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The glass artwork on the cover was made by Elizabeth Lamont 
and featured in the “Inspired by Burne-Jones” exhibition in June 

2019 which was organised by Elizabeth and others 
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ANNUAL REPORT 2019 

 
 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Chris Davidson  
 
Undoubtedly, the highlight this year was 
the Stained-Glass exhibition, “Inspired 
By Burne-Jones” that the Society 
hosted in June at the Grange Gallery. 
This exhibition was the brainchild of 
Elizabeth Lamont, and Anne-Sara Odor 
our Art Gallery Director and came as a 
spin-off from the opening of the new 
Burne-Jones room last year. 
 
The success of the exhibition was by no 
means assured. It took more than a 
year to plan and a great deal of 
preparation to ensure that the individual 
pieces could all be displayed at their 
best. In the end, we attracted 25 artists 
from all over this country and one from 
Chicago, making it the first truly national 
(or even international) exhibition ever 
held at the Grange since Barry 
Hinchliffe founded it over 20 years ago. 
 
In the end, we broke all records for 
attendance with over 1200 visitors in 
the two weeks of the show. This was 
undoubtedly helped by publicity on the 
BBC Local News which ran an item 
about the exhibition and the legacy of 
Burne Jones in the village. As a result, 
we had visitors from all over the 
Southeast, many of whom had never 

been to Rottingdean before and were 
as delighted with the village as they 
were with the exhibition. 
 

         Pippa Martin 
 
Apart from the organisers themselves, 
many other people contributed to the 
success and smooth running of the 
exhibition, not least the stewards who 
rose to the occasion splendidly. Often 
there were 20-30 people in the Gallery 
at a time, and they were having to cope 
both with questions about the exhibition 
and with selling of merchandise, often 
at the same time. We owe them, and 
indeed all who were involved in this 
whole project, our heartfelt thanks for 
helping to put The Gallery and the RPS 
firmly on the artistic map. 
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One further unexpected spin-off from 
the exhibition was a contact we had 
from the National Trust about some 
Glass Panels painted by Sir William 
Nicholson, which were commissioned 
during the period the artist lived in 
Rottingdean before WW1. The Trust 
are looking for somewhere to display 
these Panels, and we have been 
exploring the possibility of using the 
North Room in The Grange. The 
committee have had a number of 
meetings with the Trust which have 
been promising, and, with their support, 
we feel that such a project is feasible. If 
it succeeded, we might even establish 
The Grange as a William Nicholson 
Museum as there is no other such 
centre for his work in this country. 
 
The Grange continues to attract almost 
10,000 visitors a year, but this is only 
because we have such a supportive 
and dedicated group of volunteers who 
run it so effectively and keep it open six 
days a week, all the year round. The 
Society is very grateful to each and 
everyone involved, but particular 
thanks go to Rob Upward who 
manages activities at the Museum and 
Gallery, and Sue Backhouse who runs 
the award-winning Grange Garden.  
 
But the Society’s activities have not 
been focused solely on The Grange, as 
the various reports that follow make 
clear. We are in the process of finalising 
the lease for the Wash House and have 
installed the new painting of  
 

 
washerwomen that the Society 
commissioned from Mick Bensley.  
 
We recently heard that BT were selling 
off their underused Phone Boxes and 
have approached them about acquiring 
the one on Vicarage Lane, which might 
be put to creative use by various groups 
in the village. We are also continuing to 
work closely with the Parish Council on 
the continuing problems in the Kipling 
Gardens, with In Bloom on further 
improvements to Golden Square, and 
with PARC and others on some new 
village signs and information boards. 
 
Many members have raised concerns 
about the state of the Kipling Gardens. 
The main problem has been that Evan 
has been on long-term sick leave and 
may well not return. As a result, the 
Council have been sending groups of 
workers from other parks to deal with 
the basics but do little to attend to the 
day-to-day tidying that needs to be 
done. We have missed, too, the 
watchful eye of Valerie Whittle, who has 
been the Society’s link to the Council, 
who are the owners of the Gardens.  
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Many will know Valerie through her 
regular articles in the Village News over 
many years that really gave villagers a 
guide for what to look out for with the 
changing seasons. Although she is no 
longer able to continue this role, we are 
delighted she will remain in the Society 
as Vice-President.   
 
Next year, 2020, will be the 60th 
anniversary of the Rottingdean 
Preservation Society, formed in 1960 
from what was previously the Rate 
Payers Association, and we are 
planning a number of events to help 
raise the profile of the Society in the 
village. Key to this is the need to attract 
new members, and we are very grateful 
that Barry Wright, our new Membership 
Secretary, who has provided new 
impetus to this, especially with the use 
of the social media. Whilst this has 
certainly widened our audience, our 
membership still remains static at about 
300, which is less than 10% of the 
households in the village. In recent 
years many younger people have 
moved into the village, presumably 
attracted by the historic setting, and it is 
this group we hope to target more 
effectively. 
 
Finally, I want to thank all members of 
the management committee, who work 
so effectively as a team, and 
particularly Anne Johnson, our 
treasurer, who has continued to work 
tirelessly behind the scenes to keep 
track of the finances, in spite of 
personal health problems. In this she 

has been supported by Afshin Taraz 
FCA, who has now stepped down as 
our auditor, having provided his 
services pro bono for many years, for 
which the Society is very grateful. We 
would also like to pay tribute to Brain 
Wholey who sadly died this year after a 
long illness. Brian was chairman from 
2002-8 during which he did an 
enormous amount to reinvigorate The 
Grange and the Gertrude Jekyll 
Gardens, and to lay the foundations for 
the success that Museum and Gallery 
are today. 
 
 
SECRETARY’S REPORT 
Rowena Bennett 
 
The Annual Return for the period 1st 
May 2017 – 30th April 2018 was sent to 
the Charity Commission in January 
2019. This document consists of the 
Trustees Annual Report (TAR), the 
Annual Accounts for 2017-18 together 
with an Independent Examiner’s Report 
and details of the RPS Trustees. All the 
Executive Committee members are 
Trustees, in addition to four Custodian 
Trustees. The TAR covers the 
structure, governance and 
management of the RPS, its objectives, 
activities, achievements and 
performance and a financial review. 
 
In summer 2019 we were privileged to 
be presented with a “silver” spade by 
John Butler who had been a pupil at St 
Aubyn’s in the 1950s.  He was the first 
recipient of the spade in 1958 for the 
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“Best Garden” – it was a plot within the 
school grounds.  John thought that the 
spade should return to the village, and 
the Preservation Society was delighted 
to award it at the Village Fair to 
Rottingdean in Bloom for their floral 
contributions to the village throughout 
the summer.  It will be awarded each 
year at the Village Fair to the 
organisation or person who has 
contributed significantly to the village in 
the previous 12 months. 
 

 
The Society together with “In Bloom” 
had a stall at the Rottingdean Village 
Fair with publicity leaflets and 
merchandise. As before there was 
significant interest in the archive items 
displayed by Mike Laslett, the Hon 
Archivist, and a number of new 
members joined the RPS.   
 
We were very pleased when the Castle 
Theatre Company comprising students 
from Durham University approached 
the Society about putting on a 
production of Shakespeare’s “Love’s 
Labour’s Lost” (see photos on back 
cover).   We were very fortunate with 

the weather in July, and the production 
sold out on the two evenings when 
performances took place in the setting 
of the walled garden at the back of The 
Grange.  We were very impressed by 
the professionalism of the students and 
understand that some of the actors are 
intending to pursue careers in the 
theatre. 
 

 
 
With all our new activities and projects 
in the village, we are considering an 
increase in the annual membership fee.  
The fee has been £10 for a single 
membership and £15 for a joint 
membership since I first arrived in 
Rottingdean in 2006 and, I understand, 
for some years before that.  So, we 
would like to increase it to £15 for a 
single membership and £20 for a joint 
one; in return we plan to offer our loyal 
membership some new benefits in 
addition to their continuing support for 
our work in the village. This will be 
discussed fully at the forthcoming AGM 
before any changes are made. 
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THE GRANGE GALLERY 
Anne-Sara Odor, Art Gallery Director 
 
2019 is a year that will be remembered 
for the ‘Inspired By Burne - Jones, 
contemporary glass exhibition’.  A 
unique collection of original stained-
glass pieces by 25 exhibitors, all paying      
tribute to the vision and work of this 
Rottingdean resident. The number of 
visitors was the highest ever to visit the 
Gallery and all were enraptured by the 
array of glass. A wonderful success 
both in introducing the Gallery to so 
many new visitors and also in sales of 
gallery merchandise. 
 

     Jonathan Cooke 
 
One of the exceptional qualities of The 
Grange Gallery is that all local artists, 
and those from farther afield are 
welcome; whatever their art education 
or 'day job' and so exhibitions are 
extremely diverse, attracting both 
amateur and professional artists 

demonstrating almost every technique 
and medium imaginable. Subject 
matter has ranged from environmental 
concerns to Japanese warriors, & from 
traditional to the abstract. 
 
165 artists exhibited their work at the 
Gallery across 16 shows in 2019 which 
is a wonderful opportunity for so many 
who may never have exhibited their 
work before. 
 

 
From Society of Sussex painters, sculptors 
and printmakers 
 
2020 is another year of 16 shows & will 
see the Gallery filled with imagination 
and creativity from school children to an 
art student in her 80's. 
 
 
STEWARDS 
Rob Upward 
 
As the quality of the Gallery exhibitions 
throughout the last year has risen, 
innovations introduced, and visitor 
numbers increased, so the role of the 
volunteer stewards has become even 
more crucial to the Gallery’s undoubted 
success. 
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Now, stewards have to open up the 
Gallery at the start of each day, 
familiarise themselves with each new 
exhibition, be conversant with the stair-
lift for disabled or older visitors, and 
handle the newly introduced credit card 
machine for RPS merchandise and 
artists’ sales.  Despite understandable 
initial concerns, this latest innovation 
has been taken on board by all the 
stewards most successfully; many 
sales are now carried out by card. 
 
For the first time this summer, the 
Gallery and Museum have welcomed 
work experience placements, two 
young Italian students from a Brighton 
language school, who contributed 
significantly to Grange life in the two 
weeks they were with us. Their time 
coincided with the highly acclaimed 
stained-glass exhibition when our 
visitor numbers rocketed. Stewards on 
duty slept well those nights! 
 
To have over 70 active stewards on the 
books sounds impressive and plentiful; 
in reality, we have to find two stewards 
for both mornings and afternoons for 5 
days a week, plus Sunday afternoons. 
Most stewards lead busy lives, and 
rightly can only commit to their steward 
role once or twice a month, so we are 
always on the search for more local 
people to give a little of their time to this 
valuable cultural resource.  
 
If you, or a friend, would like to know 
more about the role of a steward here, 
look into the Grange, and give your 

name and contact details to the 
stewards, and I will arrange a meeting 
to talk through the role. 
 
Finally, my sincere thanks to everyone 
who is a steward - without your loyal 
support, this Gallery simply could not 
exist. In particular my thanks go to the 
monthly coordinators who monitor the 
rota and fill in the gaps by phone; and 
to the Art Gallery Director, Anne Sara 
Odor, who again carries out her role 
voluntarily, and who gives much of her 
time and expertise to find new artists, 
and arranging such varied and 
stimulating exhibitions. 
 
 
GRANGE GARDEN 
Sue Backhouse 
 
The Grange garden has benefitted 
greatly from winning Gold in 2018's 
South & South East in Bloom (SSEIB). 
Visitor numbers have risen - and not 
just during the summer months when 
the ever-popular tea garden is open. 
 

 
 
Visitors from the UK and abroad find us 
online through SSEIB, our own 
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Instagram "thegrangegardeners" 
account and the Brighton's City in 
Bloom website where we're delighted to 
be regular winners. Once at The 
Grange, they also explore our museum 
& art gallery, together with the village 
itself. So, the internet & gardening can 
work together for everyone's benefit!   
Thanks also to our Gold, we have 
received generous donations of plants 
from local people, particularly in 
memory of friends and family. This has 
enabled us to strengthen the garden's 
design. In the front garden in 2018 we 
transformed the old rockery into our 
Suffragette bed (purple, white & green 
planting) in celebration of the centenary 
of votes for women.  
 
The courtyard's Jekyll planting has 
been bolstered with agapanthus, cistus, 
lavender & rose bordering the steps. 
Rambling Rector roses are creeping up 
the library walls, together with a new 
climbing rose and white wisteria along 
the top wall to add symmetry.  
 
In the tea garden we are in the process 
of adding a second palette to our 
summer planting. Early summer sees 
our beautiful sweep of purple & pinks 
dominated by our irises. Now in late 
summer you will find a Jekyll "hot bed" 
of reds, yellows & oranges developing 
under the Holm Oak.  
 
Our thanks to our generous donators, 
but also to our ever-growing band of 
volunteer gardeners. They come in all 
weathers to weed, water, prune and 

rake, whilst chatting with our visitors. 
Without their hard work and good 
humour, The Grange garden would not 
be the beautiful and welcoming place it 
is for villagers and visitors alike. If you'd 
like to join us, please call 07802435510.  
Thank you!  
 
THE WINDMILL 
Colin Dellar 
 
Maintenance 
During the year no major works have 
been required and with the usual minor 
repairs, which are always ongoing, the 
Mill is in good condition. The large 
model of the Mill which is on the first 
floor has had problems with the electric 
motor which operates the sweeps but 
we have been very fortunate that the 
local firm of A. J. Taylor, Electrical 
Contractors have, at no expense to the 
RPS, repaired and serviced this motor.  
 

          Alison Chesman 
 
Open days and exhibitions 
During the last two weekends in May 
the artist Baron Gilvan held an art 
exhibition in the Mill which was well 
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attended, and in 2020 we hope that we 
will be able to have an art exhibition in 
the Mill which will coincide with the 
Brighton Festival.  
 
The Mill has been open on the third 
Sunday of the summer months and in 
July and August it has also been open 
on the first Sunday of these months. 
Three new banners which give details 
of opening days and times have been 
made and these will be displayed on the 
Grange wall, the Kipling Garden wall 
and the cliff top. As at the beginning of 
August visitors to the Mill totalled 722.  
 
The provisional opening days for 2020 
are weekends in May to coincide with 
the Brighton Festival, 21st June, 5th July, 
19th July, 2nd August, 16th August and 
20th September.  These dates and the 
opening times will be confirmed and 
published in the diary section of RVN 
and also posted on the village 
noticeboards and the RPS website. 
 
Some local societies and schools have 
had private visits to the Mill and we 
hope this trend continues. Please 
contact us if your school or society 
would like to make a booking for a 
special visit to the Mill. 
 
As always, our grateful thanks go to our 
stewards who, on our open days, look 
after the Mill and make our visitors feel 
very welcome.  As mentioned 
elsewhere if this volunteering 
opportunity is of interest to you, please 
contact me via the Society. 

 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
Barry Wright 
 
This year we have attained a level of 
294 members, 249 regularly supporting 
our work through their annual 
membership and the remainder being 
non-paying volunteers. This is a fall of 
16 members since last year, and it is 
clearly important if the Society is to 
continue our work in the village that we 
need to grow our membership 
substantially.  
 

 
 
There are several challenges that 
present themselves in the management 
of our membership database: 
1. Communication: email remains 

much the most efficient method to 
communicate to our members, but 
we still lack email addresses in 
over 100 members. The 
alternative, using hand-delivery or 
the post is both expensive and time 
consuming 

2. Renewal: this process would be 
helped considerably if members 
paid by Direct Debit and we hope 
to encourage as many of our 
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members to use this method of 
payment. 

3. Data Protection: most members 
have already signed the 
disclaimers now needed for us to 
hold your information, as required 
by the GDPR legislation. You can 
be assured that the Society will 
NEVER divulge any members’ 
details to any outside party. 

Finally, in thanking you for your 
continuing support, we would like 
your help to increase our 
membership – perhaps even double 
it over the next few years – 
especially amongst the newer 
residents of Rottingdean and 
surrounding areas. So, if you know 
of a friend or neighbour who would 
like to support our work in the 
village, please let me know, and I 
will get in touch with them. 
Barry Wright : 
rpsmemsec@gmail.com 
  
 
HERITAGE AND CONSERVATION 
Mike Bennett –  
RPS CAG representative 
 
Once again there has been no 
significant change in the central core of 
the village as a result of planning 
decisions and development over the 
last twelve months. However, the future 
of the St Aubyns site remains 
unresolved. In February 2019, the City 
Council granted planning permission 
for the redevelopment of the site by the 

creation of 93 new dwellings, some of 
which would be created by converting 
Field House and the majority being new 
residential units built on part of the 
playing fields.  
 
 

 
 
Under the terms of the s106 agreement 
entered into between the developer and 
the planning authority, the Parish 
Council has the right to call for the 
remainder of the playing fields, pavilion, 
memorial and chapel to be transferred 
to it for £1.00. Prior to handover, the 
developer must put the chapel and 
pavilion into good repair and the Parish 
Council must hold the land on trust as 
an open space accessible to the public. 
The council’s decision to grant planning 
permission is the subject of a high court 
challenge and at the time of writing this 
report, the decision in these judicial 
review proceedings is still awaited. 
 
It is worth noting, as a general point, 
that the Society has no official status in 
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the planning process, although, like any 
member of the public, it is entitled to 
comment on planning applications 
which come to its attention. In contrast, 
the Parish Council is a statutory 
consultee, so that the planning 
authority, ie the City Council, is under a 
legal obligation to seek the views of the 
Parish Council on applications relating 
to properties falling within the Parish. 
 
The Society is represented on the City 
Council’s Conservation Advisory Group 
(CAG) whose membership is drawn 
from conservation and amenity groups 
across the city. It meets monthly and its 
function is to consider planning 
applications which have a potential 
significant effect on conservation areas 
and listed buildings and make 
recommendations to the planning 
committee in respect of such 
applications. In the past twelve months 
there has been one application 
affecting a village property which has 
been considered by CAG, namely the 
redevelopment of Coppers on The 
Green. Both the Society and CAG 
considered that the works would 
enhance the conservation area and 
recommended approval. 
 
It is pleasing to note that following 
remarks in last year’s report, significant 
repair and improvement works have 
been carried out to a number of the 
properties in the High Street to the 
south of Park Road, leading to a 
significant improvement in the street 
scene. 

 
Finally, following on from the success of 
the new signage which the Society 
installed on the Quarterdeck, we have 
obtained planning permission for the 
placing on the northern section of the 
Green of an information board 
recounting the history of the Quaker 
burial ground which lies behind the 
houses at the junction of The Green 
and Dean Court Road. 
 
 
ARCHIVES 
Mike Laslett 
 
It has been another busy year in the 
archives. In addition to dealing with the 
usual requests from the public about 
properties, family history and 
illustrations, we once again displayed 
many of our ‘Rottingdean Treasures’ in 
The Grange Gallery during January. 
This included an excellent presentation 
on the Village Tithe map by John 
Cumming. During the year I have been 
ably supported by Karen North. 
 
Displays in the library cabinet have 
included a Bible presented by Dr 
Hooker to an ardent teacher and 
original photos of the Grange Gardens 
taken for a 1927 ‘Country Life’ feature 
on The Grange. 
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Some research into Hazeldine Motors 
led to an article in The Deans 
Magazine, which in turn led to the 
owner bringing the car back to 
Rottingdean on the day of the fair. 
We have had many complaints that our 
‘Rottingdean Treasures’ are only on 

display annually each January. Thus, 
we are taking the opportunity to refresh 
the South Room to include much more 
local history. We hope this will be ready 
by the spring. 
 
The other project we are undertaking is 
an oral history project to record 
memories of village life. Recordings 
and transcripts will be available for 
study. In addition, I have written a guide 
to Fifty Memorials in the churchyard 
which is ready for publication and am 
attempting to make a photographic 
record of cellars in the village. 
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FROM THE ARCHIVE
 
THE RED PILLAR AND TELEPHONE 
BOX 
By Mike Laslett 
 
Red pillar boxes and telephone boxes 
have become a national icon, 
recognised the world over. The Royal 
Mail estimates there are about 100,000 
pillar boxes in the UK. We are 
interested in any local connections. 
 
Before letter boxes, letters were taken 
to a Receiving House (effectively an 
early Post Office) and delivered for one 
penny. The Penny Black was the 
world’s first adhesive postage stamp 
and bore a portrait of the young Queen 
Victoria.  It was the brainchild of Sir 
Rowland Hill, who lived at 11, Hanover 
Crescent, Brighton during the 1840’s. 
This is commemorated by a blue 
plaque. 

Anthony Trollope, now more famed as 
a novelist, was working in the 1850’s as 
a Surveyor for the Post Office. This 
involved him travelling to Europe where 
he saw letter boxes in France and 
Belgium. After a trial in the Channel 
Islands, boxes were introduced 
nationally in 1853 with many differing 
local styles and colours such as green 
or brown. Such boxes could be hard to 
find and the familiar red colour was 
eventually settled on by 1874. 

In 1866 William Penfold designed a 
standard six-sided box. Few Penfolds 

exist today and many, like this one on 
Brighton’s Madeira Drive, are replicas. 
 

 
 
Improved designs led to the standard 
Type A and B pillar boxes by 1879. One 
Type ‘A’, with its ornate top, is in 
Montpelier Road diagonally opposite 
Waitrose, and an example of Type ‘B’ is 
outside Brighton Town Hall. Note 
Queen Victoria’s cypher VR denoting 
the ROYAL Mail! 
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Wall boxes were introduced in 1857 as 
a cheaper alternative to pillar boxes, 
either set in an existing wall or in a 
purpose-built pillar. This one is in 
Rottingdean and is situated between 
Hillside and Court House next to the 
footpath to the allotments. From the VR 
cypher we know it was installed by 1901 
so as you walk past you can easily 
imagine Rudyard Kipling and 
Georgiana Burne-Jones posting their 
correspondence in the box. 
 

 
 
It is estimated that there are fewer than 
160 pillar boxes bearing the Edward VIII 
cypher since he abdicated within one 
year of accession. There is only one 
example in Brighton, at Warmdene 
Road, Patcham. 
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The K6 phone box in Rottingdean was 
designed by Sir Giles Gilbert Scott, who 
also designed Liverpool Cathedral and 
Power Stations at Battersea and 
Bankside (now Tate Modern.) There is 
further evidence of his family’s work in 
the village since his grandfather Sir 
George Gilbert Scott (who designed 
The Midland Grand Hotel, St Pancras 
and The Albert Memorial) was 
responsible for the major restoration of 
St Margaret’s Church in 1856. 
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Audiences enjoying the performances of Love’s Labour’s Lost at The 
Grange Gardens in July by The Castle Theatre Group, from Durham 

University 
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