society of Sussex Painters, Printers and Sculptures who formed 
91yrs ago ( an original member being Dorothy Coke). Flower painter Betty Dunsmore will follow 
new exhibitor Chris Francis in October, and then actor, turned successful abstract artist, George 
Antoni will be in November. 
 
I have listed The Grange as an Artist Open House venue in November for Northern artists John 
Spence and Alan Atkinson, and once again in December I will be showing The Smugglers 
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puppet theatre as a children’s play, sponsored by PARC, and am delighted to incorporating top 
Brighton puppeteers to show and perform their work throughout the Xmas holidays, and into the 
first week of the New Year. 
 
2016 is now fully booked with 19 exhibitions including 8 new professional exhibitors to The 
Grange. I would like to thank Anne Johnson for all her support in working out our artists 
payments and my new recruit Russell Kitchen for confirming all the bookings and constantly 
checking in with artists on the lead up to their exhibitions. 
 
Rottingdean Windmill 
Colin Dellar   
 
Maintenance: No major works have been required during the last year. The usual minor 
repairs have been carried out and the Mill is in good condition. Next year we are looking at 
possibly pressure washing the lee side i.e. the north-east side of the Mill in order to remove 
the algae which is accumulating on the feather boards and the cap. 
 
Open days and exhibitions: We were hoping that FEAT – Future Evolutionary Arts Turbine – 
would be holding their usual contemporary arts festive in the Mill in May but unfortunately this 
was not possible, we are however hoping that they will be able to put on a festival next year.  
 
The open afternoons which were on the third Sunday of each month between May and 
September attracted a much greater number of visitors than usual, some of this possible 
being due to the fact that during the summer the Mill featured in a BBC local radio 
programme. Many thanks to the various stewards who look after the Mill on open days and 
provide a warm welcome to the visitors. 
 
Next year the Mill will be open on the following days between 2.00pm and 4.30pm – 14th and 
15th May National Mills Weekend; 19th June; 17th July; 21st August; 18th September.  If we are 
fortunate to have the arts festival at the Mill then these details will be published in the village 
notice boards and the Rottingdean Village News. 
 
Community events: If there are any local schools, organisations or societies who would like a 
private visit to the Mill then please contact us as we are always happy to arrange these. 

 
Kipling Gardens 
Valerie Whittle 
 
The “Friends of Kipling Gardens”: the Friends are a list of local residents who have an interest 
in or an involvement in the Gardens, and is a requirement by the Green Flag inspectors.   In 
practice the Friends have not been greatly involved since they were formed, nor do any of the 
members “help” Evan in the Gardens – he likes to get on with it in his own way! 
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This year, however, it was felt desirable to have a meeting of the Friends to explore the present 
relationship of the Preservation Society to the Gardens, since Brighton & Hove City Council 
holds them in trust for the RPS.   This relationship has become more relevant in the light of 
Brighton Council’s withdrawal of the opening and closing the Gardens whenever the Gardener 
is not on duty. This responsibility has now been taken over by the Parish Council. 
 
The meeting of the Friends took place in June when the key topics were the bees, new planting 
in the rose garden, use and misuse of the Gardens etc.   After the meeting Evan took those 
members present on a guided tour of the Gardens, which was greatly enjoyed. In September 
Bob Curtis, Chairman of Brighton & Lewes Beekeepers, gave a talk to members at the Grange. 
 
Bees: The bees swarmed three times in April/May this year and the path to the Gazebo was 
taped off for the safety of the public.  Two further hives have been added to the meadowland.   
 
Rose Beds: Poor quality of the soil in one bed led to it being replaced with Rosa Spinossisima. 
Others are Golden Celebration, Just Joey and Comte de Chambord.  These have made a good 
showing this year.  The lavender hedges which Evan installed two years ago have been greatly 
admired as had also the ceanothus Trewithin Blue which has been a wonderful sight with its 
stunning, long-lasting, blue, blooms. 
 
Croquet: The Croquet Club was once again fully subscribed this year.  However, a weekly 
session on a Wednesday morning is earmarked when the public can join members to try out the 
game. Dryness of the lawn, caused by lack of rain, has meant that the Club had to be closed 
early in the season, once a week so that Evan could water the lawn all day and give it a 
thorough soaking when necessary.  The Croquet Committee is currently exploring the feasibility 
obtaining funds for installing a watering system in the autumn.   
 
Kipling in India: The Kipling Festival, on Kipling in India, was held at the end of June.  Once 
again, the gardens were used for plays for children, talks as well as tours.   The Preservation 
Society contributed tours of the Gardens and tours of the Downs in recognition of which the 
organisers kindly donated £100 to the Society. 
 
Garden Tours: Two tours were arranged for the Kipling in India Festival in late June, a third tour 
for a partially sighted group from St Dunstans in August was postponed due to heavy rain, and 
a fourth tour from the Birkbeck Garden History Group in September. 
 
Yoga: A small group has been meeting regularly in the Gardens to practice yoga. It is very 
pleasing to see the Gardens used in this way. 
 
Dramatic Performance: Roy Wales once again arranged for travelling players, The Lord 
Chamberlain’s Men to perform in the Gardens.   This time the open-air play was Twelfth Night 
and tickets were completely sold out for this very amusing Shakespeare play, which was greatly 
enjoyed by all those present. 
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Abuse of the Gardens: There have been three occasions recently when there have been 
attempts to misuse the Gardens.   In the first instance, early one morning, Evan found a couple 
cutting a large number of roses from one of the beds in the Rose Gardens.   They had brought 
secateurs with which to cut them, and had already started to clearone of the beds. On the 
second occasion Evan found two ladies, dressed in black burkhas , helping themselves to 
plants in the Herb Garden, placing them into baskets brought for the purpose. The third 
occasion was when a teacher from a local school brought a group of teenagers to the gardens 
to play and settled himself in the Gazebo.   The pupils were making a nuisance of themselves.  
Evan’s request that the teacher should control or oversee them was ignored.   Evan turned 
them out and a complaint was made to the school. 
 
Green Flag and In Bloom: Both conducted inspections this year with mystery shoppers, 
recognising the high marks we had had last year. This means there was no interaction with 
inspectors/judges and therefore no immediate feedback for Evan, which is rather disappointing.  
 
Locking and unlocking of gates: The Parish Council has taken over responsibility for locking and 
unlocking the gates to the Gardens.   After a few hiccups the system is now running smoothly 
with a group of volunteers.  Croquet players wishing to begin playing at 9am on weekends and 
public holidays now have access to keys held by their members.  The practice of closing at dusk 
has been rearranged so that during the summer the gates are now closed at 7pm. 
 
Website: The Website was updated during the course of the year with new photographs. The 
website can be viewed at www.rottingdeanpreservationsociety/kiplinggardens.org.uk  
 
 
Membership 
John Loveridge 

 
Since I took over this role there has been a fair amount of consolidation of previously-kept 
records; this has included removal of duplications, ie members listed under both maiden and 
married names, updating addresses and removal of relocated and deceased members.  During 
2015 your committee decided to clarify the amount of the subscription fee which is currently 
fixed at a minimum of £10 for one person or £15 for joint membership. 
At the time of writing (30 Aug 2015) the membership list stands at 303 members; however: 

• 38 of these have not renewed their subscriptions 

• For 13 members we have no contact details 

• We are receiving subscriptions by standing order from 8 members but do not know who 

they are because our bankers refuse to give us their names; this subject will be pursued 

with our bank. 

 

http://www.rottingdeanpreservationsociety/kiplinggardens.org.uk
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Stewards/Merchandise 
 
Volunteer Stewards 
The work of volunteer stewards at The Grange Museum and Gallery continues to be a vital, 
unsung aspect of its growing success. The genuine pleasure that the stewards get in meeting 
and greeting visitors from far and wide, informing them of the gallery, and answering their 
many enquiries can sometimes be outweighed in the depths of winter, when winds howl and 
rain pours. Setting off for an afternoon at The Grange is not such an obvious delight then. 
Yet, come they do. We hardly ever have to close for want of volunteers. Sincere thanks go to 
all stewards, and in particular, the group of stewards who act as co-ordinators for a month, 
checking the rota, and phoning round to fill the gaps. 
 
The annual Garden Party went ahead, undeterred by inclement weather, in the Gallery itself. 
It was crowded but fun.  The second outing for all Grange volunteers will take place in 
September, with a visit to Old Hastings, guests of their local Preservation Society. One major 
problem continues to be the need for more volunteers. Some of our long-standing stewards 
have called it a day, moved away, or sadly passed away. Bill Davis, the doyen of Grange 
stewarding, is particularly remembered at this time.  Do you know of anyone we could 
approach? Or, would you yourself be willing and able to give a few hours a month of your 
time to become a steward. If so, please contact me on 01273 309097, and I will arrange to 
meet you and provide basic training in the role. It is a rewarding way to contribute to the 
cultural life of the village. 
 
Merchandise 
Books pamphlets cards and CD’s of local interest continue to be sold at the gallery, alongside 
artists’ work, adding a little more to the Society’s funds. The big problem is that many of the 
excellent books about Rottingdean are out of print, and, despite frequent requests, publishers 
are reluctant to reprint. Investigations are currently under-way to try and acquire other 
material, such as biographies of people with historical and cultural association with this lovely 
village. 
 
Planning 
Ken Bodfish 
 
Rottingdean is facing considerable pressures as the Government and local authorities seek to 
meet the demand for more housing.  Here in the village we are awaiting firm planning 
applications for St.Aubyns site and Meadow Vale. The RPS has already made observations 
to the City Planning Committee and to the Parish Council, a statutory consultee.   With regard 
to St. Aubyns, we have welcomed sensitive development on the ‘brownfield’ site between The 
Twitten and High Street but are very concerned about the possible loss of the playing field.  
This would have a detrimental effect on the character of this unusual Downland village. The 
Society does not normally comment on planning proposals outside the historic core of the 
village.   However, we have worries about the plans for Meadow Vale because they infill the 
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important green gap between the main body of the South Downs National Park from Castle 
Hill and Balsdean in the east to Beacon Hill in the west. 
 
We have made observations on a couple of planning applications around The Green and the 
bottom of Steyning Road and are pleased that City Planning Officers have generally been 
sympathetic to our views.  Of growing concern is the dreadful state of cottages at the south-
western end of the High Street. Fortunately, the City Council is taking action on this. 
 
Finally, the Society is making a financial contribution towards the welcome refurbishment of 
street lighting in the centre of the village.  Together with the help of the Parish Council and the 
City, we should soon see appropriate historic lamp standards to replace the current muddle of 
styles.  

 
Treasurer’s Report 
Anne Johnson 

 
RPS had a trading profit of £11238 this trading year.  This was due to selling our investments in 
CAF and Cazenove of which we then invested £60000 with Hargreaves Lansdown in a portfolio 
shown in the accounts.  The balance of the monies was spent on improving the lighting in the 
gallery and museum, which is now virtually complete. 
  
Cash Funds and Investments: 
  
The cash funds at the 30-April-2015 were £96827  (in 2014 they were £86800) and the 
Investments at the 30-April-2015 were £67570 (last year they were £79377) 
The board is now considering moving a proportion of the monies invested in the United 
Trust Bank into the Hargreaves Landsown portfolio to obtain a better investment return. 
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INDEPENDENT EXAMINER'S REPORT 
 

TO THE TRUSTEES OF THE ROTTINGDEAN PRESERVATION SOCIETY 
           

I report on the receipts and payments accounts of the Trust for the year ended 30th April 2015, 
which are set out on pages 21-22.      
  
Respective responsibilities of Trustees and Examiner    
The charity's trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts. The charity's trustees 
consider that an audit is not required for this year (under section 144 (2) of the Charities Act 
2011) (the Act), and that an independent examination is needed.    
     
        
It is my responsibility:        

• to examine the accounts (under section 145 of the 2011 Act;    

• to follow the procedures laid down in the General Directions given by the Charity 
Commissioners (under section 145 (5) (b) of the Act; and  

• to state whether particular matters have come to my attention.   
    

Basis of Independent Examiner's Report     
My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by the Charity 
Commission. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and 
a comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also includes consideration of any 
unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking explanations from the trustees 
concerning any such matters.  The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that 
would be required in an audit, and consequently no audit opinion is given as to whether the 
accounts present a "true and fair view" and the report is limited to those matters set out in the 
statement below.        
        
Independent Examiner's Statement      
In the course of my examination, no matter has come to my attention:  

1) which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements 
       

• to keep accounting records in accordance with section 130 of the 2011 Act; and 

• to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and to comply with the 
accounting requirements of the 2011 Act have not been met; or  
     

2) to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper 
understanding of the accounts to be reached.     
  

 Afshin Taraz FCA, 47, Dean Court Road, Rottingdean, Brighton, BN2 7DL  
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 

 
 

GROWING UP IN THE 1930’S 
John Leech 
 
I was born in the village in the 
mid-1920s and except for the 
time in the Army I have always 
lived in Rottingdean. How times 
have changed. 
 
In those early days the village 
was more compact, integrated 
and self-contained, although 
social distinctions were obvious and well defined. Everyone seemed to know one another 
but this could be a disadvantage for a village lad. All the grown-ups I knew worked locally. It 
was certainly less crowded with few motorcars: only the tradesmen and the wealthy owned 
them. A policeman, on point duty at the crossroads, controlled coastal traffic. We knew him 
and he knew us, as he lived in the village.  
 
I attended the local Church of England School when it was situated at the bottom of Neville 
Road. It was a small school even though it catered for Ovingdean and Woodingdean 
children; Saltdean hardly existed! It was important to know your tables and there were 
plenty of poems to learn off by heart. They treated the brain like a muscle with lots of 
exercises! Most pupils were children of local workers whose trades included blacksmith, 
publican, decorator, barber, groundsman, stable hand, plumber, policeman and those ‘in 
service’. Just one was the son of a ‘white collar’ worker: a Mrs Schneider, who worked and 
lived over the Saltdean Estate Office.  
 
My Dad was the village postman and scoutmaster from before the First World War, when 
Rottingdean was a tiny secluded village, the haunt of the select! Lady Burne-Jones 
(Rudyard Kipling’s beloved aunt) showed keen interest in the Scout movement.  Even 
Baden-Powell visited the village. 
 
Many families had allotments. My Father's first allotment was on the site of the Village Hall. 
The children helped augment the larder, according to the season, by picking blackberries, 
mushrooms, elderberry, dandelion and cowslip heads for wine, as well as by prawning, 
shrimping and winkling.  
 
Summer holiday visitors afford another source of income, as many wives provided bed-and-
breakfast. Amongst the lodgers were the contractors who set up the corrugated iron 
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structures for the cookhouse, latrines and horse-stalls for the Territorial Army summer 
camps on Beacon Hill, Roedean and Falmer.  
 
The mid 1930s saw a major change the sea defences and construction of the Undercliff. 
Welsh ex-miners trimmed the cliff face whilst suspended on ropes! The Village was under 
threat by Brighton planners whose aim was to demolish the whole of one side of the High 
Street; thankfully it was restricted to the West Street Island, now the car park, and the 
construction of new shops and pub, the ‘Hole In The Wall’ opposite. The old White Horse 
Hotel was replaced by the present one.  St Margaret’s flats were built - I thought at the time 
they were too high! 
 
Council houses were built in north of the village beyond the Parish Boundary (Court Ord 
Road) and folks from Golden Square and some from Park Crescent moved there. The 
houses were formally open by Mrs Stanley Baldwin on 1 October 1931. In 1931 the first 
village cinematograph was shown at the junior school. As a special precaution, an adult 
with a Fire armband and the bucket of sand always attended.  
 
A major event in May 1935 was the celebration of the Royal Silver Jubilee. In the morning 
village people assembled on the new promenade and marched up the High Street to the 
church for a short service. A lunch was provided for the old folk in the school. Junior sports 
began at 2:15 PM followed by tea and entertainment for the children. Each was given a 
special mug. Adults Sports started at 6 PM and at 9 PM at torch procession made its way 
up to Beacon Hill where a bonfire, built as big as a house with railway sleepers and fish box 
boxes, was awaiting. 
 
Is Rottingdean in the 21st-century still a village? It still has the Norman Church, Pond, 
Green, Windmill and Pubs, but has the nature of the residents changed? Perhaps we are 
just a dormitory. Are we now all ‘Urban Dwellers’? 
 
 
BALSDEAN VILLAGE 
John Loveridge 
 
Many of you will have walked past 
the lost village of Balsdean, which is 
in the parish of Rottingdean and is 
between Rottingdean and Lewes, 
and most of you will know that the 
village was destroyed in World War 2 
when the army practised its artillery 
and mortar skills there; what is more 
this ex-village is in one of the most 
beautiful valleys of the South Downs.  
You may not realise that the village 
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has an interesting past and it is worth recounting this. 
 
Early history.  There was certainly a Roman settlement here, as evidenced by the 
numerous Roman artefacts unearthed near the tumulus on nearby Pickers Hill and existing 
records show that the village was occupied from Norman times until WW2.  Balsdean 
Chapel, which had a thatched roof and which was 15m long and 6m wide, was built soon 
after 1147 and the vicar of Rottingdean was required to hold four services there per year; it 
ceased to be a chapel in the 17th century when it was desecrated and became a stable, part 
of Manor Farm.  During medieval times the Manor House, the site of which is not known, 
contained “parlour, closet, kitchen, pantery, brewhouse, backhouse, tub room and cellar, 
back court, men’s chamber, maid’s chamber and parlour chamber.”  A des res in fact!  
Interestingly, upon the dissolution of the monasteries the Manor had been given to Thomas 
Cromwell.  This leads us to: 
 
The Battle of Balsdean.  In 1377 a French force landed at Rottingdean intending to march 
to Lewes to take and sack that town; they chose the route of Rottingdean, Balsdean and 
Kingston in order to avoid the forts at Newhaven and Swanborough on the Ouse Valley.  
However, at Balsdean the French were met by a party of vassals, retainers and peasantry 
collected by the Prior of Lewes Monastery and others; during the ensuing battle more than 
100 English lost their lives and the French were forced to retreat.  This defeat of the French 
is still celebrated on the first Saturday of December every year in Rottingdean during 
Smugglers Night! 
 
Modern History.  It is not known when the Manor House disappeared but in the 18th 
century Balsdean comprised Manor Farm and Norton Farm (a small farmstead 300m north 
of the centre of Balsdean), several cottages and farm buildings.  Manor Farm house was a 
handsome Georgian building that had been built in about 1780.  In the 18th century the 
Balsdean valley was much used by smugglers from Rottingdean for the hiding of their 
contraband goods, mostly spirits.  Important and large military reviews or tattoos were held 
in Balsdean during the 18th and 19th centuries and on 12 August 1810 10,000 soldiers took 
part in a review there; this was watched by the Prince of Wales and 30,000 spectators!  
Two years later, many of these soldiers were fighting for the Duke of Wellington at 
Waterloo.  During this time Norton Farm house became the base for the “recovery of 
persons afflicted with mental alienation” for the town of Brighton.  Also during this time, 
important cricket matches were held at Balsdean.  Plans had been developed for a second 
railway line between Brighton and Lewes and this line would have passed through 
Rottingdean and Balsdean but, fortunately, the line was never built and the valley was 
bought in 1925 by Brighton Council who protected it from development. 
 
World War 2.  Residents of the village were given two weeks notice to quit and Canadian 
soldiers were billeted in Manor Farmhouse prior to the Dieppe Raid; the officers were 
billeted in the luxury Tudor Close Hotel in Rottingdean.  Later all the buildings in the village 
were largely destroyed during artillery and mortar training exercises and in 1945 the site 
was cleared of rubble.  From 1945 to the late 1970s the Vicar of Rottingdean, together with 
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some 50 parishioners from Rottingdean, held a service on the site of the chapel, the only 
evidence of which now is the metal plaque which reads, “This plaque marks the site of the 
altar of the Norman Church of Balsdean.”  Photographs show that the ruined barns that can 
still be seen at Balsdean were in fact built after the war. 
 
Harvey’s Cross.  Again many of you will have walked past Harvey’s Cross which is on the 
path from Balsdean to Telscombe Village and is 1 km to the west of Balsdean on the slopes 
of Pickers Hill.  The engraved stone on the base of the cross states, “John Harvey Esq. of 
Ickwell Bury in the County of Bedford, died suddenly on this spot on the 20th day of June 
1818.”  Colonel John Harvey was 48 at the time of his death; he had had a distinguished 
career with the 9th Lancers and had served his country during the Napoleonic Wars.  It is 
thought that he had come to Rottingdean for health reasons; he fell from his horse but this 
fall may have been due to being taken ill whilst riding or by being thrown from the horse.  
The stone cross was badly damaged during WW2 but was restored by the Harvey family 
(no connection with Harvey’s Brewery!) in 1999. 
 

======================== 
 
 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS 2014 - 2015 

Chris Davidson – Chairman                           christopherdavidson@mac.com          304349      

Valerie Whittle –                                                 valerie.whittle3@gmail.com            305901 
Vice-Chairman / Kipling Gardens  

Barbara Coligan – Secretary                           coligan@ntlworld.com                      271451 

Anne Johnson – Treasurer               ra-johnson@tiscali.co.uk                  301751 

Colin Dellar – The Windmill / The Grange          thedellars@ntlworld.com                 300355 
Ken Bodfish - Planning                ken.bodfish@gmail.com             309476 

Rob Upward – Stewards/Merchandise            robert.upward@btinternet.com         309097 

John Loveridge – Membership Secretary          johnmaglov@gmail.com                  301164 

 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 

Marcus Bagshaw                                    marcusbagshaw@hotmail.com         07826 236827    
Grange Museum Curator  

Anne-Sara Odor                                  annesara.odor@gmail.com 07921 839793 
Grange Gallery Organiser                                                                                                                                  
Mike Laslett                                      mikelaslett@ntlworld.com         271075 
Archivist 
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CHARITY NO. 264056 

 
President: John Cooper 

Vice Presidents: John Leech, Jean Talbot, Barry Hinchliff, Arthur Collins 
Trustees: John Blackman, Norman Cuddeford,  

Lady Helena Hughes, Frank Wenstrom 
---------------------- 

 

 
 

Kipling with his family outside The Elms 
One of the many photographs from Rudyard Kiplings own album,  

now exhibited in the Kipling Room 
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